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PREFACE. 



Fob many years the writer of the following pages has felt 
there has been a lack in the Uterarj world, in regard to 
supplying a book that should unitedly arrest the attention 
and excite the interest of young persons, when by circum- 
stances depriyed of the ordinances of the sanctuary. Bio- 
graphy, narrative, or a chapter or two of the word itself, may 
serve to occupy the time, and engross the thoughts of one 
or more members of the family; but, for want of a work of 
a more general character, interruption may be givien by 
other members of the household, and thus profit and ad- 
vantage neutralized. Contention, in place of harmony, has 
often arisen upon these very grounds ; and the parent or 
teacher has, in consequence, become the subject of anxiety, 
when about to leave their young charge for a season, in 
order personally to go up to the house of the Lord. How 
often have such parents or teachers wished for a book that 
might serve, under God, to arouse and maintain the general 
interest of all those for the time being left to themselves ! 

Moreover, as association is so engrafted in our very being, 
the thoughts, almost as a matter of course, follow the 
absent members of the family, and . imperceptibly there is 
at least a mental and ideal participation in their engage- 
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ments. Upon this very principle are not many of us re- 
minded of our young days, when, during our parents* 
absence on the Sabbath, and when we were left at home 
through stress of weather, or from other causes, we used 
unitedly to have a little " service at home ?" There was the 
singing, the reading, the preaching, and the prayer. There 
was at the same time a unity and a harmony, which served 
not only to prevent discord and contention, but to secure a 
general interest, and the rapid — and by no means unprofit- 
able — ^passing away of an otherwise probably dull and 
monotonous hour. 

Now such being the case, it has long pressed itself upon 
the writer's mind, that a book specially prepared for this 
object, embodying the chief features of our common faith, 
may not only serve to interest the young, for whom it is 
specially designed, but, under God, be productive of last- 
ing benefit. It may help to sow seed which, in God's own 
good time, may spring up and bring forth fruit to the 
praise of His holy name. 

In this spirit, therefore, and with this prayerful hope, the 
annexed pages have been prepared. 

During its progress, and with the view of testing the 
interest it was likely to awaken, the author availed himself 
of an opportunity kindly conceded to him of conducting 
the two first services in the volume at a neighbouring 
ladies' school. Some thirty to forty pupils were present. 
One of the teachers presided at the piano, and the hymns 
were sung in sweetest harmony by the whole school. The 
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two chapters were read round, verse by verse. All bowed 
the knee in prayer, and, when the text was announced, each 
pupil looked it out in her Bible, being in readiness, during 
the reading of the sermon, to turn to any passage that 
might be quoted. The whole service lasted about three- 
quarters of an hour, and the writer was extremely happy 
to hear that there was but one fault found — ^it was that 
the service was too short. Repeatedly has the wish since 
been expressed that these services might be continued. 

The present work will, therefore, not only meet this oft- 
expressed request in the most practical way, but will 
furnish the means for such home services being extended 
far and wide. 

The author has dwelt at some length, and emphatically, 
upon the facts recorded in Holy Writ, in regard to the so- 
lemn realities connected with the Flood. He has deemed it 
expedient to do so, because of the growing infidelity and 
scepticism of the age. It is most painful to contemplate 
the insidious manner in which the belief of the young 
and rising generation is assailed as to Old Testament re- 
cords. Let their faith be undermined as to one part of 
Scripture testimony, and the whole sooner or later falls ; 
and " great will be the fall thereof." 

The writer feels it incumbent upon him to state one fact, 
in proof of the vain and perishing nature of all things here, 
and with the hope that, under God, it may prove to his 
dear young readers the necessity for their setting their 
affections on things above, and not on things on the earth. 
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The publication of this little Tolume has been delayed some 
three months beyond the date intended. The reason is 
simply this: During its preparation, the author was laid 
aside by severe illness, originating in a sprain of the foot. 
Whilst recoyering, and when absent from home for change 
oi air, his beloTed wife was of a sudden seized with apo- 
plexy, when at the moment sitting by his side, and in the 
presence of a medical friend. Every means was instan- 
taneously and perseveringly adopted for her restoration, 
but without avail. She was, of Grod's great goodness, 
partially restored to consciousness, and, at frequent inter- 
vals, gave the most striking evidence of her confidence in 
Grod, and of the blessed prospect which awaited her beyond 
this poor, sinful, suffering world. Much that she said during 
the last fortnight of her life is published in the Gospel 
Magazine for January, 1868. She lingered until the morn- 
ing of the fifteenth day after her seizure, and then gently 
fell asleep in Jesus. May the end of both reader and writer 
be like hers ! 

It only remains for the author to add, that this 
little work is simply and earnestly committed to the Lord, 
with the prayerful hope that it may be owned of Him, in 
these last and most solemn days, to the present and eternal 
welfare of many a precious young immortal May such 
have cause, through a blissful eternity, to bless God for a 
little Service at Home. 

St. Luke* 8 f Bedminster, FebrtMrf/, 1868. 
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CM. 1 How glorious is onr heavenly King, 
Who reigns above the sky ! 
How shall a child presume to sing 
His dreadftd Majesty P 

2 How great His power is none can tell, 

Nor think how large His grace ; 
Not men below, nor saints that dwell 
On high before His face. 

3 Not angels that stand round the Lord 

Can search His secret will ; 
But they perform His heavenly word. 
And sing His praises stOl. 

4 Then let me join this holy train, 

And my first or rings bring i 
Th' Eternal Gk)d will not disdain 
To hear an infant sing. Watts. 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round* rerse and verse.] 

Psalms viii. and xiz. 

PRATER. 

Lord God, do Thou, by Thy Holy Spirit, help us 
to come before Thee, at this time, in a way that is 
well pleasing in Thy sight. We pray that we may 
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wherewith He forms Eve. She is, in consequence, 
a part of himself! They are one ! A union exists, 
and a nearness and identity, which could not have 
been under other circumstances. Hence the apostle, 
in after-day, said, "So ought men to love their 
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife 
loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own 
flesh ; but nourisheth and oherisheth it, even as the 
Lord the Church : for we are members of His body, 
of His flesh, and of His bones " (Eph. v. 28—30). 

Now, how great must have been the surprise, and 
how vast the admiration, of Adam, when the Lord 
aroused him from that deep slumber into which he 
had fallen ! There stood before him, in all her new- 
created beauty, loveliness, and innocency, one in 
every way fitted to be his companion, with whom to 
range in mutual love and adoring admiration through 
Jehovah's vast creation. If Adam had admired and 
adored before, how much more so now, when with 
him was one to unite in songs of praise and gratitude. 
Doubtless, Eden rang with melodious notes of ador- 
ing love and thankftdness. If woman's voice be 
charming now, and man rejoins in deep-toned me- 
lody, what must their united praises have been when 
sin and sorrow were imknown ? Surely their songs 
were near akin to angels', and bespeak somewhat of 
the praises in which the redeemed in heaven eternally 
shall sing, when sin and death are no longer either 
felt or feared. 

May God, of His great mercy, grant us to learn 
from the subject we have had before us, how kind 
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and gracious He is ; how mindful of His creatures' 
wants, and how able and willing to provide accord- 
ing to aU that He sees needftd for their present and 
eternal good. 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and Terse.] 

John i. 

PRATER. * 

Lord, we pray Thee to grant that what we 
have been engaged in at this time may not pass 
away from our minds. Help us to think upon what 
we have heard and read. May it abide with us. 
May Satan not be permitted to come and steal away 
the word out of our hearts ; but may it be sealed 
home by the Holy Spirit upon our minds, and bring 
forth in us fruit to the praise and glory of Thy grace, 
for Christ's sake. Amen. 

CM. 1 Young children once to Jesus came, 
His blessing to entreat ; 
And I may humbly do the same 
Before His mercy-seat. 

2 Though now He is not here below. 

But on His heavenly hiU, 
To Him may little children go. 
And seek a blessing still. 

3 Well pleased those little ones to see. 

The dear Redeemer smiled ; 
Oh, then, He will not frown on me, 
A poor, unworthy child. 
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4 If babes, so manj years ago, 
His tender pity drew, 
He will not surely let me go 
Without a blessing too. 

6 Then while, this favour to implore. 
My little hands are spread, 
Do Thou Thy sacred blessing pour. 
Dear Jesus, on my head. Taylob. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost be 
with UB all. Amen. 
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CM. 1 LoBD, teacH a little ckild to pray, 
Thy grace betimes impart ; 
And grant Thy Holy Spirit may 
Renew my youthful heart. 

2 A sinful creature I was bom, 

And from my birth have stray'd ; 
I must be wretched and forlorn, 
Without Thy mercy's aid. 

3 But Christ can all my sins forgive. 

And wash away their stain ; 
Can fit my soul with Him to live. 
And in His kingdom reign. 

4 To Him let little children come, 

JPor He has said they may ; 
His bosom then shall be their home, 
Their tears He'll wipe away. 

5 For all who early seek His face 

Shall surely taste His love ; 
Jesus shall guide them by His grace 
To dwell with Him above. Taylob. 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, yerse and yerse.] 

Psalms i. and Ixxxiv. 

PRATER. 

Lord God, we ask Thee to give us grace at this 
time, that we may draw nigh to Thee in simplicity 
and in truth. 
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We are a Kttle company of poor sinners, but Thou 
hast said, for our encouragement, " I love them that 
love me, and those that seek me early shall find me." 
We are cheered and comforted by this Thy gracious 
promise, Lord, and we pray Thee to fulfil it to 
and for us. 

Thou hast said in Thy word, Lord, " Put me in 
remembrance: plead with me." Lord, help us so to 
do. Holy Spirit, come into our hearts ; take up 
Thy abode there. Make us the temple of the Holy 
Ghost, that thus, though we may not of ourselves 
know what to say or do, we may be led and taught 
by the Spirit. 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thy word ; and we 
pray Thee, give us inclination to read it, and hearts 
to feel it ; and do Thou so open our understandings, 
that we may understand Thy word. Lord, grant 
that it may dwell in our hearts. We pray for 
grace that we may not only " read, mark, learn," 
but that we may "inwardly digest Thy word." 

Lord, be Thou with us at this time. We are 
deprived of the privilege of going up to Thy house. 
Do Thou condescend graciously to meet with us here. 
Let our minds be kept from light and trifling thoughts. 
Give us with becoming seriousness to read and listen 
to Thy word. Help us to sing Thy praises, and, in 
our very humble measure, take a part in that blessed 
service in which those are engaged who were once 
like we now are, poor sinners in this vale of tears, 
but who are now around Thy throne, singing cease- 
lessly Thy praise. And do grant. Lord, that, through 
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the meritfl of Jesus, we may at length, when we have 
done and suffered Thy will here on earth, be per- 
mitted to join that happy company above, and with 
them unite in singing the song of Moses and the 
Lamb, through vast eternity. 

Lord, of Thy great mercy grant it, for Christ's 
sake. Amen. 

" Our Father," &c. 

CM. 1 There is a fountain fill'd with blood, 
Drawn from Immanuers veins; 
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. 

2 The dying thief rejoiced to see 

That fountain in his day ; 
And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away. 

3 Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 

Shall never lose its power. 
Till all the ransomed Church of God 
Be saved to sin no more. 

4 E'er since, by faith, I saw the stream 

Thy flowing wounds supply. 
Redeeming love has been my theme. 
And shall be till I die. 

5 Then in a nobler, sweeter song, 

111 sing Thy power to save ; 
"When this poor lisping, stammering tongue 
Lies silent in the grave. Cowpbb. 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and yerse.] 

John ii. 



{ 



14 SERVICE II. 

MAN'S FALL. 

'' Now the serpent was more svibtil them any head of the field 
which the Lord Ood had made. And he said tmto the 
woman, Yea, hath Ood said, Ye shall not eat of every tree 
of the garden ?" — Gen. iii. 1. 

We learn from the previous chapter, that everything 
that God had made was for the service of man. He 
had the control of all. Except in one single par- 
ticular, there was not the slightest possible reserve ; 
and Jehovah, as the Founder and Former of aU, had 
a perfect right to choose for Himself, or to reserve to 
Himself, whatsoever pleased Him. He was depen- 
dent upon none. He was under no necessity to do 
what He had done. Had He chosen. He might 
have given all into the hands of man without any 
restriction or reservation whatever ; but then He had 
deprived Himself of the test by which He sought to 
prove Adam, in regard to his homage and obedience. 
And, as Jehovah had other and still greater objects 
in view than even His first creation, and the invest- 
ing man with all the privileges of his primeval 
estate, the Lord chose to set up a standard whereby 
he might test Adam, and id connexion with which 
He might open out and unfold all the after-purposes 
of His love and mercy in relation to the grand 
scheme of redemption. That standard was coupled 
with the gracious intimation, " Of every tree of the 
garden thou mayest freely eat : but [here was the 
restriction] of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it : for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." 
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Now, let us not entertain the thought, even for a 
moment, that there was anything hard or harsh in 
this. If a nobleman were to say to a stranger, "You 
are at Hberty to walk at large through aU my house 
and domain ; you may inspect anything you please, 
or partake of whatever you choose, except one thing 
which I reserve to myself," — ^would that be thought a 
hard or unreasonable condition? If a parent were to 
say, " My child, whatever I have you are welcome 
to, except such and such a thing," would the child 
consider that exception unkind ? In both the case 
of the nobleman and the parent, would not the kind- 
dess and liberality far, far exceed the denial ? And, 
if this were so with creatures, who, after all, have 
nothing, strictly speaking, that is really their own, 
but only hold all they have as loans fipom Him in 
whom they live and move and have their being, 
how much greater right had God to reserve to Him- 
self whatever He chose ! 

But observe the craft of the serpent. He [mark, 
the Bible does not say it, for it was Satan who 
tempted Eve, in the form of a serpent — ^he] ap- 
proached, not with a direct denial of God's word, but 
with an inquiry. He puts a question. Had he at 
once and flatly said at flrst what he declared after- 
wards, the woman might have been awed and horror- 
stricken at such a daring denial of what her great 
and gracious Creator had said. In that case she 
might probably at once have fled from the tempter, 
rather than have parleyed with him. Here was her 
danger. In this way she was overcome. And hoit^ 
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we ought to beware, and to take heed what the Scrip- 
tures say, " Eesist the devil, and he will flee from 
you." We ought to do as our great Master did : 
" Get thee behind, Satan," said He. Satan was 
more than a match for Eve, even in her sinlessness ; 
how much more must he be for us, in our fallen condi- 
tion ! but then there is a gracious promise to all who 
feel their need of help : " When the enemy shall 
come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift 
up a standard against him." 

The thought may be suggested, " Was it not 
strange that Eve did not suspect something wrong 
when addressed by a serpent .^" In that early day. 
Eve might have scarcely been aware that the gift of 
speech was confined to mankind. We know that 
even now, in our fallen state, some creatures very 
closely imitate man in point of speech. Witness the 
parrot, for example. And, inasmuch as the serpent's 
being compelled to trail the ground was a part of its 
punishment, we have reason to believe it moved erect 
before. Doubtless those movements were graceftd 
and imposing. Its brilliant colours, its pliability, its 
piercing eye, its agility, all rendered it an object of 
attraction. When, in addition to these, there was 
its fair speech and insinuating, persuasive tongue, we 
can conceive how much more easily the woman was 
captivated. In all probability, she had left for a 
season her fair companion's side ; she was ranging 
in quest of new beauties, and seeking to feast her 
eyes with fresh delights. Of a sudden she is at- 
tracted by the brilliant colours, the graceful carriage. 
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the beautiful bearing of the serpent. Speech gives 
an additional charm. Not suspecting evH, Eve is 
drawn into temptation. She is in greatest danger, 
but heeds it not. She was too truthful. As the 
weaker vessel, had she sought counsel from Adam, 
she might have escaped the ruin that awaited her 
and hers. Satan was too crafty to approach the two 
in company. He cunningly attracted the one, and 
that the weaker. 

Moreover, there seemed, to a certain extent, a law- 
ftdness in both Satan's suggestion and the woman's 
wish. " In the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes 
shall be opened." " And when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant 
to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with her ; and he did 
eat." Her wish for wisdom, and a greater know- 
ledge of God and the things by which she was sur- 
rounded, would seem to have been the impelling 
motive. This was the bait with which the tempter 
plied her ; this is how he covered the snare he had 
laid for her feet. In a sense, so far she was to be 
pitied. But Eve was without excuse, nevertheless. 
She could not in the least wise charge God with the 
wrong, or a neglect of providing her with that 
wherewith to repel the tempter. Eve had within 
her that which is common to us all, conscience — God's 
kindly monitor, set up in every human breast, to 
give the " yes" or " no" to what is right or wrong. 

That Eve was an intelligent being, and that she 
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imderstood what God had commanded, is clear ; for 
she " said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees of the garden : but of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath 
said, Ye shall not eat 6f it, neither shall ye touch it, 
lest ye die." Observe this, " neither shall ye touch 
it." Here was clearly the intimation to shun the 
very appearance of evil. There was to be no parley- 
ing with sin ; no hovering about the temptation ; no 
touching the tree, lest the touch should lead to the 
taste. These are all very important lessons for us, 
and such lessons as Eve had not, for she had no 
warnings or besicons before her^ whilst we have multi- 
tudes. She had God's spoken word ; we have His 
icritten word, with ten thousand illustrations of good 
and evil. But the very position of Eve proved the 
existence of conscience. 

The danger of tampering with temptation is fur- 
ther seen, when we consider the terms in which 
Satan next addressed Eve. Not only does he give 
God the lie, but, in keeping with that daring pride 
and presumption which led to his own fall and 
banishment from heaven, he adds, " Ye shall be as 
gods, knowing good and evil." Here was a direct 
attack upon Jehovah's rightfiil prerogative and 
authority. Now had Satan thus spoken at first, as 
before seen, it might have affrighted Eve, but he had 
gradually and but too successfully drawn her into 
argument, and then into sin. 

Moreover, we see the effects of bad counsel and 
evil companionship. " She took of the fruit thereof, 
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and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her, 
and he did eat." Men seldom sin alone. They, for 
most part, more or less, draw others into the snare. 

May we learn &om the foregoing our ever-constant 
liability to do wrong ! Striking are the words of 
good Dr. Watts : — 



We sHonld suspect some danger nigh, 
When we possess delight." 



If Eve in Eden, with all her purity and all its 
properties, were in peril, how much more we, with 
" he«uis deceitfiil above all things and desperately 
wicked,'' and with Satan and the world ever on the 
alert to captivate and to allure I How does it be- 
hove us, therefore, instantly to exclaim, " Hold Thou 
me up, and I shall be safe;" "Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evH." 

PRATER. 

O Lord, we pray Thee, that we may take heed from 
what we have heard to " abstain from all appearance 
of evil." We know " that what was written afore- 
time was written for our learning;" and we pray, 
therefore, that the solemn portion of Thy word which 
has now been brought before us may not be lost 
upon us. Oh, give us Thy grace, that we may ever 
tremble at sin ! Do keep us, Lord, from trifling 
with temptation. May we shim sin as we would a 
serpent! When tempted, Lord, do, we beseech 
Thee, give us Thy grace, that we may say as Joseph 
did, "How then can I do this great wickedness, and 
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sin against Gk)dP" Oh, grant, we pray Thee, that 
we may ever remember that " Thou, God, seest us !'* 
We ask all for Christ's sake. Amen. 

8b & 7s. 1 One there is, above all others, 

Well deserves the name of Friend : 

His is love beyond a brother's, 
Costly, free, and knows no end : 

They who once His kindness prove. 

Find it everlasting love. 

2 Which of all onr friends to save ns 

CoTild or wonld have shed his blood P 
But the Saviotir died to have ns 

Reconciled in Him to God : 
This was boundless love indeed ! 
Jesns is a Friend in need. 

3 Oh for grace onr hearts to soften ! 

Teach ns. Lord, at length to love ; 
We, alas, forget too often 

What a Friend we have above : 
But when home onr souls are brought, 
We shall love Thee as we ought. Newton. 

" May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," &c. 
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88 & 7s. 1 Lord, a little band and lowly, 
We are come to sing to Thee ; 
Thou art great and high and holy, 
Oh, how solemn we should be ! 

2 Fill our hearts with thoughts of Jesus, 

And of heaven, where He is gone. 
And let nothing ever please us 
He would grieve to look upon. 

3 For we know the Lord of glory 

Always sees what children do, 
And is writing now the story 
Of our thoughts and actions too. 

4 Let our sins be aU forgiven ; 

Make us fear whate'er is wrong ; 
Lead us on our way to heaven, 
There to sing a nobler song. Mbs. Shbllbt. 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and verse.] 

Psalms li. and xxiii. 

PRATER. 

Lord Gk)d, once more we are assembled before 
Thee, and, in the name and for the merit's sake of 
Jesus, we venture to ask Thee to be in our midst. 
Oh, grant us, we pray Thee, Thy Holy Spirit! May 
He shed light upon our poor dark minds ! May He 
give us to see and feel what of ouraelY6& yt^ (^Qsm.Q\»^^^ 
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and feel! Lord, our hearts are hard. We don't feel 
as we would. We can't think of Thee, nor read of 
Thee, nor pray to Thee, as we would. We promise, 
Lord, but we can't perform. " To will is present with 
us, but how to perform that which is good we find not." 
Our hearts. Lord, so often lead us astray. We think 
or wish to do this, and we resolve to do the other; 
but. Lord, ere we are aware our thoughts are carried 
away, and we forget all about what we had promised 
to be or to do. Lord, pardon us and pity us, for 
Jesus' sake. We take comfort. Lord, from what 
Thy word tells us, that " like as a father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. 
For He knoweth our frajne ; He remembereth that we 
are dust." Lord, we know our earthly parents love 
and pity us, and, therefore, this cheers and comforts 
us in respect of Thee. Oh, do Thou bless us ! Be 
Thou our Father, and Thou the guide of our youth. 
Conduct us safely, Lord, through this evQ world, 
and at last bring us to Thy heavenly kingdom, 
where there shall be no more sin nor sorrow. Oh, 
grant us these our humble petitions, Lord, for 
Jesus Christ's sake ! Amen. 
" Our Father," &c. 

CM. 1 What is there, Lord, a child can do. 
That feels with guilt oppressed ? 
There's evil that I never knew 
Before within my breast. 

2 My thoughts are vain, m j heart is hard. 
My temper apt to rise ; 
And, when I seem upon my guard, 
It takes me by surprise. 
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3 Whene'er to Thy commands I turn, 

I find I've broken them ; 
And in Thy Holy Scriptures learn 
That God will sin condemn. 

4 "With pity to my prayer attend, 

My humble voice regard ; 
And Thine own Holy Spirit send, 
To melt a heart so hard. 

5 I feel there is no strength in me 

To do that work alone ; 
But, Lord, I come and look to Thee 
To change this heart of stone. Taylor. 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and yerse.] 

John iii 

MAN CALLED TO ACCOUNT. 

^ And they heard the voice of the Lord Ood walking in the 
ga/rden in (he cool of the day : and Adam and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the Lord Ood 
amongst the trees of the garden*' — Gen. iii. 8. 

What a change ! Instead of now, as before, being 
charmed at the presence of their great and gracious 
Benefactor, they had a dread of His approach. Sin 
always brings its own punishment. " A guilty con- 
science needs no accuser." By their one act of dis- 
obedience, our fore-parents were of a sudden bereft 
of their peace, their joy, their satisfaction. They 
brought upon themselves and their posterity incon- 
oeiyable woe. Death had been their threatened 
doom, and that death, with all its fearful conse- 
quences, they had, by sin, entailed upon themselves 
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and the whole human race. ^' Sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin ; and so dettth passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned." 

Oh, how fearM, even in that early day, and under 
the then present cirenmstanoes, was the result of dis- 
obeying God ! Not a cloud had passed over Adam's 
brow before ; not the vestige of fear or pain or dis- 
quiet had he known. All was bright and glorious. 
It was sunshine within and sunshine abroad. But 
now all was dark and drear. A sadness and a 
sorrow weigh down his spirits. He had accession of 
knowledge, truly, but what was it ? The knowledge 
that he and his were " naked " — stripped and shorn 
of peace, serenity, and that childlike simplicity and 
gladness which basked in a Father's smile. No 
greater contrast could have been. No loss so vast. 
No trial so real. It was Paradise bereft in one 
moment of its beauties. It was ten thousand times 
more terrible than the most destructive hurricane of 
a mid-winter's night bursting o'er the calmness and 
serenity of a summer's day. No shock of earth- 
quake, no convulsive heaves of nature, no riven rocks 
or upheaved seas, could compare with the desolation 
and the gloom which bespoke the fact, that man had 
disobeyed his Maker's will, and that sin had marred 
Jehovah's handiwork. 

Vain are our thoughts, and weaker still our lan- 
guage, whilst seeking to imagine or express the 
change — the direful change — ^which sin has wrought. 
Late in the history of time we have entered life; 
and, in turning over page after page of long bygone 



SERVICE HI. 25 

date, we have seen with too much truth and too 
deep sorrow, that " all flesh hath corrupted its way." 
We have, in this respect, never known man in any 
other character than that of sinner ; an alien from 
God. All beneath, around — ^behind, before,— de- 
clare the fact, that '^ sin hath reigned unto death." 
"The whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now." The falling leaf, the fading 
flower, as well as our own sickness and decay, testify 
that man has sinned. We can, therefore, have but 
the very faintest conception of what the bliss of 
Paradise, ere its blessed inhabitants had fallen. 

But here we will not dwell, but rather pass on- 
ward to consider the loving purpose about to be un- 
folded. " They heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day." The 
Holy One does not, as it were, burst upon His erring 
creatures of a sudden, and terrify them by His 
majesty, but He approaches cautiously and with 
measured step. Herein was shown His pity. Fur- 
ther, He waited " for the cool of the day." He did 
not come forth, as man would have done, in all the 
fire and fulness of His wrath, but calmly and de- 
liberately, as though He had well considered both 
time and circumstances. Again, He gives notice of 
His coming. His voice is heard before He HimseK 
is seen. The dread and deathly stillness is broken by 
the voice of God; and, such was His pity, that we 
believe there was mercy and tenderness wrapped up 
in the very tone of the inquiry, " Where art thou?" 
Adam had sinned, and grossly too, because he k^<i 
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despised the numberless gifts bestowed upon him, 
and treated with indifference the express command 
of his Maker. 

But in proof of the growing nature of sin — how it 
expands and deepens and multipKes — ^mark the 
answer to the question, "Where art thou?" "I 
heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was afiraid, 
because I was naked ; and I hid myself." Here was 
a lie added to the sin of disobedience. Sin begets 
sin. Sin in the root brings forth sin in the 
firuit. One sin is commonly committed to cloak 
another sin ; one lie told to hide another. This is 
how sin began and has continued to the present 
hour. This is sin in its very nature and essence. 
Sin upon sin, guilt upon guilt, iniquity upon ini- 
quity, and transgression upon transgression. Alas ! 
we have only to look into our own hearts, in the 
light of God's word, and under the teaching of His 
Spirit, to prove this. We know how, in numberless 
instances, we have striven to hide and cloak and 
deny sin before our fellow-creature. Although our 
consciences bore witness against us; although we 
too well knew that God saw all, yet, alas, how 
much more anxious have we been to conceal it fipom 
our poor feUow-creatures than to confess it before 
God, and to seek His forgiveness! 

We see, too, in the conduct of Adam, that there 
is nothing in the nature of sin itself to lead to the 
acknowledgment of it. Sin is of too hard and hard- 
ening a nature for this. A sense of sin, and sorrow 
for it, is the alone gift of God. Christ is " exalted to 
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be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to 
Israel, and forgiveness of sins." Therefore, if we 
would have a right view of sin, and true aad accept- 
able sorrow and contrition on account of it, we must 
as much seek this of God, as the pardon of sin and 
the peace flowing from it. Do not let us overlook 
this, for it is a matter of the very greatest import- 
ance. Nor do let us for a moment suppose that 
there is anything like merit, or what entitles us to 
mercy, because we are sorry, or because we go to 
God and acknowledge our transgressions. If a man 
were to commit a theft, and then go and tell the 
person £rom whom he had stolen that he had done 
so, would there be any merit in that ? Moreover, 
even if he restored what he had stolen, would that 
be a meritorious act P It would be right as far as 
it went ; it would be making amends to the best of 
his power. Still it would not do away with the 
theft. He were still a thief in the eye of the law, 
and still (to say the least) a person to be sus- 
pected for time to come. ' He had lost his charaicter, 
and it would be a work of time to recover it. But 
with respect to sin against God, the thing were 
widely different. To restore to Him — to recom- 
pense one's Maker for sin committed against Him — 
were an impossibility. It must be forgiveness jfrom 
Hini — a fall and firee pardon from Him — and that 
upon the virtue of Jesus' sufferings and death : it is 
this, and this alone, can save and bless the trans- 
gressor. 

We said that Adam added lying to disobedience. 
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" I was afraid, because I was ruJcedJ^ Now was this 
the cause of his hiding himself? Was it modesty 
made him afraid, and prompted him to seek a hiding- 
place? Nay, it was his having sinned that made 
him afraid, and it was guilt and fear led him to flee 
from the face of God. And this is always the effect 
of sin : it drives from rather than draws to. It is 
not the act of disobedience itself that prompts the 
child to go to the parent or the teacher to confess 
the wrong, and ask forgiveness, but it is another and 
a totally different spirit that induces this. 

The patience and tenderness of God is farther 
seen. " And He said, Who told thee that thou wast 
naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I 
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?" 
Now mark Adam's answer, and herein see a further 
proof of the dreadful nature of sin. " The woman 
whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of 
the tree, and I did eat." 

Mark the term in which Adam speaks of God's (as 
yet) best gift: "The woman!" What colder? 
what more heartless or thankless ? Who would have 
supposed it possible, an hour or two ago, that Adam 
would thus have spoken of her whom he admired 
and loved, and was more devoted to than all else of 
that beauteous creation by which he was sur- 
rounded ? " The woman ! " " whom Thou gavest to 
be with me." As though reproaching his Meiker ; 
as much as to say, " It was your fault. If t/ou had 
not given me the woman, I should not have been 
tempted." " She gave me of the tree, and I did eat." 
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As much as to say, " If it were not your fault, it was 
hers : it was not mine/' Thus Adam seeks to shift 
the blame. There is no falling under it himself. No 
self-condemnation, and, consequently, no true sor- 
row — ^no godly contrition. 

" And the Lord God said unto the woman. What 
is this that thou hast done P And the woman said. 
The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat." Here 
again was an attempt to deny the personal guilt, and 
to lay the blame elsewhere. But, when the answers 
of Adam and Eve are compared, it will be seen, we 
think, jthat though the latter was first in the trans- 
gression, the former sinned the more flagrantly, 
because he sought more to excuse himself — ^to re- 
flect upon God — and, as it were, to throw back His 
gift in His face. This proves, we repeat, the grow- 
ing and the hardening nature of sin; and this is 
seen, further, in the conduct of the third creature — 
Adam's flrst-bom — ^who to other sins added that 
awful one of murder ! Now, with these considera- 
tions before us, how well may we cry, " Lord, pre- 
serve us from the veriest approach of sin ; keep us 
from it in thought, lest it should break forth in word 
and deed;" for "out of the heart proceedeth evil 
thoughts," and these are followed by the greatest and 
most dreadful of sins. 

" And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Be- 
cause thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all 
cattle, and above every beast of the fleld ; upon thy 
belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the 
days of thy life : and I wUl put enmity between 
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thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
his heel," 

Now here was the first and here the richest, 
greatest, and most glorious promise eyer made to 
man. But for this, Adam and his companion in 
guilt must have sunk into the deepest and most 
hopeless despair; but, because God had "thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil," towards them, this great and 
glorious fact of a mighty Saviour to come to the 
rescue of poor sinners was proclaimed. Man had 
eaten of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 
and by the deed had entailed death upon all his 
posterity; but here in the self-same garden was 
planted another tree by Jehovah's own hand — even 
the Tree of Life, whose leaves were for the healing 
of the nations, that whoso plucked of the fruit of 
this Tree should live for ever. 

Have we seen this Tree of life which stands in 
the midst of the Paradise of God P Have we, by 
faith, though with trembling heart and timid hand, 
plucked of its precious fruit ? 

PRATER. 

Lord, we pray Thee to grant that Thy blessing 
may follow what we have now heard. Give us to 
feel how dreadful a thing it is to sin against Thee. 
Cause us to " abstain from all appearances of evU." 
May we watch against everything that would lead 
our hearts astray. Lord, may we shun forbidden 
paths ! May we tremble to take the first step in sin ! 
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May we not forget that one sin leads to another and 
another ! Holy Spirit, grant ns to remember 
how awftdly our first parents sinned against Thee ! 
May we think of the little beginnings, and to what 
they lead ! Keep us fipom parleying with Satan. 
Give us grace to resist him at once. May we think 
of what Eve would have been saved from, had she 
at once turned away from the tempter, and thought 
of OoiTa words rather than his words ! Lord, we 
thank Thee for Thy word. Give us to know it, and 
to feel it more and more, for Christ's sake. Amen. 

CM. 1 Oh that the Lord would guide my ways. 
To keep His statates still ! 
Oh that my God woiild grant me grace 
To know and do His will ! 

2 Oh, send Thy Spirit down to write 

Thy law npon my heart ! 
Nor let my tongue indulge deceit, 
Nor act the liar's part. 

3 From vanity turn off mine eyes ; 

Let no corrupt design, 
Nor covetous desires, arise 
Within this soul of mine. 

4 Order my footsteps by Thy word, 

And make my heart sincere ; 
Let sin have no dominion. Lord, 
But keep my conscience clear. 

5 My soul hath gone too far astray. 

My feet too often slip ; 
Yet, since I've not forgot the way, 
Restore Thy wandering sheep. 
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6 Make me to walk in Thy commands, 
'Tie a deUghtful road ; 
Nor let my head, or heart, or hands, 
Oflfend against my God. Watts. 

" May the grace," &o. 
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8.M. 1 Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain. 
Could give the guilty conscience peace, 
Or wash away the stain. 

2 But Christ, the heayenlj Lamb, 

Takes all our sins away ; 
A sacrifice of nobler name, 
And richer blood than they. 

3 My &,ith would lay her hand 

On that dear head of Thine, 
While like a penitent I stand. 
And there confess my sin. 

4 My soul looks back to see 

The burden Thou didst bear, 
While hanging on the cursed tree, 
And hopes her guilt was there. 

6 Believing, we rejoice 

To see the curse remove ; 
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice. 
And sing BJs bleeding love. Watts. 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and verse.] 

Psalms IxL and xvii. 

PRATER. 
O Lord, how kind hast Thou been to us, in this 
our long and so highly-favoured land, in giving xis 
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SO many and such great advantages ! Time was in 
England when, as now in other countries, men dare 
not meet together as we do now in this social and 
uninterrupted way. How many have forfeited their 
lives in the attempt ! How many of our poor fellow- 
creatures dare not read Thy word but in the most 
secret and stealthy way ! Such is the hostility to 
Thy word, by multitudes who at the same time are 
professing to serve Thee, that they would sooner 
commit that same word to the flames thau allow 
men in general to read it. Lord, save us, we pray 
Thee, from such sad delusion — such pitiable priest- 
craft ! Lord, do, in mercy, grant that, sadly as a 
nation we have undervalued Thy mercies, and justly 
as we have merited Thy displeasure, we may, never- 
theless, be saved from that direful thraldom which 
must necessarily foUow the spread of superstition 
and the increase of idolatry. Oh, let us never sub- 
stitute the sign for the substance! Let us put 
nothing in the place of Christ ! Suffer no prayers, 
no penance, no performances whatever of the orea- 
ture, to stand in the room and stead of Christ ! Let 
all reading, all praying, all ordinances, be but as a 
means to an end. That end, Christ! their object, 
Christ ! Let the language of our every petition— 
our every observance — our every service, be it pubho 
or private — at home or abroad — " in season or out of 
season " — ^let the practical language of aU such occu- 
pation or observance be, " Sirs, we would see Jesus ! " 
And when anything is substituted for Jesus, may 
there be all the discontent and dissatisfaction arising 
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from the conviction, "They have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him." 
Lord, create in our hearts intense longings after 
Christ ! Be our sincere language — 

'' None but Jesus, none but Jesus, 
Can do us, poor helpless sinners, good." 

Oh, grant us right views of Christ! May He be 
the All in all of our souls ! May we, under Thy 
precious teaching and power, Holy Ghost, be 
enabled to put in our claim to what the apostle 
declared : " Whom having not seen, ye love ; in 
whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory : 
receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of 
your souls." 

Lord, grant us these mercies, we beseech Thee ; 
and be pleased also, in great mercy, to grant that 
these meetings may contribute to this end, and that 
we may indeed find it good thus to wait upon the 
Lord. We ask it for Christ's sake. Amen. 

« Our Father," &c. 

CM. 1 Thou dear Bedeemer, dying Lamb, 
We love to hear of Thee ; 
No music's like Thy charming name, 
Nor half so sweet can be. 

2 Oh, may we ever hear His .voice 

In mercy to us speak ! 
Then in our Priest will we rejoice. 
The great Melchisedec. 

3 Our Jesus shall be still our theme. 

While in this world we stay ; 
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Well sing our Jesos* loTelj name 
When all things else decay. 

4 When we appear in jonder cloud. 

With all His favonred throng. 

Then will we sing more sweet, more loud. 

And Christ shall be our song. 

GsNiacK. 

ABEL'S OFFERING, AJSTD WHY IT WAS 

ACCEPTED. 

" And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain hrovglU of 
the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord. And 
Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of (he 
fat thereof And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his 
offering : but unto Cain and to his offering he had not re- 
ject. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance 
/eZZ."— Gen. iv. 3—5. 

On previous occasions we have contemplated the 
entrance of sin and its dreadful consequences — ^how 
it brought death and destruction into this once beau- 
tiful world. We have seen how creation itself, in 
all its perfection and attractiveness, was marred. 
How, as a consequence of transgression, " the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
xmtil now." The close of the previous chapter to 
that whence our text is taken, tells us how "the 
Lord God sent Adam forth from the garden of 
Eden, to till the ground from whence he was 
taken ;" and a previous verse or two declared, that 
" cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life ; thorns also 
and thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; and thou 
shalt eat the herb of the field ; in the sweat of thy 
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face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground ; for out of it wast thou taken : for dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return." What a state 
of things was this ! How awful the contrast ! 

We learnt, however, from the same chapter, how 
kindly and mercifully the Most High gave intima- 
tion, even in that then dreadftd state of things, of a 
remedy which only Infinite Wisdom could devise, 
unparalleled love submit to, and omnipotent power 
accomplish. The seed of the woman was to bruise 
the serpent's head. A great and gracious Saviour 
was in due time to appear. 

From the moment of that wondrous announce- 
ment, two powers more or less operated within the 
breast of man : the power of conscience and the power 
of hope or expectation. 

Conscience was implanted in man's nature ere he 
fell. Conscience prompted Eve, conjointly with the 
knowledge God had given her, to say to the tempter, 
" We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 
but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of 
the garden, God hath said, Te shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die." Hence she 
sinned without excuse, because she acted contrary to 
the dictates of her own mind, the suggestions of her 
conscience. 

Oh, how great a boon is conscience ! What a gift 
was it ! It was not only a great gift, but a general 
one. All have it, as a part and parcel of their very 
nature. The use of it is another consideration. The 
apostle, speaking of this great gift, says, "Thsit 
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consciences . . • meanwliile accusimg or else ^reusing 
one another." None, at the last great day of account, 
will be able to charge God with injustice, inasmuch 
as He, our gracious and merciful Creator, implanted 
in every breast this inward monitoi--this judge, or 
umpire, to give the " yes " or " no " to every pro- 
posal, be it good or bad. Who of us, from earliest 
childhood, but can remember the workings of con- 
science — how it intimated to us what was right or 
wrong — ^whether to do this or to avoid that — to say 
this or to speak that. 

When a very little boy, I remember reading of a 
chUd, who was in the habit of going to an upper 
room or loffc where there was a store of apples ; but, 
as she went from time to time to steal these apples, 
she met with something that greatly troubled her, 
for there happened to have been placed in that store- 
room an old oil-painting. It was a large face, the 
eyes of which, go to what part of the room the little 
girl might, seemed to follow her ; and they appeared 
to be saying to her, as she stooped down to take up 
the apples, " Ah ! I see you. It is very naughty. 
I'll tell upon you. You are sure to be found out." 
Well, this so annoyed the little girl, from time to 
time, that she was determined to put a stop to this 
speechifying of these two great staring eyes ; so she 
got a small knife or pair^of scissors, and struck them 
out. Ah, but there were still the two large holes in 
place of the eyes, and she never could look at them, 
without thinking of the et/es, and what thei/ used to 
say to her. She had put out the eyes, but she had 
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not — nor could she — get rid of her conscience. More- 
over, the very means she had adopted for sinning 
without rebuke only served to discover her guilt; 
for, when what had befallen the painting came to be 
found out, it led to such inquiries as at last to reveal 
the whole facts. 

Oh, then, be it ours, dear young friends, ever to 
value that great gift of God, a conscience^ and to ask 
Him that it may be kept tender and susceptible of 
impression, the very reverse of that hapless condition 
when it is said to be " seared as with a hot iron." 
Having ceased to be heeded, it, for a season, ceases 
to act, until at length, roused from its torpor, it acts 
as a witness that refuses to be put down — an accuser 
whose voice cannot be gainsayed. 

Now, in the spirit in which the heathen, to this 
day, make their oflferings to their false gods, and 
seek to appeaso their consciences by this sacrifice or 
that service, no doubt Cain made his oflFering to the 
Lord. He was not pronlpted by hve^ but rather by 
fear — a slavish fear — to do what he did. Moreover, 
he brought of the fruit of the ground as aa oflFering ; 
and even this, it has been supposed, was what was 
of little value — ^mere refuse — the worst rather than 
the hesty that could be found; something that cost 
him little. It was a sa<3rifice more in name and 
appearance than in reality. It lacked motive, it 
wanted intention; it was form, rather than power. 
It was outward, not inward. The oflfering was an 
earthly oflfering. It savoured of man\s doings. It 
was trying by a creature act, and with creature 
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things, to please God, or rather to satisfy the clainis 
of conscience. In all probability it was a copy, after 
a sort, of something that Adam had said or done. 
There was a lack of hearty a want of sincerity^ an 
absence of the true spirit of sacrifice. It was giving 
to God that which cost little or nothing. Last, but 
not least, there was a total want of faith. Hence 
whilst the act was defective, the object was not 
known. Cain was in utter ignorance of the true 
spiritual meaning of a sacrifice or offering. 

Not so Abel. To him a discovery had been made. 
In perfect imison with the revelation made to Adam, 
in connexion with the first promise — that of the seed 
of the woman which was to bruise the serpent's head 
— ^Abel offered a sacrifice which, whilst it prtictically 
acknowledged his ofience, his sin, his righteous con- 
demnation, viewed — laid hold of — ^rejoiced in that 
divinely-discovered and mercifully-revealed way by 
which God could be just, and yet the Justifier of him 
who believeth in Jesus. As Christ, in the days of 
His flesh, testified, "Abraham desired to see my 
day ; he saw it, and was glad ;" so Abel, by virtue 
of the self-same faith, implanted by the self-same 
Qt)d, saw Christ as " the Lamb slain from the foun- 
dation of the world." That great but most solemn 
fact of which the apostle speaks, was revealed even 
in those early times, to Abel, namely, that " withou t 
the shedding of blood there is no remissionJ^ Hence 
in proof of his belief in the only sacrifice that God 
had provided, or ever would provide, he presented, in 
type, figure, and representation, one of the firstlings 
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of his flock. He chose, not the weak, the lean, or 
the refuse, but the healthiest and the best, that, as 
the Antitype was to be without blemish or without 
spot, so his type should be without blemish and 
without spot likewise. And his victim was slain. 
Its blood was shed, in token that Christ, the great 
and the gracious Saviour, must die ; that the divine 
honour might thereby be magnified and divine jus- 
tice satisfied; and the guilty and condemned be 
saved from eternal death and destruction, through 
and by the death of the great Substitute. 

Thus Abel practically confessed his guilt, and 
acknowledged the justness of the sentence of con- 
demnation ; and thus, with holy satisfaction and 
adoring gratitude, as practically testified his belief of 
and confidence in that great and gracious Saviour 
which Jehovah had provided. Hence it was re- 
corded of him, " By faith Abel offered unto God a 
more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he ob- 
tained witness that he was righteous, God testifying 
of his gifts : and by it he being dead yet speaketh." 

The whole subject appeals powerfully to us, dear 
young friends. We have heard much and often of a 
Saviour; yea, from very infancy "Jesus," the 
Saviour — " Christ," the Anointed — have been quite 
household words with us. Do we know Him as our 
Saviour ? Have we fled for refuge to Him, as the 
hope — the only hope — set before us in the Gospel ? 

Let us beware of resting in mere forms, or being 
carried away by profession or ceremony. To a himian 
spectator it is questionable whether any, or but little^ 
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difiEerence oonld have been seen between the ofEermg 
of Cain and that of Abel. It was acknowledgment 
in both ; it was reverential in both ; it was a virtaal 
confession of what was dne to God in both ; but ah, 
how imperfect — ^how radically defective— in the light 
we have seen, on tlie part of the one ! As we have 
attempted to show, Abel's offering was not an offer- 
ing simply, bat a sacrifice. It was presented in faith. 
Its whole and sole object was Christ ! It was not a 
substitute for Christ, but a typical and symbolical 
representation of the Person and perfect work of 
Christ. And as it was not a substitute for Christ, so 
neither was it an additional sacrifice, as though the 
death of Christ were not sufficient. Christ, in His 
Person and work, was set forth in type and figure, 
before He came, because He had not as yet come, 
and because such types and figures were perpetually 
to show forth both His coming, and the necessity of 
His coming ; but at length, having so come, and in 
His own person, and by His own personal sacrifice, 
ratified and confirmed all the types and all the 
shadows by which He had aforetime been repre- 
sented, those types and shadows were henceforth and 
for ever done away. Hence any type, symbol, or 
representation that may now be adopted, so far £rom 
being commendable to the creature, or acceptable to 
God, is in direct opposition to His revealed will, and 
a virtual rejection of Christ, as though His work were 
imperfect, without this addition. 

Let us beware of this ; and let us pray God to 
lead us simply and aright, feeling that whilst Abel's 
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oflfering was acceptable because it was oflFered in 
faith, so "without faith it is impossible to please 
God/' And that faith always looks to and centres 
in Christ, as that only and complete and all-sufficient 
Saviour which Jehovah hath provided. 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read roand, verse and verse.] 

John xi. 

PRAYER. 

Gracious Lord, grant that what we have now been 
considering may make a lasting impression upon our 
hearts. Oh, let not Satan come and steal away the 
seed that has been sown ! But may it prove, by Thy 
power, O Holy Spirit, to have been sown, not by 
the wayside merely, or upon stony ground, but upon 
good ground, where there is depth of earth, so that 
it may spring up and bring forth fruit, some thirty, 
some sixty, some a hundred fold! Oh, water the 
seed sown. Lord, we pray Thee ! Suitably affect our 
minds. Impress our souls. Warm our too often cold 
and lifeless hearts. May the name of Jesus be sweet 
unto us, yea, "sweeter than honey, or the honey- 
comb I " May He be " all our salvation and all our 
desire !" Oh, so work upon us. Holy Spirit, that, 
looking up to the Lord, we may be able in all truth- 
fulness and sincerity — each for oneself — to say, 
" Whom have I in heaven but Thee ? and there is 
none upon earth that I desire beside Thee. My 
flesh and my heart faileth: but Grod is the 
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strength of my heart, and my portion for ever." 
Lord, grant it for Christ's sake. Amen. 

" May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," &o. 

7b & 6b. II lay my sins on Jesns — 

The spotless Lamb of Grod ; 
He bears them all, and frees us 

From the accursed load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus, 

To wash my crimson stains 
White in His blood most precious^ 

Till not a spot remains. 

2 I lay my wants on Jesus — 

All fulness dwells in Him;. 
He heals all my diseases, 

He doth my soul redeem. 
I lay my griefs on Jesus, 

My burden* and my cares j 
He from them all releases. 

He aU my sorrows shares. 

3 I rest my soul on Jesus — 

This weaiy soul of mine ; 
His right hand me embraces,. 

I on His breast recline. 
I love the name of Jesus, 

Immanuel, Christ the Lord I 
Like fragrance on the breezes. 

His name is spread abroad. 

4 I long to be like Jesus — 

Meek, lowly, loving, mild ; 
I long to be like Jesus, 

The Father's holy child. 
I long to be with Jesus, 

Amid the heavenly throng. 
To sing with saints His praises, 

To learn the angels' song. Anon. 
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8s & 7s, 1 Come, thou Poiiiit of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace ; 
Streams of mercy never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

2 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God ; 
He, to save my soul from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood. 

4 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be ! 
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter. 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 

4 Prone to wander. Lord, I feel it ; 
Prone to leave the God I love : 
Here's my heart. Lord, take and seal it. 
Seal it from Thy courts above. 

BOBINSON. 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING, 

[To be read round, verse and verse.] 

Psalms xci. and xcv. 

PRATER. 

O liord, althougli we may this day be prevented 
by unfavourable weather from attending Thy house, 
help us gratefully to remember Thy divine faithful- 
ness, in that Thou hast ever been true to Thy word. 
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Although the wiokedness of man was so great, that 
Thou didst out off nearly all mankind by a flood, jet 
Noah found such grace in Thy sight, that Thou 
didst smell a sweet savour when he built an altar, 
and offered a sacrifice unto Thee. Thou didst then 
declare, whilst entering into a covenant with him 
and his seed for ever, that there should be " seed- 
time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 
and winter, and day and night." Lord, "Thou hast 
ever been mindful of Thy covenant." Thou hast 
never forgotten Thy word, nor failed in its fulfilment. 
There has been a succession of day and night, sum- 
mer and winter, age after age and generation after 
generation. Lord, we thank Thee. Help us in the 
attempt so to do this day. 

And grant. Lord, now we are detained from 
Thy sanctuary, that we may be led more to think 
upon its privileges. Well may we ask, " And will 
the Lord in very deed dwell with men ? " How 
condescending and how gracious, that He "whom 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain, and who 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands," should 
deign to stoop so low as to interest Himself in the 
worship of such poor sinners as we are I Thou hast 
told us in Thy word, Lord, that " Thou lovest the 
gates of 2iion more than all the dwellings of Jacob." 
Tea, Thou hast said that, "Wheresoever two or three 
are gathered together in Thy name, there art Thou 
in the midst of them." Lord, we hope that we — 
poor and weak and sinfiil as we are — are met together 
in Thy name at this time. Oh^ be Thou manifes- 
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tively in our midst ! Warm our cold hearts, Lord. 
Eaise our thoughts Christward and heavenward. 
Help us in very deed to worship Thee. Thou hast 
said, " Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me." Oh, 
make us to praise Thee ! Thou art indeed worthy 
of all praise and adoration. Thy love is so vast, 
Thy mercies are so manifold. Thy power is so infi- 
nite, Thy forbearance so great. Thy long-suffering so 
marvellous. Thy grace so boundless. Thy compassion 
so imoeasing, that we would, Lord, be lost in 
wonder, love, and praise, in the contemplation. 

Oh, help us, we pray Thee, Lord, to worship 
Thee acceptably ! Make it a time of refreshing by 
Thy presence and Thy power. We ask it, for Christ's 
sake. Amen. 

" Our Father," &c. 



7's. 1 Jesus, lover of my soul, 

Let me to Thy bosom fly, 
"Wliile the nearer waters roll, 

While the tempest still is high ! 
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide. 

Till the storm of life is paat ; 
Safe into the haven guide ; 

Oh, receive my soul at last ! 

2 Other refuge have I none — 

Hangs my helpless soul on Thee 
Leave, ah, leave me not alone, 

Still Bupport and comfort me : 
All my trust on Thee is sta^d. 

All my help from Thee I bring ; 
Cover my defenceless head 

With the shadow of Thy wing. 
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3 Thon, O Obrist, art all I want; 

More than all in Thee I find ; 
Baise the fallen, cheer the faint. 

Heal the sick, and lead the blind. 
Jnst and holj is Thy name, 

I am all unrighteonsness ; 
False, and full of sin I am. 

Thou art full of truth and grace. 

4 Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 

Grace to cover all mj sin ; 
Let the healing streams abound. 

Make and keep me pure within. 
Thou of life the Fountain art, 

Freely let me take of Thee : 
Spring Thou up within my heart. 

Rise to all eternity. Wbblit. 



THE BUILDING OF THE ARK, 
Cofne thou and all thy house into the arhJ' — Gbn. viL 1. 



« 



These words stemd connected with one of the mart 
wonderful facts contained in the Bible. Wonderfbl 
as the Book of books is, this is one of its greatest 
wonders. It shows at once the potcer and the pUg 
of our God. His poiver is proved in His destruotion 
of the whole human race, save and except eight souls 
merely ; His piti/ in that He did save them. 

Now, may the Lord enable us to consider this 
great subject in a way that shall be to His gloay, 
and for our good. 

First, let us observe it was for sin — ^it was for the 
wickedness of man — that God brought this great — 
this awful destruction. "And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
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every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil oontinually. And it repented the Lord 
that He had made man on the earth, and it grieved 
Him at His heart." We dearly see from this lan- 
guage what a hateful thing sin must be in G-od's 
sight. When we think of the very character of God 
— that " God is love " — ^how dreadful a thing must 
that be which caused it to be recorded, that "it re- 
pented the Lord that He had made man on the earth," 
yea, that "«Y grieved Him at His hearf Stronger 
language could not be used. And although, in order 
to come down to the capacities of man,, God is pleased 
oftentimes to speak after the manner of men, the 
words prove, in the most forcible manner, God's utter 
abhorrence and detestation of sin. 

Oh, how should this cause m to hate and abhor sia 
also ! How does our love of sin, emd our littie con- 
cern about it, prove how imlike God we are ! Even 
if we have been taught better; even if God has 
brought us out, and separated us in thought and 
taste and desire from a world lying in the wicked 
one ; yet withal how much there is in us and about 
us that is un-Godlike ! Even the Psalmist, " the 
man after God's own heart," was compelled to 
cry, " My soul cleaveth unto the dust : quicken Thou 
me, Lord, according unto Thy word." Oh, if 
David said this, what may we sayP Let not any 
for a moment imagine that they are without sin^ or 
only little sinners. Well may such be reminded of 
what the apostle testifies : " If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves^ and the truth is not in 

"a 
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us;" but then he adds, for the enoouragement of 
any who may feel sin to be a burden, and who mourn 
over it, and weep under it, day by day, " But if we 
confess our sins. He is faithful and jtist to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
I pray God that any of you, my dear young 
friends, who may have found it to be " an evil and 
a bitter thing to sin against the Lord," may be 
strengthened and encouraged to look to Him, who 
has so kindly and tenderly said, ^^ Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart : and ye 
shall find rest imto your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light." Oh, be it yours to 
think and act upon those sweet words you so often 
sing— 

*' Just as I am, without one plea, 
But tliat Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come ! 

" Just as I am, and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot. 
But that Thy blood may cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of Grod, I come !" 

Now, although the Lord was about to bring such 
a wide-spread destruction upon the earth, yet how 
much mercy and how much goodness did He display, 
notwithstanding ! 

1. Observe it in that the Lord told Noah what He 
was about to do. Even though He saw fit merdftdly 
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to save him and his. family, He might have kept the 
fact in the dark till the last moment, and then have 
rescued him in some marvellous and miraculous 
manner. But no, God was pleased to give Noah 
timely intimation. 

2. Not only so, but God was pleased also to reveal 
to His servant the way in which He intended to save 
him ; and, moreover. He gave him express directions 
how and with what materials he was to build the 
ark in which he and his family were to be saved. 
The Ijord showed so much condescension in that He 
gave such minute particulars as to the shape and 
size of the* ark ; what its length and what its breadth, 
and how it was to be arranged. 

3. How. marvellous and how mighty must the 
constraint of Jehovah have been both upon birds and 
beasts — yea, upon flesh of all kinds — in that they 
should all assemble at one time and one place for one 
and the same object, even the entering in at the ark ! 
How powerless would Noah and his very few fol- 
lowers have been, had their collecting together these 
numberless creatures, so different in size and form 
and habit, rested upon them ! It was by the express 
conmiand of God, and alone by His constraining 
power, that they were thus assembled and brought 
together, from the very extremes of the earth and 
frt)m the lofty skies, at this critical juncture, and for 
this one mighty object. 

4. Equally wonderful is the contemplation of the 
supply of food, so large in quantity and so diverse in 
kind. Begard the matter in what light we tdl^j, ^ 

^ 1 
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bespeaks the handiwork of a God I If we entertain 
the idea, that a sufficiency was collected for the sus- 
tenance of all — for man and beasts and birds— during 
their sojum in the ark, it is wonderful ; and won- 
derful also how such provision was kept in a condi- 
tion fit for use for so long a period. Or (which per- 
sonally we deem more likely) if God graciously 
granted that, as with the barrel of meal and the 
little oil in the cruse, neither the one wasted, nor 
the other failed, but supported the prophet and the 
widow and her son a whole year, so with the provi- 
sion in the ark, it proved a continuous, inexhaustible 
supply. Doubt as men may, and object as they do, 
it was no more difficult for Jehovah thus to cause 
the food in the ark, to multiply, according to the con- 
tinuous necessities of His creatures, than it was for 
Him to arrange, with respect to the people of 
Israel, that " their clothes should not wax old, nor 
their feet swell, during their forty years' wander- 
ings." Equally easy was it with Him, who is "won- 
derful in counsel and excellent in working," thus to 
nourish the numberless occupants of the ark, as to 
supply the " five thousand men, besides women and 
children, with five barley-loaves and a few small 
fishes." 

Dear young friends, I would commend to you the 
simplicity of belief whioh the Bible so enjoins, and 
which is so productive of peace to the possessor of this 
childlike faith. Never lend yourselves to a cavilling 
as to the unlikelihood or improbability of this or that 
statement in the word of God. Be it your standing 
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motto — a sufficient answer for all cavillers, in Gotts 
view, and you will honour Him by adopting it and 
adhering to it, in spite of all the sophistic and all 
the reasoning powers of the carnal mind — " Is there 
anything too hard for the Ijord ?" At whatever cost 
of feeling — ^however much you may be ridiculed or 
scoflfed at by your poor fallen fellow-creature — who 
is but a helpless mortal, after all — seek to possess 
that simple God-honouring faith which prompted a 
poor old woman once thus to answer her son. He 
had been arguing upon the absurdity of the fish 
swallowing Jonah, when she replied, " If it had said, 
that Jonah swallowed the fish, I would have be- 
lieved it, because the Bible said so." Dear young 
Mends, this is the faith I would have you seek ; this 
is the feeling to cultivate. It may — and I know it 
does — ^run counter to the spirit of the age in which 
we live ; nevertheless it is the spirit of the Scripture, 
These are the principles and the actings of the faith 
which God gives. It produces peace in the heart — 
calmness in the conscience — and brings glory to God. 
And He has said, " Him that honoureth me I will 
honour, whilst he that despiseth me shall be lightly 
esteemed.'' 

" 'Tis precious faith the promise sees, 
^ And trusts to Christ alone ; 
Laughs at impossibilities, 
And cries, * It shall be done.' " 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and verse.] 

Isaiah zL 
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PRATER. 

Lord, we pray Thee, to enable us to refleot upon 
that in which we have been at this time engaged. 
Suffer not those thoughts which have just been awak- 
ened in our minds to pass away. Lord, give us 
that simple childlike faith of which we have heard. 
Grant that the desires which have been enkindled in 
our hearts, whilst attempting to sing Thy praise and 
to listen to Thy word, may be strengthened and 
perpetuated. Oh, let not such be as " the morning 
cloud, or the early dew, which passeth away ! " But 
give stability, Lord — a holy stedfastness. Lord, 
we have had so many, many times serious thoughts 
and impressions ; but alas ! alas ! they have so soon 
worn away. We have so soon forgotten all our re- 
solutions and determinations. We knew not that 
we were so weak. We thought not that we were so 
vain. We heeded not our danger. But, Lord, 
in spite of the past, be with us now ; help us now ; 
strengthen us now. Enable us now to " deny self, 
take up our cross daily, and follow Thee." And do 
grant, Lord, we pray Thee, that this service may 
contribute to this blessed end. We ask it, for 
Christ's sake. Amen. 

P.M. 1 My God, my Father, while I stray. 

Far from my home, on life's rough way, ♦ 
Oh, teach me from my heart to say, 

Thy wiU be done ! 

2 If Thou shouldst call me to resign, 
What most I prize, it ne'er was mine, 
I only yield Thee what was Thine ; 

Thy will be done. 



SERVICE T. 56 

3 E'en if again I ne'er should see 

The friend more dear than life to me, 
Ere long we both shall be with Thee ; 

Thy wiU be done. 

4 Should pining sickness waste awaj 
My life in premature decay, 

My Father, still I strive to say. 

Thy wiU be done. 

5 If but my fainting heart be blest 
With Thy sweet Spirit for its guest. 
My God, to Thee I leave the rest ; 

Thy will be done. 

6 Renew my will from day to day. 
Blend with it Thine, and take away 
All that now makes it hard to say. 

Thy will be done. 

7 Then, when on earth I breathe no more 
The prayer oft mixed with tears before, 
I'll sing upon a happier shore. 

Thy wiU be done. 

Lady Osbobns. 
" The gntoe of our Lord Jesus Christ," &o. 
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7's. 1 Comb, my soul, thy suit prepare, 

Jesus loves to answer prayer ; 
He Himself has bid thee pray, 
Therefore will not say thee nay. 

2 Thou art coming to a King, 
Large petitions with thee bring ; 
For His grace and power are such. 
None can ever ask too much. 

3 With my burden I begin : 
Lord, remove this load of sin ! 
Let Thy blood, for sinners spilt. 
Set my conscience free from guilt. 

4 Lord, I come to Thee for rest. 
Take possession of my breast ; 

There Thy blood-bought right maintain. 

And without a rival reign. Newton. 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and Terse.] 

Psalms vii. and xxxiv. 

PRAYER. 

Lord, grant us to approach Thee imbued with 
a deep and becoming sense of Thy great mercy 
towards us. Thy mercies are so continuous and so 
uninterrupted, Lord, that we are too apt to take 
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them as a matter of oourse. We live too muoh in 
the spirit of those who thoughtlessly and thanklessly 
say, "To-morrow shall be as to-day, and muoh more 
abundant." We forget, alas ! that we are dependent 
upon Thee for every breath we draw, for every 
blessing we receive, both in Providence and grace. 
It is " in Thee we live and move and have our 
being.'* " Thou takest away their breath, they 
die.'* Every beating pulse is regulated by Thyself. 
"We are fearftilly and wonderfully made.'* We 
oould not raise a hand, nor place one foot before the 
otiier, without Thee. Nature, however complete, 
orderly, and beautiful, both animate and inanimate, 
oould not perform a single function without Thyself, 
the Great Designer, Author, Promoter, and Sustainer 
of all. Oh, then. Lord, help us to think (rf Thee in 
and through Thy works I Grant us, Lord, to enter 
into Thy Spirit, and adopt the language of the 
Psalmist when he exclaimed, " When I consider Thy 
heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which Thou hast ordained ; what is man, that 
Thou art mindful of him P and the son of man, that 
Thou visitest him? For Thou hast made him a 
little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him 
with glory and honour." 

Thus possess us, Lord, with a holy reverential 
fear of Thee. Thus lead us to contemplate Thy 
doings, and cause us to feel that;, if Thou art so 
great as to " weigh the mountains in scales, and the 
hills in a balance, and to take up the isles as a very 
little thing," and yet at the same time art so con- 



58 SERVICE VI. 

descending as to " hear the young ravens when they 
ory," and not to suffer a sparrow to fall on the 
ground without Thy knowledge, we have no need 
to fear that Thou wilt overlook us, of whom Thou 
hast said, " Even the very hairs of your head are all 
numhered." 

Lord, under the teaching and power of Thy 
Spirit, may we be led to think much of Thy great- 
ness, at the same time to contecaplate Thy goodness! 
Be Thou yet more and more revealed to us as the 
great, the good, the glorious God, " without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy,'* and who hath 
declared that, though Thou art " the high and lofly 
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy ; I 
dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that 
is of a contrite and humble q)irit, to revive the spirit 
of the humble, and to revive the heart of the con- 
trite ones." 

" Our Father," &c. 

CM. 1 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear ! 
It Bootlies His sorrows, heals His wounds, 
And drives away his fear. 

2 It makes the wonnded spirit whole, 

And calms the troubled breast ; 
'Tis manna to the hungry soul, 
And to the weary, rest. 

3 Dear name ! the rock on which I build. 

My shield and hiding-place ; 
My never-failing treasury, fill'd 
With boundless stores of grace. 
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4 Jesus, my Saviour, Shepherd, Friend, 
My Prophet, Priest, and King, 
My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
Accept the praise I bring. 

6 Weak is the effort of my heart. 
And cold my warmest thought ; 
But when I see Thee as Thou art 
III praise The as I ought. Newton. 

THE ARK IN ITS PROGRESS. 

"And they {hat went in, went in nude and female of all 
flesh, as God had commanded him : and the Lord shut him 
in," — Gen. vii. 16. 

We have now to look on the opposite side of the 
picture to what we contemplated at our last meeting, 
and see how those acted, and what became of them, 
who in Noah's day had not the faith of which we 
then spoke. Remember the record in the 11th of 
Hebrews, with respect to Noah and his faith; we 
there read : " By faith Noah, being warned of God 
of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house ; by the which he 
condemned the world, and became heir of the right- 
eousness which is by faith." Now look — 

1. At the fact of the time during which the ark 
was in the course of construction, one hundred and 
twenty yeeurs ! Reflect upon this for a moment. A 
hundred and twenty years— a period far exceeding 
the age of the oldest man out of the millions upon 
millions now upon earth. At your leisure, dear 
young people, take your pencils, and multiply these 
years into months and weeks and days and hours ; 
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and then contemplate God's marvellous long-suflfer- 
ing and forbearance in regard to those who lived 
before the flood. It was in Him they " lived and 
moved and had their being " then, even as we now. 
Their breath was in their nostrils, even as ours, 
Tfiey were equally dependent upon God for every 
breath they drew, and every pulse that beat, even as 
we. It was as true then as now, " He taketh away 
their breath, they die." And yet, hour by hour, and 
moment by moment, as they were dependent upon 
God, their great Creator, although utterly insensible 
to His goodness and mercy, still He bore with them 
all through that protracted period; for doubtless 
many — ^yea, a very large proportion — in those days 
lived throughout the whole length of time in which 
the ark was building. Without doubt, very many 
saw both its commencement and its completion. 

Of what a hardening nature, then, is sin and un- 
belief ! Time (however long) and events (however 
significant) failed to arouse the antediluvians to a 
sense of their danger, and to a concern for their 
safety. 

2. There can be no question that many who had 
no belief whatever in either Noah or his mission, 
were personally engaged — and that from month to 
month and year to year — in the construction of the 
ark. This is a most solemn consideration. !E!n- 
gaged upon it, but never to be saved in it. Ah, this 
may well suggest to us the inquiry, are there not 
many — ^yea, very many — engaged in the work of Gkxi 
externally, but have no interest internally P Theirs 
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is profession, not possession. They labour, but do not 
love. As was the case with those engaged about the 
ark, they toiled for a livelihood as it progressed, but 
had no interest in its definite object. So with those 
who merely name the name of Christ. " Put me, I 
pray thee," we read in the first book of Samuel, second 
chapter, and thirty-sixth verse, "into one of the 
priests' offices [or somewhat about the priesthood] 
that I may eat a piece of bread." 

To profess Christ, or be employed nominally in 
His service, for fiUhi/ lucre\s sake, is one of the 
greatest sins of which man can be guilty ; and yet, 
alas! is it not to be feared, that this is the con- 
straining motive with but far too many P The 
building of the ark teaches an awful lesson in this 
respect. Oh, that it may lead us, dear young 
friends, into a close scrutiny of our motives ! May 
the subject produce " great searching of heart," and 
cause us to cry, in the language of the 139th Psalm : 
" Search me, God, and know my heart : try me, 
and know my thoughts : and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlast- 
ing." This searching of heart never does harm ; it 
may, by God's grace, do us much good. Well, in- 
deed, is it when we can uiifeignedly say — 

" Do not I love Thee, dearest Lord P 
Oh, search this heart and see ; 
And from my bosom tear the part 
That beats not true to Thee." 

Ask yourselves, my dear young friends, whether you 
can repeat this verse from your very heart. 
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3. One would have supposed that, if the faith and 
continued perseverance of Noah, in the construction 
of the ark, occupied as heathen was month after month, 
and year after year, had not awakened at least some 
concern and some scruples among those by whom he 
was surrounded, that there was yet a something which 
would have this effect. I refer to that supernatural 
movement — for most supernatural it must have been 
— of the various birds, beasts, and reptiles, when one 
and all simultaneously gathered together, and went 
two by two into the ark. There is no reason what- 
ever to suppose that there was the slightest disorder 
or confusion. A willing and a waiting spirit must 
have possessed the whole brute creation imder the 
circumstances. Creatures as adverse to each other 
as possible, at other times, and in their very nature 
bent upon destroying the weakest of such as came in 
contact one with the other, were now under one har- 
monious constraint and influence. What could the 
bystanders make of this P How could they define 
or account for such contradiction P Their knowledge 
of the brute creation surely were enough to convince 
them that there was some supernatural spell upon 
them. But for the destructive nature of unbelief 
and a blind infatuation, their previous prejudices 
against Noah might have received a shock. Alas I 
they continue in a fatal insensibility and reckless 
indifference. Thus spake Christ Himself of their 
condition : " They did eat, they drank, they married 
wives, they were given in marriage, imtil the day 
that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, 
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and destroyedrthem all." The apostle Peter, more- 
over, testifies of " the long-suflfering of Q-od as wait- 
ing in the days of Noah, while the ark was a pre- 
paring, wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved 
by water." 

4. We clearly learn from these facts, that ludff- 
ment and wrath may temfj and Mght, but nevfr 
produce love, homage, obedience. The poet has 
well said, that 

" Law and terrors do but harden, 
All the while they work alone ; 
But a sense of blood-bonght pardon, 
This dissolves the heart of stone." 

** 'Tis hve that makes our willing feet 
In swift obedience move ; 
The devils know, and tremble too, 
But Satan cannot love" 

Ah, dear young friends, have you not often found 
that impressions made and resolutions formed, under 
some alarm or apprehension, have very soon worn 
off? Such have subsided with the occasion that 
gave them birth. You have often thought you 
would never forget such feelings, under personal 
affliction, it may be, when the issue of your illness 
was a matter of doubt. You have determined that, 
if God would but hear prayer, and raise you up 
again to health and strength, what a different crea- 
ture you would be. How you would read your 
Bible — ^how attentive you would be in the house of 
Gtoi — ^how you would delight in the Sabbath — ^how 
indifferent you would be about dress or appear- 
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anoe — ^how little you would care for pleasure or 
amusement, and how you would take heed to self- 
will or fretfulness of temper. The same oonolusioiiB 
you have come to, if so be Groi would but raise up 
and restore to you again the sick parent, brother, 
sister, or friend. Ah, but though He has done so— 
though He has restored you, or He has restored 
them— but what about the gratitude, the changed 
heart, and the altered life P Sas there been an im- 
provement ? Save you been what you thought you 
would be, or done what you thought you would do f 
All these things prove, dear young friends, that 
trial, or affliction, or judgments, in themselves, can 
effect nothing. It is the Holy Spirit^ and He alone^ 
can work the change. It is He^ and He onlyy can 
give the new heart, and renew within us a right 
spirit. He may-and often does-make use of some 
one or other of the circumstances or occurrences to 
which allusion has been made, for this self-same 
gracious end and purpose ; but He must be the Doer, 
and not the creature. In proof of the insufficiency 
of affliction or calamity to effect a change of heart, 
and a consequent change of conduct, I remember 
many years ago reading, in a work entitled " Lec- 
tures on the Pilgrim's Progress," the statement of 
an aged parochial minister. He said that, during 
an incumbency of twenty years, he had visited no 
less than two thousand sick persons, who, in the 
prospect of death, had all promised reformation of 
life in the event of their recovery; but only two 
solitary individuals out of that large number ex- 
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hibited any vital change of heart upon their re- 
covery. Hence how little dependence can be placed 
upon death-bed repentances ! 

Be it yours, dear young friends, to think much 
of, and pray over continually, that all-important 
saying of Jesus to Nicodemus: " Verily, verily, I say 
imto thee. Except a man be bom again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God." All spiritual good and 
every saving mercy is identified with the new birthy 
speaking of which the apostle Paul says, " If any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature ; old things 
are passed away ; behold, all things are become new.'' 

SECOND SOMPTURB READING. 

[To be read round, Terse and verse.] 

John xiv. 

PRATER. 

Gracious Lord, give us ever to remember that 
"whatsoever things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope." May the 
warnings and examples — ^the precepts and promises — 
of Thy word, prove to be lasting blessings to us. To 
this end, blessed and eternal Spirit, be Thou our 
Teacher. Lead us, we pray Thee, into all truth. 
Take more and more of the things of Christ, and 
show them unto us. Oh, create in us that new heart, 
and renew within us that right spirit, of which we 
have heard. Make us to know, by blessed and 
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happy experience, that "all Thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord, and that great shall be the peace 
of Thy children." Lord, we ask it for Christ's sake. 
Amen. 

7*8. 1 Bock of Ages, cleft for me. 

Let me hide myself in Thee ! 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy riven side which floVd, 
Be of sin the double cure ; 
Cleanse me from its guilt and power ! 

2 Not the labours of my hands 
Can fulfil Thy law's demands ; 
Could my zeal no respite know. 
Could my tears for ever flow; 
All for sin could not atone, 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

3 Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling ; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress ; 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace ; 
Foul, I to the Fountain fly ; 
Wash me. Saviour, or I die ! 

4 While I draw this fleeting breath. 
When my eyeHds close in death. 
When I soar to worlds unknown. 
See Thee on Thy judgment-throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleit for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee ! Toplady. 

" May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," &o. 
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CM. 10 God, out help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come ; 
Our shelter from the stormy blast. 
And our eternal home ! 

2 Before the hills in order stood, 

Or earth received her frame ; 
From everlasting Thou wert God,— 
To endless years the same. 

3 A thousand, ages in Thy sight 

Are like an ev^ing gone ; 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 

4 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

Bears all its sons away ; 
They pass, forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 

5 O God, our help in ages past. 

Our hope for years to come ; 
Be Thou our guard while life shall last, 
And our eternal home. Anon. 

riBST SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, Terse and verse.] 

Psalms xlvi. and xl. 

PRATER. 

Lord God, we once more present ourselves at 
Thy footstool, and ask Thee to bless ns. We know 

¥ 1 
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that it is " Thy blessing" alone " that maketh rich, 
and Thou addest no sorrow unto it." Thy word de- 
clares this world to be vain and unsatisfactory. We 
see around us that which confirms the declaration, 
that " this is not our rest ; here we have no continu- 
ing city." Again and again have our hopes and ex- 
pectations been frustrated. Help us to regard this 
as a lesson from Thyself, teaching us " not to set our 
affections on things below, but on things above." 
Oh, enable us, blessed and eternal Spirit, to look, not 
for the vanities of earth, but for " durable riches and 
righteousness !" Give us. Lord, to know for our- 
selves that " Wisdom's ways are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths are peace." May we be 
looking for that " city which hath foundations, whose 
Maker and whose Builder is God!" Oh, give us 
Lord, we pray Thee, a right and a title to that glo- 
rious " inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away." Grant that we, in com- 
mon with Thy dear people, may know that " when 
the earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, we 
have a building of God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens." Lord, take from us 
the fear of death and the dread of the grave, by a 
personal knowledge of Him who is the Resurrection 
and the Life. Give us to feel that He has conquered 
death by Himself dying, and thus taking the tyrant's 
sting away. Grant that, when we come to die, we 
Difl-y? by a' personal and heartfelt knowledge of 
Christ, be enabled to say, " death, where is Thy 
sting ? grave, where is thy victory ? The sting 
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of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law ; 
but, thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Lord, these are great blessings to ask, but not too 
great for Thee, the High and the Lofty One, to be- 
stow. Thou hast vouchsafed these mercies to thou- 
sands upon thousands of poor sinners like ourselves ; 
and, therefore, encouraged both by the promises so 
richly recorded in Thy word, and by what Thou 
hast been graciously pleased to do for others, we 
venture to crave these blessings at Thy hands, not 
for our sakes, but in the name and for the merit's 
sake of Jesus Christ Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 

" Our Father," &c. 

7s. 1 Hark, mj soul ! it is the Lord; 

'Tis thy Saviour, hear His word ; 
Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee : 
"Say, poor sinner, lov'st thou me? 

2 I delivered thee when bound, 

And, when bleeding, heal'd thy wound ; 
Sought thee wand'ring, set thee right, 
Tum'd thy darkness into light. 

3 Can a woman's tender care 
Cease towaords the child she bare ? 
Yes, she may forgetful be, 

Yet will I remember thee ! 

4 Mine is an unchanging love. 
Higher than the heights above ; 
Deeper than the depths beneath. 
Free and faithful, strong as death. 

5 Thou shalt see my glory soon. 
When the work of gprace is done ; 
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Partner of my throne sliall be, 
Say, poor sinner, lov'st thou me P " 

6 " Lord, it is my chief complaint. 
That my love is weak and faint ; 
Yet I love Thee and adore, 
Oh for grace to love Thee more !" Cowpeb. 



NOAH ENTERING THE ARK. 
" And the Lord shut him m," — Gen. viL 16. 

The ark being now completed, and every thing in 
its proper place — " Noah having done acoording unto 
all that the Lord commanded him " — how Bolenm 
must the last movements have been, when the real 
object and design of the ark began to be developed ! 
As we have already seen, an assortment of universal 
animal life had gathered themselves together at the 
bidding of their great Creator. Those so long en- 
gaged in the construction of the ark had now given 
place to these. With the utmost possible order and 
docihty, the dumb creation had entered the vast 
fabric, and taken up their due position. Methinks 
numberless people — ^men, women, and children — ^were 
collected together and gazing upon this wondrous 
spectacle — some to ridicule, others incredulous as to 
both object and issue — others again in painful doubt 
and uncertainty, more than half convinced that there 
was a something dark and portentous in these strange 
movements, and that perils awaited them. The very 
terms in which the conduct of the dumb creatures are 
spoken of, seem to prove that naught but a Divine 
constraint was upon them. There seems to have 
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been no human inteference whatever. We read in 
the ninth verse, " There went in two and two unto 
Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God 
had commanded Noah." You must, dear young 
Mends, have often seen the difficulty with which a 
single horse is lodged in a railway train, or an ox 
got on shipboard, or a calf or pig driven into the 
butcher's doorway ; what, then, would have been the 
consequence — how insuperable the difficulty ! — in the 
case of the multitude of dumb creatures committed to 
Noah's charge, if so be God had not directed and 
controlled the whole proceedings ! All this was cal- 
culated, in the highest degree, to arouse the sus- 
picions and awaken the alarm of those who personally 
beheld what was taking place. 

I think, by a careful examination of the early part 
of this chapter, that there is ground to suppose there 
was a pause or interval in the Divine proceedings 
between the entrance of Noah and the numberless 
creatures into the ark, and the flood coming. We 
read in the tenth verse, " And it came to pass after 
seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon 
the earth." Now it appears to me, that there was 
this space of seven days given before Jehovah poured 
out His wrath upon that guilty world. As if He 
were loath to destroy — as if, in His pitifulness and 
oondescensiouj He would let facts— the facts we have 
just been considering — speak, and, in connexion 
with those facts, I think it not at all improbable He 
gave saving repentance to some who before remained 
obdurate and faithless as to the testimony and the 
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acts of Noah, the Lord's messenger to that gnilty 
people. And, although such perished, as far as their 
bodies were concerned, in the one common destruc- 
tion, that yet their souls (as the apostle uses the words 
in after-day) were « saved sb by fire." 

But be this as it may, how awful must have been 
the scene, and how fearful the destruction that fell 
upon the hapless inhabitants of the world at that 
time ! In proof of this, mark how special the date 
and the particulars given : " In the six hundredth 
year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seven- 
teenth day of the month, the same day were all the 
fountains of the great deep broken up, and the 
windows of heaven were opened. And the rain was 
upon the earth forty days and forty nights." Then, 
as though to lay additional stress upon these grave 
realities, the facts just previously recorded are re- 
peated in detail, in the next few verses. 

Oh, who cau even in the very faintest degree do 
justice to all the solemnity and all the horrors of 
that dreadful scene ? Noah, his wife, his three sons, 
and their wives, have now taken their farewell of 
kindred and acquaintance, and have gone into the ark. 

Noah has no further remonstance to offer — ^no 
other appeals to make. His work, as far as the 
outer world is concerned, is done. The scoffs, the 
jeers, the blasphemies of his poor fellow-sinners, have 
died away for ever! They will arrest his ears no 
more! A solemn and portentous silence pervades 
all, in so far as it affected him. 

Ah, dear young friends, does not this set forth the 
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position of the Cliristian minister, the anxious parent, 
or the prayerful teacher? How (Noah-like) have 
they besought and cautioned and exhorted, but, alas ! 
alas! how often in vain! They have pleaded the 
sinfulness of man's condition — the dreadful doom 
that awaited him if he died unforgiven, imsaved. 
They have testified of the great imcertaiaty of life, 
and appealed to daily passing circumstances in proof 
that we know not, as poor, short-sighted creatures, what 
a day nor what even an hour may bring forth. They 
have reminded their fellow men of accidents here 
and sicknesses and calamities there, by which as in a 
moment the thoughtless and impenitent and impre- 
pared have been called to confront the great Judge 
of quick and dead. But, for most part, their labour 
has been to no purpose. In the very midst, it may 
be, of their deep, deep solicitude, such minister, 
parent, or teacher has (Noah-like) been called away 
from his work — their remonstrances, their appeals, 
their arguments to be heard no more ! 

"And the Lord shut him in." And, when the 
Lord shut Noah in. He shut all else out. Mark 
this ! Nor was the door to be opened again until all 
the Lord's dread purposes had been accomplished. 

How long the sim had hid his face, or whether he 
had been wont to shine as usual, up to the time of 
Noah's entering the ark, we know not ; but this we 
know, that speedily afterwards that sim was obscured 
for a long, long period. When " the fountains of the 
great deep were broken up, and the windows of 
heaven were opened," ah, then there was no sun to 
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oheer and gladden the heart of man. If he refused 
to shine when his Maker died, so, when his great 
Creator was about to pour out His wrath upon a 
guilty world, he hid His face behind those veiy 
clouds that were deluging the wide-spread earth. 

Oh, what must have been the emotions of those 
who had only personally witnessed the conduct of 
Noah, when they first beheld the clouds as they so 
strangely gathered, and the dense, dark, dreary 
gloom that overspread the sky ! How new their 
thoughts, how strange and uncomfortable their feel- 
ings! But presently the clouds burst, and they 
pour forth in such torrents as never before were 
seen of their mighty waters. Men run home for 
shelter — women and children shut-to their doors, 
and huddle together in terror and dismay. It is 
hoped to be only a storm; presently it will cease, 
and the heavens again assume their wonted bright- 
ness. But no, it lasts ; it rains — ^it pours-— on, on, 
on still. Night sets in, in darkness, gloom indeed ! 
In addition to the mighty down-pour — ^which stops 
aU intercourse, and prevents the voice of father, 
mother, child being heard — a strange sensation is 
experienced. The very groimd seems opening, and 
a fearfiil rushing goes on without as though some 
huge reservoir had given way, and its pent-up waters 
were released. Moments pass, and they seem hours 
— ^that night, that dreary night, seems as it were so 
many months and years strangely concentrated. 
Day breaks, if day it may be called, but no change, 
except it be to intensify the gloom, and make de- 
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Btxuotion surer. Some had taken prompter warning, 
and had fled to hills or mountains, but the occupants 
of vale or town or hamlet are the more readily in- 
gulfed. In vain they seek escape; the waters even 
now prevail so as to make exit impossible. From 
floor to floor they flee ; to house-top they climb, but 
only to be swept away by the mighty torrents, and 
thus more quickly seal their doom. Ah, what says 
conscience now? What of the words and work of 
Noah now ? How keen the anguish ! how unutter- 
able the grief! how intense the gloom! how dark 
and irremediable the despair ! 

There comes no change. Cessation there is none. 
Neighbour after neighbour drowns — family after 
family ceases to be — ^village after village, town after 
town, city after city, falls a prey. Naught is heard 
but mighty waters — those from above and those 
beneath — as if in one dread conflict which to scatter 
widest and deadliest destruction. "And the flood 
was forty days upon the earth ; and the waters in- 
creased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up 
above the earth. And the waters prevailed, and 
were increased greatly upon the earth ; and the ark 
went upon the face of the waters. And the waters 
prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the 
high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were 
covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the waters pre- 
vail ; and the moimtains were covered. And all 
flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, 
and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man : 



76 SERVICE VII. 

all in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all 
that was in the dry land, died. And every living 
substance was destroyed which was upon the &oe of 
the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping 
things, and the fowl of the heaven ; and they were 
destroyed from the earth : and Noah only remained 
alive, and they that were with him in the ark. And 
the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and 
fifty days,"— Gen. vii. 17—24. 

A "hundred and fifty days !" Little short of an en- 
tire half-year did this awful state of things continue. 
Well may we exclaim, " Sin, what hast thou done ?" 
and well may we entreat that Gbd would vouchsafe 
to us a saving knowledge of Himself, a holy rever- 
ence for His word, and a wholesome and continuoufi 
dread of sinning against Him ! May we revere His 
ordinances ! may we give heed to His servants ! and 
(in contrast to all the unbelief and hostility of those 
who perished in the flood) may the constant lan- 
guage of each be, " Keep back Thy servant from 
presumptuous sins ; let not any iniquity have domi- 
nion over me." 

Let us not, however, lose sight of one great lesson 
— ^yea, the lesson — ^that is intended to be taught by 
this wondrous story of the ark. It is that Christ is 
represented by it ; and that, as none in the days of 
Noah were saved humanly but those who were found 
with him in the ark, so none are saved spiritually 
and eternally but those who are found in the great 
antitypical Ark, Christ Jesus. Here, and here alone, 
is security. Here, and here alone, is solid peace, 
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lasting happiness, and everlasting salvation; for 
" there is no other name given under heaven, and 
among men, whereby we can be saved, but Jesus 
only." If we are found in Christ, and, by grace 
divine, washed in His blood and clothed in His 
righteousness, then may we joyfully sing : — 

" Bold shall I stand in that great day, 
For who aught to my charge can lay P 
Fully absolved by these I am, 
From sin's tremendous curse and shame." 

Oh that God may grant that this may be the un- 
speakable happiness of each and all of us, for Christ's 
sak^ ! Amen. 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read roand, verse and verse.] 

1 Samuel iii. 

PRATER. 

Lord, we desire to thank Thee that we have 
had another opportunity for thus meeting together 
to read Thy word, to sing Thy praise, to call upon 
Thy name, and to listen to those things which make 
for our present and everlasting peace. Lord, 
grant, we pray Thee, that the sacred pleasure attend- 
ant upon these meetings may not pass away. May 
that pleasure be abiding ! When we break up, and 
when we each return to our several duties and 
engagements, may there be an ever-present remem- 
brance of these seasons ! May we feel that they 
afford a peace and a satisfaction that the world can 
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neither give nor take away ! May this be one among 
the many proofs that the interest and the pleasure 
which Thy word gives is such as nothing else can 
afford ; and, under Thy power, Holy Spirit, may 
it be a means in Thy hands of causing us to choose 
that better part which cannot be taken away from 
us ! Lord, do grant us grace that we may be able, 
in all truthfulness and sincerity, to say, " As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord." And do 
Thou grant that the very solemn subject that has 
now been brought before us, may have its due 
weight and influence upon our minds. Oh, fix it in 
our hearts ! Let us ponder much and deeply upon 
it; and may a great and lasting blessing ensue. 
Lord, grant it, for Christ's sake. Amen. 



p.iSff. 1 My Grod, I am Thine ; 

Wliat a comfort divine ! 
What a blessing to know 
That the Saviour is mine ! 

Hallelujah ! Thine the glory, 

Hallelujah! Amen. 
Hallelujah ! Thine the glory. 
Come, Jesus, again ! 

2 In this happy place, 
Thy children by grace. 
Now meet to adore Thee, 
Beholding Thy face. 

3 In the heavenly Lamb 
Thrice happy I am ; 

And my heaji; it doth dance 
At the sound of His name. 
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4 True pleasures abound 
In the rapturous sound ; 
And whoever hath found it 
Hath paradise found. 

5 My Jesus to know, 
And feel His love flow, 
'Tis life everlasting, 
'Tis heaven below. 

6 Yet onward I haste 
To the heavenly feast ; 
That — that is the fulness. 
But this is the taste. 

7 And this I shall prove, 
Till with joy I remove 
To the heaven of heavens, 
In Jesus' own love. 

" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," &c. 
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8s. 1 When gathering clouds around I view. 

And days are dark and friends are few. 
On HiTn I lean who, not in vain, 
Experienced every human pain ; 
He sees my wants, allays my fears. 
And counts and treasures all my tears. 

2 If aught should tempt my soul to stray 
Prom heavenly wisdom's narrow way, 
To flee the good I would pursue. 

Or do the sin I would not do ; 

Still He, who felt temptation's power. 

Shall guard me in that dangerous hour. 

3 And oh, when I have safely past 
Through every conflict but the last, 
StiU, Lord, unchanging, watch beside 
My dying bed, for Thou hast died ; 
Then point to realms of cloudless day. 

And wipe the latest tear away. Gbant. 

FIRST SORIPTURB READING. 

[To be read roimd, verse and verse.] 

Psalm xxxvii. 

PRATER. 

Lord God, we pray Thee, give us grace to 
come before Thee, at tliis time, under a deep sense 
of our sinfulness, but with a consciousness also of 
Thy great willingness to receive such sinners. Thy 
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Book, Lord, abounds with the most cheering and 
comforting words for those who feel their need of 
Thee. Thou hast said, " I love them that love me, 
and those that seek me early shall find me." 
Lord, we do feel these words to be cheering and 
comforting indeed. Sometimes we look at ourselves, 
and we think of the baseness and the defilement of 
our hearts, and we are almost ready to conclude that 
there can be no hope for sinners so thoughtless and 
thankless, so wayward and wicked. Then, again, we 
think of those who have come to Thee, and who 
have foimd pardon and peace at Thy hands. We 
think upon prophets and apostles and martyrs. We 
see in their lives and histories so much of our poor 
fallen sinful selves. We have proof upon proof that 
they were " men of like passions with ourselves." 
We know them to have been, in common with us, the 
oflPspring of a corrupted and sinftd head. Thy word 
tells us that " all have gone out of the way, that 
there is none good; no, not one." Hence we feel that 
all those who are now with Thee, and casting their 
crowns at Thy feet, must have been sinners — the 
poor fallen sons and daughters of Adam — even as 
we. If, therefore, Thou hadst mercy upon them^ 
Lord, then why not upon us ? They had no merit 
or worthiness to plead, nor have we. But Thou didst 
discover a way by which Thou couldst save them, 
and that without the compromise of Thy character 
as a holy God, or the forfeiture of Thy word as the 
God of truth. Oh, then, why may not we be par- 
takers of the same salvation, and be saved in and by 

G 
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the self-same Lord ? Thou hast told us (blessed be 
Thy name !) that " if any man sin, we have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the rigbteous ; 
and He is the propitiation for our sins/' He is the 
Way, the Truth, and the life ; He is that new and 
living Way which He hath opened within the veil. 
He hath broken down the middle-wall of partition 
which was against us. He hath « wrought out and 
brought in everlasting righteousness, which is unto 
all and upon all them that believe." Henoe, Lord, 
though " we all do fade as a leaf, and all our right- 
eousnesses are but as filthy rags," we come ^^ making 
mention of His righteousness, even of His only." 

** 'Tis He, instead of we, are seen 
Wlien we approacli the throne.'* 

Oh, Lord our God, we bless Thee for Christ ; we 
praise Thee for the gift of Thy dear Son our Lord. 
We adore Thee for having discovered and opened 
up a way by which Thou couldst be "just and yet 
the Justifier of them that believe." We pray Thee, 
Holy Spirit, to give us more faith, that we may ever 
look to Jesus, and stedfastly lay hold upon Him as 
"the Lord our righteousness." Give us to know 
and rejoice in the fact, that He hath "borne our 
sins in His own body on the tree ;" that He was 
" made sin for us who knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in Him." And 
thus, Lord, although we may see and feel, by Thy 
Spirit's teaching, that we are altogether sinners, 
poor and vile and weak and guilty, yet that we are 
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" saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation." 
And thus may we have "joy and peace in be- 
lieving!" Ghrant it, Lord, for Christ's sake! 
Amen. 
" Our Father," &c. 

L.M. 1 "We've no abiding city here :" 

This may distress the worldling's mind ; 
But should not cost the saint a tear, 
Who hopes a better rest to find. 

2 [" We've no abiding city here :" 
Sad truth were this to be our home ; 
But let the thought our spirits cheer — 
We seek a city yet to come.] 

3 "We've no abiding city here :" 
Then let us live as pilgrims do ; 
Let not the world our rest appear. 
But let us haste from all below. 

4 "We've no abiding city here :" 
We seek a city out of sight ; 
Zion's its name, the Lord is there, 
It shines with everlasting light. 

5 Oh, sweet abode of peace and love, 
Where pilgrims, freed from toil, are blest ! 
Had I the pinions of a dove, 

I'd fly to Thee, and be at rest. 

6 But hush, my soul, nor dare repine. 
The time my God appoints is best ; 
While here to do His will be mine, 

And His to fix my time of rest. Kelly. 

:^OAH IN THE ARK, AND GOD'S REMEMBRANCE 

OF HIM. 

" The dovefomid no rest for the sole of her foot" — Gen. viii. 9. 

However deeply the mind of Noah might have 

been solemnized by his position, and that of tho&Q 

G ^ 



84 SERVICE VIII. 

tvithout the ark, there oannot be the slightest doubt 
that he not only experienced sustaining power, but 
a holy calm and a heavenly peace, even amid the 
wide-spread destruction that prevailed around. Ere 
those dread realities which we have lately been con- 
templating became plain matters of fact, it was dis- 
tinctly said of him upon whom so signal honour was 
placed, that he and his were to outlive a deluged 
world — ^that he "foimd grace in the eyes of the 
Lord." It was not that he by nature was better 
than those by whom he was surroxmded. All de- 
scended from one common head. All by nature 
are involved in one common ruin. It was God's 
grace that made the difference in Noah, and it is 
God's grace, and God's grace alone, that makes the 
difference in any. It is Divine grace that causes 
such to " come out from the world, and be separate, 
and to touch not the unclean thing." It was said, 
moreover, that " Noah walked with God ; " that is, 
that he had sacred fellowship and divine intercourse 
with God. He enjoyed a holy intimacy with God, 
when, by faith, and with an eye to the great 
Eedeemer, Restorer, Advocate, and Daysman, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, he communed with Jehovah as a 
Father, Friend, and everlasting Portion. Hence 
there can be no doubt that he looked around upon 
aU that was transpiring with a holy calm— a child- 
like confidence — a heavenly peace and quietude. 
He enjoyed the fulness of that promise, " Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace^ whose mind is stayed on 
Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." This holy 
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serenity and heavenly calm has been beautifully 

described by one of our great poets. I remember 

being struck with it as I read it upon a tablet in 

St. Mary's Church, Southampton, upwards of forty 

years since : — 

" His hand the good man 
Fastens on tlie skies ; and bids earth roll, 
Nor feels her idle whirl." 

Ah, dear young Mends, this is among the bless- 
ings of which the Psalmist speaks : " The secret of 
the Lord is with them that fear Him ; and He will 
show them His covenant." How marvellously was 
this the case in regard to Noah ! and yet every child 
of God is led, in his measure and degree, into the 
self-same mercy and privHege and favour. 

You remember it was said concerning one of the 
great plagues of Egypt — " the thick darkness in all 
the land for three days " — ^that whilst the Egyptians 
««8aw not one a^oir, neitiier rose any S his 
place for three days, all the children of Israel had light 
in their dwellings.'' And you will remember also, 
that at that most eventful period, when the wrathfiil 
Pharaoh and his enraged hosts were pursuing the 
Israelites, that the pillar of the cloud " came between 
the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel ; 
and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave 
light hy night to these : so that the one came not near 
the other all the night." Hence it is clear that even 
God's judgments and wrath to the wicked partake of 
the very opposite character to the righteous. 

Hence there can be no doubt that Noah and those 
who were with him were calm — peaceful — ^tranquil, 
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in the highest degree. The Lord was now fulfilling 
Hifl word, consummating His previously-revealed 
purposes; and Noah stands, as Moses and Aaron 
and Joshua afterwards did, a silent — ^nay, adoring — 
spectator. Humanity could not interfere with what 
was divine. As a man, and for so long a time as 
God designed, Noah appealed and remonstrated ; hut 
now, that part of his work having heen accomplished, 
he cabnly, submissively, acquiescingly contemplates 
the result. 

And such wiU at length be the case with all God's 
ministers. It is a solemn thought, but, nevertheless, 
true, that godly parents and Christian teachers will 
at last — ^that is, in eternity — not merely bow to, but 
acquiesce in, all that befalls those about whom they 
were once, and for so long a period, the subject of 
such intense solicitude and anxiety. How else could 
heaven be perfect bliss and uninterrupted joy ? 

This reminds me of a case of which I some years 
ago read. It was that of a God-fearing mother, who 
for a long, long time had been in a state of the 
greatest mental suffering about her son — a reckless, 
profligate young man. For many, many months 
she was bowed down with grief; her anguished heart 
was reflected in her countenance. She was (Hannah- 
like, though from a different cause) indeed "a woman 
of a sorrowful spirit." At length there came a 
change — a great change — a change so marked that 
her son could but see and comment upon it. Instead 
of that gloom and despondency which had appeared 
to take so flxed a hold upon her as nothing humanly 
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could remove, there was a calmness — a serenity — a 
settled, unruffled peaceftdness. So completely changed 
was the mother, that her son, greatly struck there- 
with, ventured to ask the reason. Addressing him, 
she spoke in terms like these : " Long, long has 
your conduct given me the greatest possible pain and 
disquiet. For months and months I have wrestled 
on your behalf at the throne of grace. I have prayed 
for your conversion. I have entreated of God, that 
He would show you the error of your ways, and the 
end thereof. He has not seen fit to heed my prayer 
in the way I have desired ; and now, at length. 
He has brought me to say, " Thi/ mil be done .^" So 
wonderfully struck was the young man with the 
calm, dignified way in which his mother spoke — and 
so deeply impressed had he previously been with her 
altered appearance — ^that from that moment he be- 
came a changed man. Hence the very submission 
which the Lord gave to the afflicted mother, was 
specially instrumental in bringing about the end and 
object she had so long and ardently desired. 

But to return. The chapter from which our text 
is taken tells us, that " God remembered Noah, and 
every Uving thing, and all the cattle that was with 
him in the ark : and God made a wind to pass over 
the earth, and the waters asswaged; the fountains 
also of the deep and the windows of heaven were 
stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained; 
and the waters returned from off the earth con- 
tinually : and after the end of the hundred and fifty 
days the waters were abated. And the ark rested in 
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the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, upon the mountain of Ararat." What a 
marked change the settling of the ark once more 
upon its bed must have produced to its occupants ! 
If you have known what it was to be on shipboard 
whilst the vessel was yet on the ground, how dif- 
ferent you have found the sensation when she begms 
to float, and especially when she moves forwMxl! 
Considering the vast magnitude of the ark, and its 
weighty contents, much water was required to bear 
up the same upon its mighty bosom. And with re- 
spect to the minute directions given by God to Noah 
as to its construction, did it never strike you, dear 
young friends, that nothing was ever said about a 
rudder or helm — ^that, under other circumstances, 
indispensable requisite for the guiding and navi- 
gating of a ship P Tou remember what the apostle 
James says about the helm, when he is comparing it, 
as a little member, to the tongue : " Behold also the 
ships," he says, "which though they be so great, 
and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned 
about with a very small helm, whithersoever the 
governor listeth. Even so the tongue is a little 
member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth ! " But why, 
think you, nothing was said about the rudder or 
helm when the ark was building, and which very 
probably excited the ridicule of those who watched 
its progress ? The cause of the omission, I beKeve, 
was that Jehovah Himself intended to take the 
guidance and management of the ark. He knew 
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whither to direct, as well as how to sustam. As 
that gigantic fabric was little by little raised, and at 
length floated, and was borne hither and thither as 
Jehovah saw fit, upon the mighty waters ; so, in His 
own good time. He caused the ark to move towards, 
and finally to settle down, upon the fittest of all 
places for rest and security. And now Noah con- 
templates the striking incidents connected with that 
the most solemn and eventful of all voyages ever 
imdertaken. At length he opens the window of the 
ark, and sends forth a raven, and afterwards a dove ; 
but we are told in the words before us, that " the 
dove found no rest for the sole of her foot." Sh& 
flew hither and thither — above and beyond — ^but no 
resting-place could she flnd. The raven might be 
ravenous, and not easily satisfied ; not so the dove ! 
Meek, harmless, chaste, she would be less exacting 
in her claims ; more contented, sooner pleased ; yet 
even " the^ dove found no rest for the sole of her 
foot." 

Ah, dear young friends, this is to teach us an im- 
portant lesson indeed. It is to remind us that, even 
if we have the meekness, docility, and moderate 
desires of a dove — and not the grasping and voracious 
cravings of the raven — this poor world cannot meet 
the want. It cannot compensate us for the labour 
and the trouble, even though, like the dove soaring 
far and wide over the extended waters, we seek 
pleasure and peace and enjoyment and satisfaction 
over the wide waste of this poor perishing world. 
Ah, tell me — ^tell me, dear, dear yoimg friends, did 
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you ever attain to the pursuit, or witness the day, or 
experience the pleasure, or reaUze the satisfaction 
yet, as far as earth is concerned, in which you oould 
say, "Here is all I wantP Here would I tarry? 
Nothing more do I require?" Have you evei* yet 
been able to say so P "Ob, no, no," I am sure will 
be your answer. You have looked forward to this 
pleasure — ^longed for such a day — anticipated the 
other delight; but ah, what of it when such came? 
A void ! a blank ! a dissatisfaction ! a disappoint- 
ment indeed ! Some worm or other gnawed at the 
root of the long-anticipated delight, and divested it 
of substance and reality. And so indeed would the 
best taught and the most deeply experienced say of 
all life's pleasures, and of all this world's enjoyments. 
They "perish in the using." They are phantom- 
pleasures — ^bauble-delights. The world's is a vapoury 
happiness. Ghrasp it, it withers with the touch. It is 
like the moth, that basks in the light, or sports with 
the warmth ; it is all animation — perfectly fearless — 
mad with delight. Seize it, and with the tiniest 
pressure its little life is gone ! Naught remains upon 
the thumb and finger but the veriest sign and feeblest 
token of its just-now existence. Such, such is life ! 
such, such are all the pleasures of this poor fleeting 
world ! Well, then, may all who are better taught, 
and who are made to possess, in contrast to what is 
natural to our poor fallen nature, the dove-like or 
the meek and quiet spirit, which is " in the sight of 
the Lord of great price;" well, I say, may such, 
with respect to the varied pursuits, pleasures, and 
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enjoyments of this poor dying world, ^^find no rest for 
the sole of the foot P Well, moreover, may such, like 
the dove naturally, soar on high, and build their 
nests on the rock (Christ) and feed not (raven-like) 
upon the carrion of this world, W upon pure grain, 
even that spiritual food which the Lord Himself 
provides, and concerning which He says, " Verily, 
verily, I say unto you. Except ye eat the flesh of the 
Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in 
you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, hath eternal life ; and I will raise him up at 
the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, dweUeth in me, and I in Him. 
As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the 
Father : so he that eateth me, even he shall live by 
me. This is that bread which came down from 
heaven : not as your fathers did eat manna, and are 
dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for 



ever." 



SECOND SCRIPTURE READING. 

[.To be read round, yerse and yerse.] 

Hebrews zi. 

PRATER. 

O Lord, we thank Thee for the privilege we have 
now enjoyed in thus assembling together to hear and 
read and speak of Thee ! Unlike all the pleasures 
of earth, the seeking to wait upon and worship Thee, 
however feebly and imperfectly, is followed by a 
special peace and satisfaction. How often, Lord, 
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have we found the pursuits and so-called pleasures of 
this poor world to leave a sting behind them ! There 
has been a restlessness and a discomfort attendant 
upon such engagement that has far exceeded the 
promised delight and enjoyment. Hence we have 
felt it to be painftdly true that " whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap." We have on such 
occasions " sowed to the flesh, and of the flesh we 
have reaped corruption." We have found in the 
world, and from the world, an aching void — a pain- 
ful blank-*-a something wanting indeed ! 

Oh, grant, then. Lord, that we may learn by these 
things — ^that we may profit by them — and that, by 
contrasting such pursuits of the world with those in 
which we have at this time been engaged, we may 
feel how far the pleasures of faith outvie those of the 
flesh ; that whilst " there is no peace, ^th my God, 
to the wicked," and " the way of transgressors is 
hard," " Wisdom's ways are ways of pleasantness, 
and all her paths are peace." 

Lord, thus teach us and thus bless us, for Christ's 
sake. Amen. 



78 & 68. 1 Jerusalem the golden ! 

Jerusalem the bless'd ! 
The end of all perfection, 

The home of peace and rest ! 
No human mind can picture. 

No mortal tongue declare, 
The joys that there are treasured. 

The glories past compare. 
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2 The city's walls are jasper, 

The gates are pearls each one ; 
Twelve gems are the foiindatioii, 

Christ is the Corner-stone. 
Oh, bright those halls of Sion, 

All jubilant in song, 
With angel-bands encircled, 

mere saints and martyrs throng. 

3 There is the great King's dwelling. 

And there from care released. 
The shout of them that triumph. 

The song of them that feast ! 
For they, beneath their Captain, 

Have conquered in the fight ; 
And now they rest for ever. 

And walk with Him in white. 

4 Oh, sweet and heavenly country, 

My soul still longs for thee ! 
Jerusalem's fair city. 

And all thy glories see ! 
To see my King in Sion, 

And on His beauty gaze, 
Not as in mirror, darkly. 

But face to face always ! Bebnabd. 

" May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," &o. 
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L.M. 1 Awake, my bouI, in joyful lays. 

And sing thy great Redeemer's praise ; 
He justly claims a song from me ; 
His loving-kindness, oh, how free ! 

2 Though num'rous hosts of mighty foes. 
Though earth and hell my way oppose. 
He safely leads my soul along ; 

His loving-kindness, oh, how strong ! 

3 [When trouble, like a gloomy cloud, 
Has gather'd thick, and thunder'd loud, 
He near my soul has always stood ; 
His loving-kindness, oh, how good !] 

4 Soon shall I pass the gloomy vale. 
Soon all my mortal powers must f aQ ; 
Oh, may my last expiring breatii 
His loving-kindness sing in death ! 

5 Then let me mount and soar away 
To the bright world of endless day ; 
And sing, with rapture and surprise. 

His loving-kindness in the skies. Medley. 

FIRST SCRIPTCJRE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and yeree.] 

Psalms xxiv. and xzv. 

PRATER. 

O Lord, we would approach Thee at this time, 
under a sense of our great unworthiness. We know 
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that we are sinners. We were bom in sin and 
shapen in iniquity. " In ns, that is, in our flesh, 
dwelleth no good thing." " We leave undone the 
things that we ought to do, and we do the things 
that we ought not to do, and there is no health in 
us." Lord, look upon us in pity, and pardon, we 
pray Thee, our manifold sin and transgression. 
Lord, Thy word tells us that Thou " delightest in 
mercy." It is recorded of Thee, that " Thou never 
saidst imto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain." 
Thou hast said, "All that the Father giveth me 
shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out." Thou hast said, " Ask, 
and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you." Lord, 
be Thou mindful of Thy word, and " do as Thou hast 
said." Thou hast said, for our encouragement, 
Lord, " Put me in remembrance ; plead with me." 
" Bring forth your strong arguments, saith the God 
of Jacob." And what stronger arguments can we 
bring, Lord, than Thine own word — Thine own 
many sweet and precious promises P Thou hast said 
— and we delight to remind Thee of the same — 
" Come now, and let us reason together, saith the 
Lord : though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool." Lord, what can we want 
more ? Yet this we do want, and this Thou hast 
graciously promised to give. Oh, be it unto us, we 
pray Thee, according to Thy word. Gfxant us to 
rejoice in Thy pardoning love and mercy. Privilege 
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US to say, ** The Lord was angry with me ; but His 
anger is turned away, and He comforts me." 

And do grant, we pray Thee, that that in which 
we are now engaged may be attended with Thy 
sndle and Thy blessing, so that we may, in very 
deed, find it " good to wait upon the Lord." 

We ask it, Lord, for Christ's sake. Amen. 

" Our Father," &c. 

P.M. 1 Thy way, not mine, O Lord, 

However dark it be ; 
Lead me by Thine own band ; 
Choose out the path for me. 

2 Smooth let it be, or rough. 

It will be still the best ; 
Winding or straight, it matters not. 
It leads me to Thy rest. 

3 I dare not choose my lot ; 

I would not, if I might : 
Choose Thou for me, my God, 
So shall I walk aright. 

4 The kingdom that I seek 

Is Thine ; so let the way 
That leads to it be Thine, 
Else surely I might stray. 

5 Take Thou my cup, and it 

With joy or sorrow fill ; 
As best to Thee may seem. 
Choose Thou my good and ill. 

6 Choose Thou for me my friends. 

My sickness or my health ; 
Choose Thou my cares for me, 
My poverty or wealth. 
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7 Not mine — not mine the choice, 
In things or groat or small ; 
Be Thou my guide, my strength, 
My wisdom, and my all. 

GOD'S COVENANT WITH NOAH. 

** Ido set m/y how in the cUrud, and it shall he for a token of a 
covenant hetween me and the earth. And it shall come to 
jpass, when I hring a cloud over the earthy that the how shall 
he seen in the cloud" — Gen. ix. 13, 14. 

How kind and gracious a token was the Lord 
pleased to give Noah, and through him to mankind 
in general, down to the end of time, upon the return 
of the dove the second time to the ark ! On the first 
occasion of the dove being sent forth by Noah, as we 
have already considered, she " found no rest for the 
sole of her foot." But now she returns with an olive* 
leaf -plucked oS, Hence Noah not only "knew that 
the waters were abated from off the earth," but the 
character of the leaf was a sign or token of peace — 
of God^s kind and gracious favour. No doubt — ^keen 
and susceptible to every impression as the mind of 
Noah, under the circumstances, must have been — ^he 
readily understood the import or sign of this leaf — 
that it was in very deed an indication of the divine 
compassion. 

After a certain delay, the same God who spake 
to Noah and commanded him to enter the ark, now 
directs him to leave it. How re-assuring this must 
have been to Noah — how calculated to allay his 
fears, and possess him with a sacred trust and holy 
confidence in regard to his movements ! 

H 
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This, dear young friends, may well remind ns of 
that most striking Scripture — ^so exactly adapted to 
our varied and imcertain and anxious movements 
through this poor, troublous world, " In allithy ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths." 

Oh, what a vast change must have presented itseK 
to the view of Noah and his sons when they came 
forth from the ark ! How diflferent to their entrance ! 
No longer the noise and tumult of the giddy multi- 
tude, but a death-like, solemn silence must have per- 
vaded all. Yet methinks there was peculiar tender- 
ness showed upon the part of the Lord. I doubt not 
that, as far as man and beast were concerned, every 
vestige of their remains had been swept away by 
the mighty currents, so that naught should remain 
offensive to the eye, or to possess the mind of the 
now unimprisoned ones with gloom and sadness. 
Moreover, I believe as a perfect calm and heavenly 
serenity reigned around, the sun, which had hid his 
face as soon as Noah entered the ark, now anew 
shone forth in warmth and briUiancy, as if to cheer 
the heart of Noah, and invite him and his afresh to 
range through vast creation. And equally sure I 
feel, that, no sooner had Noah builded an altar unto 
the Lord, and, in token of gratitude for His mar- 
vellous preservation, and in entreaty for future 
smile and blessing, " took of every clean beast, and 
of every clean fowl, aad offered burnt-offerings" 
thereon, than the brute creation, liberated from 
their prison-house, gamboled their Creator's praise. 
The lark soars on high ; and, as he sings his grate- 
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M song, the thrush and the blackbird catch the glad 
sound, and unite in sweetest melody, all in thankful 
recognition of that freedom wherewith their Maker 
made them free, as well as providing amply for their 
constantly-returning wants. 

Oh, it is a sad thought — ^but too true it is — ^that 
there is by far more contentment, and, if I may so 
term it, practical gratitude, on the part of the brute 
creation than is possessed by man^ though man be 
Jehovah's master-piece in the vast economy of crea- 
tion ! How humbling is the declaration of the Lord, 
by the prophet Isaiah ! and well may it cause us to 
fall into the very dust of seK-loathing and abhor- 
rence: "Hear, heavens, and give ear, earth: 
for the Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and 
brought up children^ and they have rebelled against 
me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his 
master's crib : but Israel doth not know, my people 
doth not consider." 

There cannot be a doubt that, as with Abel, so 
with Noah, both the one and the other had the eye 
of faith directed to, and centreing in, the great anti- 
typical Sacrifice. They both saw, by divine revela- 
tion, that sin and transgression must be atoned for, 
and that atonement could only be made by One in 
all respects fitted for so vast a work and immense a 
responsibility. The Being who oflered that atone- 
ment or ransom-price must Himself be perfectly 
pure — ^wholly without spot — as faultless as He 
whose laws had been dishonoured. If otherwise- 
were there even the veriest flaw or imperfection in 

H 2 
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the person or character of the Bansomer — saoh is the 
unsullied purity and such the perfect holiness of 
Him in whose sight the very heavens are not dean 
— ^that he would have to answer for his own sin and 
impurity. Hence the work of atoning or answering 
for others would be a nullity. If a perfect offering 
or recompense or atonement were not required by a 
perfect Being for transgressions against TTifi law, 
His wiU, His declared mind, then that Being would 
compromise His character, pour contempt upon His 
laws, and forfeit His word. 

You can imderstand, my dear young Mends, how 
the parent or teacher would fall in your esteem who 
failed to fulfil his word. Had you done the wrong, 
or committed the offence against which, with a threat 
of punishment, you had been cautioned, you might 
be glad to escape that punishment; nevertheless, 
from that moment your parent or teacher would 
have fallen in your esteem. Tou would have really 
thought better of them had they been true to their 
word, even though for the time being you had been 
a sufferer. 

Tou may not quite see this at present ; but, if 
you give the subject a little thought and carefdl 
attention, you will agree with me. 

I remember, when I was a boy, one day happening 
to speak with a school-fellow about breaking win- 
dows. I think I had just broken one, and had been 
punished for it. " Oh," said he, " my father never 
punishes me for anything of the kind ; for he says 
he used to do the same when he was a boy." " Oh," 
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thought I, " what a nice father you must have ! 
How I should like such a father as that ! '* But ah, 
I came to a very diflferent conclusion afterwards. 
What, think you, was the result of that indulgence ? 
That poor boy speedily came to ruin ! It is more 
than five-and-forty years since that conversation 
took place, but I have never forgotten the lessons it 
taught me. Very recently I passed by the spot 
where that poor, hapless boy lived ; and, although I 
saw other houses standing as they used to do, his 
pretty house — ^which I at the time so much coveted 
— ^was gone into decay. I do assure you, my dear 
young friends, that, much as I used to smaart under 
the chastising hand of a somewhat severe, but at the 
same time fond father, Im memory is endeared to me 
beyond expression, upon the ground of his rigid 
faithfulness to his word, and his abhorrence of sin, 
or anything like trifling with evil, in his children. 

Did you never hear of the poor butcher-boy who, 
whilst his master was seated by his sick and dyins 
ted, toot hi. h.«d, .nd riri..toI, M».d'it? 
When asked why he did so, he said, it was because 
that hand had chastised him when he had done 
wrong, and thus prevented him from doing worse, 
and perhaps coming to ruin. On the other hand, I re- 
member reading of one who, when about to be executed 
for the crimes he had committed, requested that he 
might be allowed to kiss his mother. Under pre- 
tence of doing so, he bit off a portion of her ear. 
When asked by the sheriff why he did so, he said, 
" Had she reproved me when I stole the penny 
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battledore at sohool, I should not have been here 
now." Here we see the twofold effects of oharaoter 
and a want of it. 

We read in history of a certain king or ruler who 
made a law, that for some special offence the trans- 
gressor should be deprived of his sight. It so hap- 
pened that the very first offender was his own son! 
Anxious, on the one hand, to uphold the laws, and, 
on the other, to spare his son, he came to the deter- 
mination, that he himself would submit to the loss ol 
one eye, and his son should be deprived of one also. 
Here was justice and mercy conjoined. 

Now these, in the very highest sense, were 
blended in the mind and actions of Jehovah. Of 
this the apostle beautifully speaks, in the eighth of 
the Romans, and third verse : " For what the law 
could not do, [that is, it was too great and too good 
for poor fallen humanity to come up to its require- 
ments] in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful fle^ 
and for sin, [that is, by a sacrifice for sin, or by His 
own dying, in the place of the sinner] condemned 
sin in the flesh." 

It was this that both Abel and Noah saw : hence 
they practically expressed their beUef in it, and 
acknowledged their need of a Bedeemer, Daysman, 
or Substitute, by choosing a pure and spotless victim, 
and putting that victim to death, in order to show 
forth their belief of and hope in Him, who, in the 
folness of time, should be offered without spot unto 
Gt)d. 
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Dear young friends, I have thus dwelt upon this 
subject, because it is of all subjects the most im- 
portant, and because I am intensely anxious that in 
these days — ^when there is such a disposition to ojBfer 
what is deemed a further and necessary sacrifice to 
Ghod — ^you should have correct and scriptural views 
of " the full, perfect, and sufficient seicrifice" of Christ. 
His was a complete work. Nothing can be taken 
from it, nor anything added to it. It was a glorious 
verity when He exclaimed upon the cross, **It is 
finished ! '* Had there been aught left for the crea- 
ture to do, then Jesus would never have so spake. 
Hence, as a blessed result of this completed and 
triumphant work of the Lord Jesus Christ, He Him- 
self declared, in prospect of its completion, " This is 
the work of God, that ye believe on "FTim whom 
He hath sent" (John vi. 29). The apostle Paul, 
moreover, testifies, "If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus^ and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised Simjrom the dead, thou shalt 

BE SAVED." 

What kind and merciful declarations are these! 
and how kind and how gracious of God to leave upon 
record, that, at Noah's coming forth from the ark, 
and thus giving so practical a proof of His sense of 
sin, and his belief in the only way in which atone- 
ment could be made for it. He "smelled a sweet 
savour ! " He was pleased with the offerer, because 
of his eye being upon the great Sacrifice; because 
by fjEdth he saw and believed in His own dear Son, 
whom in covenant He had provided — and, in the 
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self-same covenant, that Son had engaged — ^to be ik 
Sacrifice for His redeemed people and heritage. 
Upon the footing of this His delight, the Lord 
added, " I will not again curse the ground any more 
for man's sake ; for the imagination of man's heart 
is evil from his youth ; neither will I again smite 
any more every thing living, as I have done. While 
the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold 
and heat, and summer and winter, and day and 
night, shall not cease." Then, by way of confirma- 
tion, and that all fear and apprehension of any other 
such calamity might be lastingly removed from the 
mind of Noah, and each and every creature who 
might succeed him, the Lord not only entered into 
covenant with Noah and with his seed after him, 
but, in the greatness of His condescension. He en- 
gaged to give him a token or sign. This was so kind 
of God, knowing what poor, wayward, sinful, unbe- 
lieving creatures He had to do with. "And God 
said .... I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be 
for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 
And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over 
the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud : 
and I will remember my covenant, which is between 
me and you and every living creature of all flesh ; 
and the waters shall no more become a flood to 
destroy all flesh." 

Now, but for this covenant — ^and this token of the 
covenant — ^you can easily conceive, dear young 
friends, how anxious, if not alarmed, the descendants 
of Noah would have been, lest when rain or tempest 
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came, it should issue in the same disaster and 
destruction as before. Therefore, the Lord God not 
only made the covenant, but, in His mercy. He 
added, " And the bow shall be in the cloud ; and I 
will look upon it, that I may remember the everlast- 
ing covenant between God and every living creature 
of all flesh that is upon the earth." 

What ground, then, is there for love and admira- 
tion ! How worthy is the Lord of our best afiec- 
tions ! How considerate He of aU our dangers and 
necessities ! As the cloud may indicate trial and 
peril and sorrow — as we, like the disciples of old, 
may " fear as we enter into the cloud," so there is 
the bow of promise — ^the token of the covenant of 
our God that He will never forget — ^never leave or 
forsake. Although men may "see not the bright 
light that is in the clouds," yet the bow is there ! 
the token is there ! the pledge — ^the oath — of a cove- 
nant God is there ! and " He maketh the clouds His 
chariot, and rideth upon the wings of the wind." 

Oh, that God may grant that our few simple 
thoughts upon the ark and its teachings, may be 
attended with a lasting blessing upon our minds, for 
Christ's sake 1 Amen. 

SECOND SORIPTURB READING. 

[To be read round, verse and verse.] 

Genesis xxviii. 

PRAYER. 
We pray Thee, Lord, to foUow with Thy bless- 
ing what we have at this time read and heard. 
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Lord, our hearts are so treaoherouSy that, although 
frequently, at the time of hearing or reading Thy 
word, we resolve to remember what has been brought 
before us, yet, alas! the merest trifle diverts our 
thoughts, and leads captive our silly minds. Our 
good resolutions come to naught. We forget our 
promises. We fail in our determinations. We 
soon, alas ! again find, to our sorrow, how weak and 
frail and sinful we are. 

Lord, it is impossible to deceive Thee. It is vain 
for us to profess to be what we are not. Henoe, 
Lord, we would come to Thee as sinners ; as sinners 
would we plead with Thee ; and beseech Thee, for 
Jesus' sake, to have mercy upon us. 

blessed and eternal Spirit, do Thou act in us 
and for us as the Eemembrancer. It is Thou, and 
Thou alone, canst touch the he6u^J, purify the soul, 
and bring home to our consciences Thy word in 
its fulness, power, and preciousness. 

Vouchsafe this mercy, Lord, for Christ's sake. 
Amen. 

S.M. 1 For ever with the Lord ! 
Amen, so let it be ! 
Life from the dead is in that word, 
'Tis immortality. . 

2 Here in the body bent, 

Absent from Him I roam, 
Yet nightly pitch my moving tent 
A day's march nearer home. 

3 My Father's house on high, 

Home of my soul, how near 
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At times to faith's illumiii'd eje 
Thy golden gates appear ! 

4 My thirsty spirit faints 

To reach the land I love ; 
The bright inheritance of saints, 
Jerusalem above. 

5 Yet clouds will intervene. 

And all my prospect flies ; 
Like Noah's dove, I flit between 
Bough seas and stormy skies. 

6 Anon the clouds depart, 

The winds and waters cease. 
While sweetly o'er my gladden'd heart 
Expands the bow of peace. 

MONTOOMEBT. 

" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," &o. 
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L.M. 1 What Binners value, I resign ; 

Lord, 'tis enough that Thou art mine. 
I shall behold Thy blissful face, 
And stand complete in righteousness. 

2 This life's a dream^^an empty show ; 
But the bright world to which I go 
Hath joys substantial and sincere; 
When shall I wake and find me there P 

3 glorious hour ! O blest abode ! 
I shall be near and like my God : 
And flesh and sin no more control 
The sacred pleasures of the soul. 

4 My flesh shall slumber in the ground. 
Till the last trumpet's joyful sound ; 
Then burst its chains, with sweet surprise. 
And in my Saviour's image rise. 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, versa and verse.] 

Psalms bdi. and Ixiii. 

PRATER. 
Again in Thy good providence, Lordy we are 
privileged to meet together in this social way. We 
ask Thee to come into our midst. May the Holy 
Gf^host, at this time, according to the promise of 
Jesus, " take of the things of Christ, and show them 
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irnto us." We are utterly helpless, Lord, as well 
as altogether vile. We oaainot awaken in our minds 
one single thing Christward or heavenward. We 
have no power whatever to produce one spiritual 
breathing after Thee, God. We are in and of 
ourselves dead — spiritually dead. fioly Ghost, 
quicken us. blessed Spirit, move upon these 
cold, lifeless heaarts of ours. It is Thine to give life 
to the dead, and salvation to the lost. Come into our 
hearts ; come with power ; come with Kght and love 
and liberty. Show us ourselves, in so far as Thou wilt 
enable us to bear the sight ; but show us, we pray 
Thee, Christ! Wound that Thou mayest heal, 
humble that Thou mayest exalt, bring down that 
Thou mayest raise up, kill that Thou mayest make 
alive. 

Lord, we come before Thee, at this time in the 
spirit, and with the language of the Psalmist of old. 
Under a deep sense of our sinfulness, we would, in 
all sincerity, say, " Have mercy upon us, Lord, 
according to Thy lovingkindness : and according to 
the multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out our 
transgressions." "Against Thee, Thee only, have 
we sinned, and done this evil in thy sight : that Thou 
mightest be justified when Thou speakest, and be 
clear when Thou judgest." " Thou desirest truth 
in the inward parts : and in the hidden part Thou 
flhalt make us to know wisdom. Purge us with 
hyssop, and we shall be clean : wash us, and we shall 
be whiter than snow." " Hide Thy face from our 
sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a 
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clean heaart, Gk)d, and renew a right spirit within ub." 
Lord, we would, in all sinoerity and trathfalness, 
present these requests unto Thee, as being the very 
breathings of our inmost hearts ! We would not oome 
before Thee, Lord, with the mere utterance of our 
lips, whilst our hearts are far &om Thee. But, 
under a sense of utter helplessness and deep, deep 
sinfulness, would we thus pour out our hearts before 
Thee. Oh, give heed to our cries, we implore Thee. 
Lord, stoop down from Thy lofty throne on high, to 
heed these our imperfect petitions, and to help us 
according to our needs. Thou, who delightest in 
mercy, exercise it towards us, we pray Thee, for 
Christ's sake. Amen. 
" Our Father," &c. 



CM. 1 Oh, for a closer walk with God ! 
A calm and heavenly frame ; 
A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb. 

2 Where is the blessedness I knew. 

When first I saw the Lord P 
Where is the soul-refreshing view 
Of Jesus and His word P 

3 What peaceful hours I once enjoyed ! 

How sweet their memory still ! 
But they have left an aching void. 
The world can never fill. 

4 Return, O Holy Dove ! return. 

Sweet messenger of rest ! 
I hate the sins that made Thee mourn. 
And drove Thee from my breast. 



*t 
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5 The dearest idol I have known, 
Wbate'er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne, 
And worship only Thee. Oowpeb. 



MAN'S CHOICE AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 
Then Lot chose him aU the plain of Jordan,'' Gbn. xiii. 11. 

The lesson taught in this chapter is a most strik- 
ing one. It would seem that Abraham and Lot 
went to reside in the same neighbourhood ; and, both 
having large possessions, we are told, that " the land 
was not able to bear them, that they might dwell 
together : for their substance was great, so that they 
could not dwell together." The consequence was 
that there was a strife between the herdmen of 
Abraham's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle. 
This was a source of grief at least to Abraham: 
contention to a man of peace is grievous. In pro- 
portion as he is savingly acquainted with Him who 
is the Prince of Peace, does he not only enjoy peace 
himself, but wishes for others to enjoy it likewise. 
It did not suffice Abraham that he himself was the 
the subject of peace ; but he wanted Lot to possess it 
also. Nor was this all ; he desired that both his 
own herdmen and the herdmen of Lot might be at 
peace. Hence he said, " Let there be no strife, I 
pray thee, between me and thee, and between my 
herdmen and thy herdmen ; for we be brethren." 
He felt " how good it was for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in imity." He dreaded that anything should 
ruffle that peace. He knew what a sacrifice would 
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the sacrifice of peace be. He knew that nothing 
could make amends for it. He knew that, possess 
what he might at the expense of peace, that some- 
thing, however great, was not worth, having. 

And such is the case, my dear young friends. 
Had we the wealth of the world, it were as a thing 
of naught if we had not peace. Could we sway a 
sceptre, or wear all the crowns of all the monarohs 
in the imiverse made up into one, and placed upon 
our head, that crown were valueless if we had not 
peace. There can be no happiness where there is not 
peace — ^no satisfaction, no enjoyment, where peaoe 
is not. Heaven is what it is because the Prince of 
Peace is there, and because where He is peace must 
be. Peace is the very centre and sum and substance 
of blessing. Peace — "the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds, through Christ Jesus." 

You recollect that peace was among the last- 
named gifts which Jesus bestowed upon His dis- 
ciples ere He suffered. In his memorable address to 
them, as contained in the fourteenth chapter of the 
gospel of John, He says, " Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you." And then, upon His 
first appearance to His disciples after His resurrec- 
tion, when He so unexpectedly stood in the midst of 
them, He saluted them with, " Peace be unto you ;" 
again, when, eight days after, He once more appeared 
unto them, Thomas also being with them. He ex- 
claimed, " Peace be with you." Peace 1 peace ! was 
His favourite theme. 
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Dear young Mends, have you this peace ? 

There was a further ground on account of which 
Abraham desired peace. He was in a strange land, 
and in the midst of strangers. " The Oanaanite and 
the Perizzite dwelled then in the land." He was 
anxious, therefore, to live as a man of peace ; to ex- 
hibit the doctrines and the principles of the Prince 
of Peace. He knew that contention was of Satan, 
and of the human heart, as fallen and corrupt; 
whilst peace was of God : hence he was becomingly 
anxious to show whose he was, and whom he sought 
to serve. If we sprang from a man of note, of 
worth, of name and fame, we should be desirous not 
to sully that fair name, or bring discredit upon our 
parentage. So, in the higher and more glorious 
sense, is it with those who love the Lord, and, as a 
consequence, wish that the name of Jesus might be 
magnified, and His praises spread abroad. 

One of the great marks of true religion — one of 
the most striking proofs of a person having " passed 
from death unto life," and been " translated from the 
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear 
Son " — ^is his love of peace. Before, it is not at all 
improbable, there existed a restless, captious, conten- 
tious spirit ; but now, when grace touches the heart, 
and blood is sprinkled upon the conscience, to cleanse 
it from sin, the Holy Ghost is sure, likewise, so to 
implant the love of peace as to make the partaker 
of it most earnest to be at peace. The apostle said, 
" Inasmuch as in you lies " — that is, as far as you 
can without compromise, or foregoing your princi- 

I 
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pies — "Kve peaceably with aU men," And the 
Lord Ghiist Himself said, ^^ By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye haye love one 
to another." 

Now would you know whether there is reason to 
hope that Grod has savingly^taught and blessed you f 
Ask yourselves how you feel towards your fellows. 
If the work of grace has really been a genuine one 
upon your hearts, you have felt such a drawing, and 
such a pity, and such a tenderness, towards those 
against whom you once felt unkind and vexed and 
angry thoughts. Even if, in reality, they were more 
to blame than yau^ under that new spirit which had 
by grace been imparted to you, you would regard 
yourself the offender rather than they; or, however 
much they may have sought to injure you, such a 
sense of your own manifold sins and transgressionB 
against the Lord, and His pity and His mercy 
towards you, would constrain you to forgive them. 
This is a scriptural test, my dear young Mends. If 
not, what is the meaning of the clause in the Lord's 
prayer which you so often repeat, " Forgive us our 
trespasses, even as we forgive them that trespass 
against us ? " And mark the saying of Jesus, " If ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will my 
Father, which is in heaven, forgive you your tres- 
passes." 

But to return to Abraham. He dealt not in mere 
tpords in his arguments with Lot : he was prepared 
to act. Hence, in order that peace should exist 
between them, he said, "Is not the whole land 
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before thee P separate thyself, I pray thee, from me : 
if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the 
right ; or if thou depaart to the right hand, then I 
will go to the left.'' How noble-minded was this ! 
how perfectly unselfish! And the more you con- 
template Abraham's character, the more will you 
perceive this to be a striking feature of it. Such 
thorough generosity; such a willingness to leave 
himself in His hands whose word says, « Give, 
and it shall be given imto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and running 
over, shall men give into your %osom. For with 
the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 
measured to you again." 

Dear young friends, let me recommend to you the 
cultivation of this spirit. There is abroad, I con- 
ceive, a very questionable adage, " Charity begins at 
home." Now, to say the least, it is open to great 
misconstruction and abuse. To my mind, it appears 
to say, " Take care of No. 1 ; look after yourself." 
This may be marCs way, but not OooCs ! Oh, no, 
the word of God, and the example of Christ and His 
apostles, was the regard of others first, themselves 
afterwards. I believe that, in proportion as we are 
able to think and care for our feUow-creatures, shall 
we not only have the peace and satisfaction attend- 
ing it flowing into our own hearts, but we shall see 
God's hand, in the more marked and gracious way, 
stretched out on our behalf. We shall see this as 
we proceed in our contemplations with respect to 
Abraham and Lot. 

I 2 
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" And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the 
plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every 
where, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah, even as the garden of the Lord, like the 
land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar." Whilst 
Abraham was prepared to resign all choice to Lot, 
and to leave himself in God's hands, to choose for 
him, and to lead him hither and thither, as might 
seem good in His sight. Lot was left to his own 
judgment — to his own worldly wisdom — and to 
what, in a human point of view, seemed most pro- 
mising. Whilst fhe one was prepared to walk by 
faith — which is the only right way for a Christian to 
walk by — which, in other words, is in a simple looking 
to and dependence upon God — ^the other walked by 
Bight^ or according to what appeared to be smoothest, 
best, and most satisfactory to the carnal mind. We 
shall see the result of this latter choice. 

Lot, therefore, having made his survey, and 
arrived at his conclusions as to which position was 
preferable and most promising, " chose birn all the 
plain of Jordan." In consequence, " he journeyed 
east : and they (that is, he and Abraham) separated 
themselves the one from the other." 

Now, to say the least. Lot did thus, by his natural 
choice, sacrifice much spiritual advantage. He lost 
the society of Abraham, a spiritual, heaven-bom and 
heaven-boimd man. Next to the presence of God 
Himself is the presence of His people. The com- 
pany of the redeemed will constitute, in no small 
degree, the bliss of heaven. The children of God 
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are helps to each other during their pilgrimage 
through this evil world, beset as it is by enemies, and 
encompassed as it is by many and great dangers. 
"As iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the countenance 
of a man his Mend." " Then they that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another; and the Lord 
hearkened and heard it ; and a book of remembrance 
was written before Him for them that feared the 
Lord, and that thought upon His name." 

Have you not, my dear yoimg friends — especially 
you that know the Lord — often found a relief and a 
comfort, when you have been able to speak to a 
companion of your feelings — ^your joys and your 
sorrows — ^your hopes and your fears? > You had 
thought, it may be for a long time, that no one else 
felt as you felt ; none had such thoughts, and none 
such feelings as you. Sometimes against God, and 
sometimes against man. Hence you were afraid that, 
as none were like you, or your case was . such a 
special case, that there could be no mercy for you — 
no hope of heaven for you ; but when, in the kind 
Providence of God, you fell in with some one who 
had had the very same feelings as yourself, or when 
you have read of such, or heard of such from the 
pulpit or elsewhere, oh, how comforted and en- 
couraged you have been ! You have said, " Oh, 
then, if such an one and such an one found pardon 
and peace, why may not / hope to find it also ? 
Why should I despair ? I will say, * Why art thou 
cast down, my soul, and why art thou disquieted 
within me ? Hope thou in God;^ " and you have 
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almost had the courage to add, ^^ for I shall yet praise 
Him, who is the health of my oountenanoe, and my 
God." Now, under Qt)d, this has come from inter- 
course with others, and thus you have been taught 
the meaning of that Scripture, "As in water fees 
answereth to face, so the heart of man to man." 

Now, anything that would stop this intercourse, 
or interrupt this communion, must be a saorifioe ; 
and, if it be of our own seeking, as it was in Lot's 
case — and not simply as a consequence of the Lord's 
marked and special leadings — the result will be to 
our own disadvantage, in a spiritual point of view, 
and our deep, deep regret. Of what may be tiie 
ultimate benefit, in regard to personal knowledge 
and deeper divine teaching, I do not now speak, but 
merely of the sacrifice in the abstract. 

We read further, that "Abram dwelled in the 
land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of tiie 
plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom.'' 

" Pitched his tent toward SodomJ^ Now mark this. 
Li all probability, the highest, most cheerful, and 
promising aspect was " toward Sodom," and, there- 
fore. Lot chose to " pitch his tent " in that direction. 
That he knew somewhat of the character of its people, 
we can scarcely doubt. That he knew they were 
very different, in both principle and habit, from him 
and his from whom he had just separated, there can 
be no question. But most likely he thought — as, 
alas ! even those who ought to know better too often 
do — there could be no danger whilst he kept at a 
respectful distance. Ho was only "pitching his 
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tent toward Sodom," not in it. Ah, there is the craft 
of Satan ; this is the way he entraps unwary souls ; 
and this is the kind of bait by which even G-od's 
own people— to say nothing of those who simply 
profess to know and love Him — are too often de- 
ceived. Now observe what is said in immediate con- 
nexion with the statement that ^'Lot pitched his 
tent toward Sodom." It is spoken of very emphati- 
cally, as though the danger of Lot's position was 
imminent. « But "—mark the " but "— " But the 
men of Sodom were wicked and ainners before the 
Lord exceedingly,^^ Here was a fact — a startling 
fewt. And, although Lot only "pitched his tent 
toward Sodom," was he not in danger of being con- 
taminated by their practices P " Can a man take 
fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned P" 
" Be not deceived," said the apostle, " evil communi- 
cations corrupt good manners." There is an old 
and very true saying, "Like begets like." It is 
astonishing how soon impressions (however good and 
powerful for a season) wear off after a time. I re- 
member a lady saying, that " when she first went to 
reside on the Continent, she was perfectly shocked at 
the way in which the Parisians passed the Sabbath ; 
boty" she added, " that after a few Sundays, the eye 
became so accustomed to it, that she began to think 
little or nothiDg of it." This is one of the conse- 
quences, dear young friends, of " pitching our tents 
toward Sodom." She might not have gone to mass, 
nor do many become at once Eoman Catholics, be- 
cause of pictures and vestments, and incense and fine 
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music ; but, to say the least, it is " pitching the tent 
toward Sodom ;" and as, with respect to Lot, we very 
soon afterwards find him in Sodom, so midtitudes 
who for a time only played with the edge-tools of 
Popery, by little and little have become so accustomed 
and familiar and so well pleased with these new 
and popular attractions, so well adapted to the human 
senses and the carnal mind, as ere long to lodge 
them in Rome ! 

Oh, beware, beware, dear young Mends^ of the 
beginnings of evil. Thousands who at first merely 
tampered with Ritualism — and who would have 
shrunk with the greatest possible repugnance from 
the veriest idea of the dreadftd extremes into which 
afterwards they have gone — ^have by little and little 
so found their prejudices give way, and been sd ena^ 
moured with that which was pleasing and agreeable to 
the senses, as at last, not only to yield to its fasci- 
nations, but to become the supporters — ^yea, the 
strenuous advocates — of a system which the Bible 
declares to be " dnmken with the blood of the saints, 
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus," and of 
which God says, " Come out of her, my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto 
heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities." 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and verse.] 

John i. 
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PRATER. 



Lord, we pray Thee, cheer and comfort us by the 
appKcation of Thy word. We are in the midst of 
many and great dangers, and we have no power 
of ourselves to help ourselves. But Thou hast told 
us in Thy word, " That Thou wilt give power to the 
faint ; and to them that have no might Thou wilt 
increase strength." Thou hast said, "The youths 
shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall 
utterly fall : but they that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength ; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles ; they shall run, and not be weary ; 
and they shall walk, and not faint." We thank 
Thee, Lord, for these so suitable and precious 
words ; and, we pray Thee, that we may personally 
know and feel their power in our own condition and 
circumstances. When cast down and discouraged on 
account of the difficulties or the dangers by which 
we are surrounded, enable us, Holy Ghost, to 
look to Thyself, and to plead before Thee Thine 
own word. And do Thou fulfil it in us, and for us, 
for Christ's sake. Amen. 

CM. 1 There is a land of pure delight, 
Where saints immortal reign ; 
Infinite day excludes the night, 
And pleasures banish pain. 

2 There everlasting spring abides, 
And never- withering flowers. 
Death like a narrow sea divides 
This heavenly land from ours. 
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3 Sweet fields bejond the swelling flood. 
Stand dress'd in living green ; 
So to the Jews Old Canaan stood 
While Jordan roU'd between. 

5 Oh, conld we make our doubts remove. 
Those gloomy doubts that rise. 
And see the Canaan that we love, 
"With faith's unclouded eyes ; 

5 Could we but climb where Moses stood. 
And view the landscape o'er, 
Not Jordan's stream nor death's cold flood 

Should fright us from the shore. Watts. 

" May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ/^ Ae. 
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L.M. 1 As pants the hart for cooling springs^ 
So longs my soul, O King of kings, 
Thy face in near approach to see, — 
So thirsts, great Source of Life, for Thee I 

2 Thy mercies, Lord, before my eyes 
Shall yet in sweet remembrance rise ; 
Amidst the storm, amidst the wave, 
Thy love the beams of comfort gave. 

3 Thy name to rapture prompts my tongue. 
My joy by day, by night my song ; 

To Thee my soul ascends in prayer. 
And in Thy bosom pours its care. 

4 Then why, my soul, with care opprest P 
And whence the woes that fill my breast ? 
Jn all thy cares, in all thy woes. 

On God thy stedfast hope repose. 

ilRST SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and verse.] 

Psalms xlii. and li. 

PRATER. 

Lord God, who searchest the hearts and triest 
tibe reins of the children of men, permit us not at 
ibis time to rush into Thy presence as the unthinking 
heart into the battle, but give us becoming thought- 
falnesft and seriousness. We would sot miultiplj 
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words before Thee. We would not venture to ex- 
press what we do not feel. We know — 

** That Gk>d abhors the sacrifice 
Where not the heart is found." 

And, therefore, we pray that the Holy Spirit may 
graciously take us in hand at this time, and that He 
would make us truthful and acceptable worshippers. 
Suflfer us not, Lord, to be carried away by mere 
form, but give us to feel what we may attempt to 
utter. We know that Thou hast said in Thy word, 
" For aU these things will I be inquired of by the 
house of Israel to do them for them." And we 
know, too, that Thou dost first give to Thy children 
a sense of their needs, and then dost enable them 
and encourage them to appeal to Thee for the supply 
thereof. We are greatly cheered. Lord, by that most 
gracious word of Thine, wherein Thou didst com- 
mission Thy servant the apostle to say, " My God 
shall supply all your need, according to His riches in 
glory, by Christ Jesus." Oh, Lord, of what those 
" riches in glory" are, we can form no conception ; 
but this we feel, that there are in those " riches" a 
fulness of mercy and grace and love, exactly suited 
to us, a little company of poor, needy sinners. Oh, 
then, vouchsafe at this time a supply firom that in- 
exhaustible storehouse ! Open the boundless trea- 
suries of Thy grace and mercy, and pour into our 
poor, empty, aching hearts that immeasurable fiilness 
that is treasured up in Christ Jesus. So that " of 
His fulness we may receive, and grace for grace." 
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Oh, Lord, if we know some little of Christ, grant 
us to know more of Him ; yea, grant us to " grow in 
grace, and in a knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord." 
May we be " forgetting the things which are behind, 
and be reaching forth to those things which are be- 
fore, towards the mark of the prize of our high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus!" Enable us, Lord, to 
remember that it is "high time to awake out of 
sleep, for now is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed." May we not lose sight of the great fact 
that " soon He that shall come will come, and will 
not tarry !" May we, therefore, be as those who are 
in waiting for the Lord's coming, come He whenso- 
ever He may ! May we have our lamps trimmed, 
and oil in our lamps, so as to be ready at any moment 
for the summons ! "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh ; 
go ye out to meet Him." 

Are there those before Thee, Lord, who know Thee 
not ? Oh, if it be Thy blessed will, bring such to 
know Thee, " whom to know is eternal life." Oh, 
Lord, in great mercy grant that none in our little 
assembly may live and die in ignorance of Thee and 
at enmity with Thee. Oh, let none perish. Lord, 
but may each and all, by Thy power, Holy Ghost, 
be brought to repentance ! 

Lord, we ask it, for -Christ's sake. Amen. 

" Our Father," &c. 

68 & 4b. 1 Nearer, my God, to Thee, 

Nearer to Thee ; 
E'en though it be a cress 
That raiseth me ; 
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Still all mj Bong shall be. 
Nearer, mj Gk>d, to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee. 

2 Though like the wanderer. 

The Bim gone down. 
Darkness be over me, 

Mj rest a stone ; 
Tet in my dreams I'd be 
Nearer, my Qod, to Thee, 

Nearer to Thee. 

3 There let the way appear 

Steps nnto heaven ; 
All that Thou sendest me 

In mercy given ; 
Angels to beckon me 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, 

Nearer to Thee. 

4 Then with my waking thoughts 

Bright with Thy praise. 
Out of my stony griefs 

Bethel 111 raise ; 
So by my woes to be 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, 

Nearer to Thee. S. F. Adams. 

GOD'S MERCIFUL RESCUE OF LOT. 

**And while he lingered, the men laid hold v^on his haand, and 
wpcm the hcmd of his wife, and upon the hand of his two 
daughters ; the Lord being merciful unto hvm : a/nd then 
brought him forth, and set him withotii the city." — Gen. 
xix. 16. 

My dear young friends, the thought that I desire 
to be the means of impressing upon you is, that "it 
is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.** 
"There is a way," saith the Scriptures, "that 
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seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is 
death." This to the man who Kves and dies in im- 
penitenoy means eternal ruin and everlasting death ; 
but, in a more limited and restricted sense, the ohoioe 
by man of his own way, or the entrance upon a walk 
that appears to him to be both pleasant and pro- 
mising, proves even to the beUever, or the chad of 
Qt)d, death to his peace and comfort and enjoyment 
in the ways of God. You know how strikingly this 
was the case with respect to the prophet Jonah, who, 
instead of going to Nineveh, as the Lord bade him, 
fled to Tarshish, " jfrom the presence of the Lord.'^ 
I don't know of anything more dreadful. You wiU 
remember that this would have issued in Jonah's de- 
fitruotion, but for the great pity and forbearance of 
God. But now, as we proceed, we shall see how the 
same &cts are apparent in Lot's case, and all so inti- 
mately connected with his choosing for himself, and 
his seeking to have his own will and to walk in his 
own way. 

That God approved of the course Abraham adopted 
with respect to Lot is very clear ; for we find that, 
no sooner was Lot gone jfrom him, than " The Lord 
said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from 
him. Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place 
where thou art northward, and southward, and east- 
ward, and westward : for all the land which thou 
seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 
And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth : 
so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, 
then shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk 
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through the land in the length of it and in the breadth 
of it ; for I will give it unto thee. Then Abram re- 
moved his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of 
Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar 
unto the Lord." How great and gracious a pro- 
mise was this ! and, as I have said, how striking a 
proof that God was pleased with Abraham's conduct 
in regard to Lot ! 

But now observe how soon the latter was disturbed 
in his rest-^how soon put out of the position he had 
so carefully and, as he thought, wisely chosen. There 
came, it seems, sundry kings into the country where 
he was, and both he and his were taken and carried 
away captives. 

Here we find a farther proof of the nobleness of 
Abraham's character. Listead of indulging in the 
least unkindly feeling towards Lot, and saying — as, 
alas ! too many would have said — " Ah, see what he 
has got by his selfishness ; now he may reap the 
fruits of his choice", he "armed his trained servants, 
bom in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, 
and pursued" the enemy, and overcame them ; " and 
he brought back all the goods, and also brought again 
his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, 
and the people." Then, when the Xing of Sodom 
said imto Abraham, " Grive me the person, and take 
the goods to thyself," he said, in reply to the king, 
" I have lift up mine hand imto the Lord, the most 
high God, the possessor of heaven and earth, that I 
will not take from a thread even to a shoelatohet, 
and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest 
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thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich : save 
only that which the young men have eaten, and 
the portion of the men which went with me, Aner, 
Eshool, and Mamre ; let them take their portion." 

Does not this, dear young friends, prove that gene- 
rosity of character, on the part of Abraham, of which 
I before spoke ? Oh, rely on it, God ever has proved, 
and ever will continue to prove, the truth of His 
word, " The liberal soul shall be made fat ; and he 
that watereth shall be watered also himself." I 
would have you think much of this. I would have 
you search the Word of God for proofs and evi- 
dences of it. Moreover, I would have you observe 
it, as proved in daily life. 

I reminded you, at our last lecture, that Lot, who 
" pitched his tent toward Sodom," soon took up his 
abode in Sodom. Hence we find that, when those 
awftd calamities were about to befal the city. Lot was 
found by the angels, who came to rescue him, sitting 
" in the gate of Sodom." What a fearful night was 
that which ensued, and ere yet destruction fell upon 
the cities of the plain ! Distressing as must have 
been Lot's position when the enemy came upon hiryi, 
and took him and his family and substance away, 
we think this night must have even far exceeded that 
^ for anguish and intensity of distress. Fearful lest he 
should be again overtaken by some invading foe, it is 
probable he took up his abode, for greater security, in 
the city ; but, alas ! how fatally was he deceived ! 
See, moreover, what came of his contact with Sodom ! 
Notoriously wicked as its people were, it would seem 

K 
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that he gave his daughters in marriage to some of 
the men of that guilty city. And what was the 
consequence ? When, at the bidding of the apgels, 
he urged them to get out of the place, inasmuch as 
the Lord was about to destroy it, he ^^ seemed as one 
that mocked unto his sons in law." 

We read that, after this, "When the morning 
arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, 
take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are 
here ; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the 
city. And while he lingered, the men laid hold 
upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, 
and upon the hand of his two daughters; the 
Lord being merciftd unto him : and they brought 
him forth, and set him without the city. And 
it came to pass, when they had brought them fortih 
abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life ; look not 
behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; 
escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. And 
Lot said unto them. Oh, not so, my Lord : Be- 
hold now, thy servant hath found grace in Thy 
sight, and Thou hast magnified Thy mercy, which 
Thou hast shewed imto me in saving my life ; and I 
cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take 
me, and I die : Behold now, this city is near to flee 
imto, and it is a little one : Oh, let me escape thither,, 
(is it not a little one ?) and my soul shall live." 

Thus a spirit of self-will is still to be seen in Lot. 
It were reasonable to suppose, that he had had 
teaching enough to cause him to fear himself, and to 
mate him dread having his own way ; but, no, a 



SERVICE XI. 131 

deceitful, treacherous heart still had its baneful in- 
fluence over him, as it has over us all, if Divine graoe 
prevent not. There is nothing we need so much 
dread as ourselves. Even Satan is a less dangerous 
enemy than self, because self is ever with us. Satan 
(alert as he is) may be said, in a sense, to come and 
go; self never departs. Poor sinful self is always 
at home. Hence we need be ever on our watch- 
tower ; and we have constant need to exclaim, " Lord, 
save me from myself," as well as, " Lord, save me 
from the great enemy, that either * goeth about 
as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour,' or 
* transforms himself into an angel of light.' " 

It is said with respect to the children of Israel, 
that God " gave them the desire of their heart, but 
He sent leanness into their souls ;" so the angel of the 
Lord gave heed to Lot's most urgent request, but he 
had to learn some further painful lessons as the re- 
sult of that request. 

" See," said the angel, " I have accepted thee con- 
cerning this thing also, that I wiU not overthrow 
this city, for the which thou hast spoken. Haste 
thee, escape thither ; for I cannot do any thing till 
thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the 
city was called Zoar. The sun was risen upon the 
earth when Lot entered into Zoar. Then the Lord 
rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone 
and fire from the Lord out of heaven ; and He over- 
threw those cities, and all the plain, and all the in- 
habitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the 
ground." Oh, how awful must have been that scene ! 

K 2 
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Who can conceive of its horrors, when the Lord 
poured forth from the mighty heavens, not simply 
rain, as in the time of the flood, but '^ brimstone and 
fire ! " So that the whole firmament must, as it were, 
have been in a blaze ! An awful conflagration ! — 
enough indeed to make the stoutest heart to tremble. 

Yet see the pity of God, and mark the power of 
loving and earnest intercession, such as that on the 
part of Abraham when, as shown in the previous 
chapter, he pleaded again and again with God, 
closing up his urgent arguments with, " Oh let not 
the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this 
once : Peradventure ten shall be found there. And 
He said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake." And 
here we hear the angel saying, " Haste thee, escape 
thither ; for / cannot do any thing till Thou be come 
thither." 

But observe, had Lot taken the Lord*8 way, and 
gone whither He would have shown him, it is prob- 
able his wife might have been saved from that dire 
calamity which befel her. They might have been so 
led as to be out of view of the dread destruction that 
came on the city. Curiosity, or a lingering after, or 
both, of a sudden seizes Lot's wife. Contrary to the 
Divine command, " She looked from behind him [that 
is, took a glance behind her husband's back, or it 
may be without his knowledge] and she became a 
pillar of salt." 

This was calamity upon calamity to Lot. How 
dreadful must have been his feelings ! Yet he dares 
not linger ! He is escaping for his life ! It is pro- 
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bable that the very heavens were convulsed with 
terrific thunderings, and possibly, in the momentary 
intervals of their most startling roar, the shouts and 
screams of the perishing multitude might be heard 
resounding through the air. But Lot dares not halt 
a moment on his onward way. Of what became of 
his wife possibly he was in doubt; or, if at the 
moment he caught a glance at her fearful transition, 
how anguished must have been his heart! how 
terror-stricken his whole frame ! 

Let us not, however, overlook the lesson in regard 
to that hapless wife ! Whether from curiosity, or 
from a lusting after the place she had left, she looked 
back, in either case she was at fault. If curiosity 
prompted her, she acted in direct opposition to the 
counsel given by the angel, " Look not behind thee, 
nor stay thou in all the plain." If she lusted after 
the city, or craved again that she had lost, her heart 
was not right with God. What she did was by con- 
straintf and not of choice. She came not forth from 
that guilty city with a readiness to obey God — a 
gratitude for His interposing kindness. Hers was 
pretence more than reality. Her heart was there still, 
although fleeing from the city as far as her bodily 
presence was concerned. 

If we have professedly come out from the world, 
and cast oflF old associations, and ceased from old 
pursuits and practices, are we in earnest ? " Where 
the treasure is there will the heart be also." Is it a 
positive severance ? Are we really — indeed and of a 
truth— denying self, taking up our cross daily, and 
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following Christ ?," Are we trying to serve Christ 
and Belial ; or, satisfied that we oannot serve both, 
is it our one wish, aim, and desire to flee from the 
Sodom of this world, and to resolve, by graee divine, 
to " choose rather to sufler affiotion with the people of 
God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season?" 
Of how many, alas ! it may be said, " Ye did ran 
well ; who did hinder you ?" As in Christ's days on 
earth, so now, many who professed to know and love 
Him, whilst things went on agreeably and plea- 
santly — without any sacrifice to make — ^they were 
content to be called Christians but, ah I as in the 
parable of the sower, "when persecution or tri- 
bulation ariseth because of the Word," then sooh 
and such are ^' offended," and, as in the days of our 
Lord, " turn aside, and walk no more with Him'?" 
The Lord, in mercy, make us sincere and whole- 
hearted in our professing to give up tJie vanities of 
this poor sinful world, and in choosing tlie better 
part — ^the one thing needfiil — which cannot be taken 
away from us. 

And may we never forget, dear young friends, the 
sad and disastrous consequences to Lot, arising from 
his seeking to choose for himself and his following 
the dictates of his own selfish and corrupt heart. 
May it, indeed, be a warning to us all to stand in 
dread of ourselves. May it possess us more and 
more with both the necessity and the privilege of 
"acknowledging the Lord in all our ways," that 
" Se may direct our paths." May we feel yet more 
and more the truth of that Scripture, "Be not 
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deceived ; GK)d is not mocked : for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth 
to his flesh shall of the fledi reap corruption ; but he 
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting " (Gal. vi. 7, 8). May we remember also, 
for our encouragement, and in regard to any diffi- 
culty or perplexity with which we may be called to 
contend, that the Lord has said, by the same apostle, 
" Be careful for nothing ; but in every thing by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. And the peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus " (PhU. 
iv. 6, 7), And by the apostle James, the Lord has 
also said, " If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, iand upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him" (James i. 6). 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and Terse.} 

Isaiah xxxi. 

PRATER. 

Again we bow the knee before Thee, Lord, to 
thank Thee and to praise Thee for all Thy goodness 
towards us. " Thy mercies are new every morning. 
Great is Thy fidthfulness." Oh, teach us. Lord, 
what we know not. " Open Thou our understand- 
ings, that we may understand Thy Scriptures." Give 
us to delight in Thy word. Ghrant us to understand 
the meaning of that Scripture, " Thy words were 

i 
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found, and I did eat them; and Thy word was 
unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart." Yea, 
let Thy word dwell in us richly, in all wisdom. 
May Thy word be so " hid in our hearts, that we 
may not sin against Thee." May it bring forth 
finiit in us, to the praise and glory of Thy name. 
May it, by Thy power and grace, Holy Ghost, 
influence our whole conduct and conversation. When 
tempted may we, by the powerful application of Thy 
word, say, "How can I do this great wickedness, 
and sin against Grod ?" May each increasingly feel, 
that " Thou, God, seest me ! " Oh, give us tender 
consciences. Lord. Cause us to hate every false way. 
Hear us, Lord, for Christ's sake. Amen. 



lOs. 1 Abide with me ! fast falls the eventide ; 

The darkness deepens ; Lord, with me abide ! 
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee. 
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me ! 

2 Swift to its close ebbs out life's day ; 
Earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away ; 
Change and decay in all around I see ; 

O Thou, who changest not, abide with me ! 

3 Not a brief glance, I beg, a passing word, 
But as Thou dwell'st with Thy disciples, Lord, 
Familiar, condescending, patient, free, 
Oome not to sojourn, but abide with me. 

4 Come not in terrors, as the Kmg of kings ; 
But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings ; 
Tears for all woes, a heart for every plea, 
Come, Friend of sinners, and thus *bide with me. 
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5 Thou on my head in early youth didst smile, 
And, though rebellious and perverse meanwhile, 
Thou hadst not left me, oft as I left Thee ; 

On to the dose, O Lord, abide with me ! 

6 I need Thy presence ev'ry passing hour ; 

What but Thy grace can foil the Tempter's pow'r ? 
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be ? 
Through clouds and sunshine, oh, abide with me I 

7 I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless, 
nis have no weight, and tears no bitterness : 
Where is death's sting ? where, grave, thy victory ? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me. 

8 Hold then Thyself before my closing eyes ! 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies : 
Heav'n's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows 

flee; 
In life and death, O Lord, abide with me ! Lyte. 

" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,- ' &o. 
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78. 1 'Tis a point I long to know. 

Oft it causes anxious thought. 
Do I love the Lord or no P 
Am I His, or am I not F 

2 Could mj heart so hard remain. 

Prayer a task and burden prove ; 
Every trifle give me pain. 
If I knew a Saviour's love P 

3 When I turn my eyes within. 

All is dark, and vain, and wild ; 
Fill'd with unbelief and sin. 
Can I deem myself a child P 

4 If I pray, or hear, or read. 

Sin is miz'd with aU I do ; 
You that love the Lord indeed. 
Tell me, is it thus with you P 

5 Yet I mourn my stubborn will. 

Find my grief a sin and thrall ; 
Should I grieve for what I feel. 
If I did not love at all P 

6 Gould I joy His saints to meet. 

Choose the ways I once abhorr'd. 
Find at times the promise sweet, 
If I did not love the Lord P 

7 Let me love Thee more and more, 

If I love at all, I pray ; 
If I have not loved before. 
Help me to begin to-day. Cowpsb. 
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FIRST SGRIPTURB READING. 

[To be read round, verBe and Terse.] 

Psalms Ixxiii. and dii. 

PRATER. 

Almighty God, we pray Thee to enable us to 
draw near to Thee at this time, in a right spirit, and 
in a becoming sense of Thy greatness,, holiness, and 
power. Grant ns to feel that we are in Thy presence ; 
that this is Thy day. Enable ns, Lord, to " wor- 
ship Thee, who art a Spirit, in spirit and in truth, 
for Thou seekest such to worship Thee." We pray 
Thee, Lord, to preserve us from hypocrisy. Per- 
mit us not to approach TEee witii the mere language 
of the lips, whilst our hearts are far from Thee. 
Give us increasingly to feel, that" Thou searchest the 
hearts, and triest the reins of the children of men." 
Grant us to realize, that we cannot flee from Thy 
presence ; that Thine eye is- ever upon us. But, 
Holy Spirit, cause us to know that we are objects of 
Thy special love and of Thy peculiar care. Oh, 
pardon our sins. Wadi ua in the fountain opened for 
sin and uncleanness. Grant us Mth, and by it may 
we be led to see that our sins were laid upon the 
great Sin-bearer. Oh, that JesuB may be revealed to 
us as our Eedeemer. May we know that " He hath 
borne our sins in His own body on the tree." Grant 
us personally to know, and rejoice in the fact, that 
"He was wounded for our transgressions, bruised 
for our iniquities, that the chastisement of our peace 
was upon TTim ; and that by His stripes we are 
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healed." Oh, grant, Lord, that whilst we know, 
and feel ashamed and humbled by the fact, that 
" all we like sheep have gone astray ; that we have 
turned every one to his own way," that yet, in 
great grace, boundless love, and richest mercy, " the 
Lord hath laid upon Him the iniquity of us all." 
Hence may we be brought, by Thy Almighty grace 
and power, Holy Grhost, to know Jesus as our 
Saviour, our Eedeemer, our everlasting Friend and 
Portion. Amen. 
" Our Father," «S:c. 



Ss & 63. 1 Just as I am — without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of Gk>d, I come. 

2 Just as I am — and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot — 

To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

3 Just as I am — ^though toss'd about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fighting within, and fears without, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

4 Just as I am — ^poor, wretched, blind ; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind. 
Tea, all I need in Thee to find — 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

5 Just as I am — Thou wilt receive. 
Wilt welcome, pai'don, cleanse, relieve : 
Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 
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6 Just as I am — Thy love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down ! 
Now, to be Thine, yea, Thine alone — 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

THE WOMAN OF A SORROWTUL SPIRIT 
" Asked of Ood,"—! Sam. i. 

The names both of places and persons in Scripture 
are commonly most expressive. They contain much 
that is at once important and interesting. The name 
Samuel, for example, means " asked of God." Now 
this implies that we, as poor sinners, are privileged to 
ask, and that God is willing to bestow. 

Such was the case with Hannah, the mother of 
Samuel. With the hope that the long promised 
Messiah, which was " the seed that was to bruise the 
serpent's head," might, in some way, descend from 
them, it was a prevailing wish among Old Testament 
women that they might have children. Hannah had 
long wished and sought for this favour. She went 
up to the house of God, from time to time, and there 
laid her case before the Lord, but her heart was so 
full, that she could not find words to express all she 
felt. Hence we read, that " she spake in her heart ; 
only her lips moved but her voice was not heard." 
When we think of what followed — of the marked and 
marvellous way in which her prayer was answered — 
it may well encourage us to pray in our thoughts^ and 
with our mindy even though there may not be the 
opportunity nor the power to express with the lips 
what we want. God looks at the heart, and reads 
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the meaning of the tear, or the sigh, or the groan. 
In addition to the case before us, there is left on re- 
cord a most striking answer to j)rayer. It was that 
of Abraham's servant, whom Q-od was pleased to hear 
and graciously to answer, " whilst he was yet speaking 
in his heart." Oh, dear young friends, be it ours 
ever to remember, that " whilst man looketh upon the 
outward appearance, Grod looketh at the heart." He is 
the " heart-seaching, rein-trying God." He "knows 
what is the mind of the spirit." 

But, although Hannah was so earnest and so sin^ 
cere in her breathings at the footstool of mercy, she 
was not understood by Eli, although a prophet of the 
Lord; he mistook both the person and her object. 
This may well teach us to " cease from man," and 
lead us to beware of putting the creature in the place 
of God. J^o doubt it was the more painful to Hannah, 
in that she should be suspected by such a person in 
such a place. However, as is ever the case with 
God's people, out of that very trial was to spring a 
blessing ! The Lord invariably causes " aU things 
to work together " for the " good " of his people. 
The terms of doubt and rebuke in which the prophet 
addressed Hannah, enkindled in her heart a holy 
jealousy, and led to her the more candidly and unre- 
servedly expressing her state of mind. How touching 
was her appeal to the prophet, in answer to his 
charge, " How long wilt thou be drunken P put away 
thy wine from thee." " No, my lord," was her reply. 
" I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit : I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out 
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my soul before the Lord. Count not thine handmaid 
(or a daughter of Selial : for oat of the abundanoe of 
my complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto." 

So forcible was this reply, and so clearly was it the 
langoage of truth and sincerity, that by a Divine im- 
pulse, the prophet was prompted immediately to say 
to her, '* Gt) in peace : and the GFod of Israel grant 
thee thy petition that thou hast asked of Him." 
What fiirther encouragement is here presented to us 
to pray, and that, too, in the face of improba- 
bilities. What a stimulus, moreover, to persevere in 
prayer. When Hannah went up to the house of the 
Lord on this occasion, as she had so often before 
done, how little did she expect so kind and gracious 
an answer fix)m the Lord, through the prophet. It 
was evident that her grief was very great ; that long 
delays, and the non-appearance of any heed being 
given to her prayers, had only added to her sorrow. 
How imprepared, therefore, was she, now that her an- 
guish had reached its very climax by an undue sus- 
picion of her motives and integrity, to receive so 
unexpectedly, but at the same time so definitely, 
such a gracious intimation that her prayer was heard, 
and should in due time be answered ! 

Dear young Mends, you and I have to do with the 
seK-same Grod as Hannah had. He is still the same 
kind and gracious Benefactor and Friend. Still is 
He seated upon a throne of grace and mercy ; yea, He 
there "waits to be gracious," and holds out the 
kindest and most loving exhortations to look to Him, 
to wait upon Him, to cast all our care upon Him — 
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yea, " to be oaxeful for nothing, but in everything, by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, to let our 
requests be made known unto G-od;" and the assur- 
ance connected with such appeal is, '^ and the peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your heart and mind by Christ Jesus." 

May the Lord the Spirit make these kind and 
gracious words, as well as the precious example of 
Hannah, an inducement to you to resort to the throne 
of grace, remembering that there is nothing beneath 
Jehovatf s notice, without whose knowledge " not a 
sparrow falleth to the ground." You may rest as- 
sured that nothing need keep you back from tiiat 
throne of grace ; that no sin, of thought or word or 
deed, need deter you from seeking Jesus ; but, under- 
stood aright, those very sins, and your very helpless- 
ness and unworthiness, may prove as only so many 
reasons why you should flee to Him who Himself 
graciously declared, " The whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick. I came not to call the righ- 
teous, but sinners to repentance." 

And be it yours also, dear young friends, to re- 
member that, great as was the privilege to Hannah 
to " go up to the house pf the Lord," and, by prayer 
and supplication, to spread her case before the Lord, 
she was not satisfied therewith. She did not, in a 
proud self-sufiiciency, say, " I have been to the house 
of God ; I have attended to my duties ; I have said 
my prayers ;" or " I have oflFered praises in the sanc- 
tuary." Oh, no, there was nothing of this. All 
these observances were only a means to an end. She 
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had an object in view, both definite and distinct. She 
had a favour to ask — a mercy to crave — a blessing to 
implore. The mere seeking or soliciting did not 
satisfy, as prayer-repeating and praise-offering do 
professed and deluded so-called worshippers. Oh, no, 
this would not suffice sincere, earnest, importunate 
Hannah. It was that which God, and God only, could 
give that Hannah wanted. When she had the as- 
surance that she was heard, and should in due time 
be answered, then, and not till then, she was satisfied ; 
then, and not until then, " she went her way, and did 
eat, and her countenance was no more sad." 

Dear young Mends, be it yours to keep this fact 
prominently before you^ It is fraught with deepest, 
most important teaching. Remember, it was not her 
prayers, but an answer to them, for which Hannah 
looked, and with nothing short of which could she be 
contented. Those who rest in their prayers, or praises, 
or alms-deeds, rest, be assured, in a sad and (if divine 
grace prevent not) in a soul-destructive delusion. 
Is the beggar satisfied with his simply craving alms, 
or the patient in merely sending for the doctor? 
Does not the one look for the response to his solici- 
tations, and the other to theJdoctor's actual coining 
and prescribing for his relief ? So, likewise, it is not 
with a simple appeal to Christ that we are to be con- 
tented, but with nothing short of an answer from 
Christ, amounting to the bless'ng which was included 
in the saying of the prophet to Hannah, " Go in peace, 
and the God of Israel grant thee the petition that 
thou hast asked of Him," 
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SECOND SCRIPTUEB READING. 

[To be read round. Terse and Terse.] 

1 Samuel ii. 

PRATER. 

Lord, we desire to tliank Thee for the encourag- 
ing words which we have just heard. May they, by 
Thy grace and power, Holy Spirit, prompt us to 
look at all times to Thee. Be our trials or aiixieties 
whatever they may, help us at once to betake our- 
selves to Thee, who art indeed " a very present help 
in trouble." Oh, help us, should we be aroused 
during the slumbers of this night, or on the morrow, 
if we are priviliged to see it, to think of Thy good- 
ness and Thy condescension to her of whom we have 
just heard, and to whom Thou wast so good and 
gracious. Thou art the God that hearest prayer, and 
" unto Thee shall all flesh come." Lord, give us 
much of that spirit which possessed Hannah, that so, 
as she was prepared to dedicate her child to the Lord, 
we may be enabled to dedicate ourselves to Thee. 
Teach us, Lord, that we are not our own. Grant us 
to know that we are " bought with a price." Assure 
us that we "were redeemed, not by silver and gold, 
but by the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot." And may this 
love of Christ constrain us to surrender ourselves — 
body, soul, and spirit — to Him who hath done so 
much for us, and who is so entirely worthy of our 
best love and service. Lord, we ask it, for Christ's 
sake. — ^Amen. 
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CM. 1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

" Come unto me and rest ; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 

Thy head upon my breast." 
I came to Jesus as I was, 

Weary, and worn, and sad, 
I found in Him a resting-place, 

And He has made me ^lad. 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

" Behold, I freely give 
The living water ; thirsty one. 

Stoop down, and drink, and live !" 
I eame to Jesus, and I drank 

Of that life-giving sti*eam ; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

And now I live in Him. 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

" I am this dark world's light ; 
Look unto me, thy mom shall rise. 

And aU thy day be bright." 
I look'd to Jesus, and I found 

Li Him my star, my sun; 
And in that light of life I'll walk. 

Till Travelling days are done. Bonab. 

" May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ," &c. 
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P.M. 1 Just as thou art, without one trace 
Of love, or joy, or inward grace, 
Or meetnesB for the heavenly place, 
O guilty sinner, come ! 

2 Burden'd with guilt, wouldst thou be blest 
Trust not the world ; it gives no rest : 
Christ brings relief to hearts oppressed : 

O weary sinner, come. 

3 Come, leave thy burden at the cross ; 
Count all thy gains as worthless dross ; 
His grace o'er pays all earthly loss : 

O needy sinner, come ! 

4i Come hither, bring thy boding fears. 
Thy aching heart, thy bursting tears ; 
'Tis mercy's voice salutes thine ears : 
O trembling sinner, come. 

5 The Spirit and the Bride say, " Come !" 
Rejoicing saints re-echo, " Come !" 
Who faints, who thirsts, who will, may come : 
The Saviour bids thee come ! 

FIRST SCRIPTgRE BEADING. 

[To be read round, Yerse and Terse.] 

Psalms xxxii. and Ixv. 

PRATER. 
Lord God Almighty, we would assemble to- 
gether at this time under a deep sense of the grati- 
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tude due to Thee for Thy many, many mercies. We 
have been preserved amid dangers, seen and unseen, 
since we last thus met together. Thou hast supplied 
our constantly-returning wants day by day and hour 
by hour. We have lacked no good thing. Thou 
hast given us food and raiment, and all things richly 
to enjoy. 

" Not more than others we deserve, 
Yet God has given us more ; 
For we have food, whilst others starve, 
And beg from door to door." 

Oh, give us grateful hearts, Lord. Make us sensible 
of our mercies. We thank Thee for health and 
strength, whilst so many are the subjects of sick- 
ness, and tossing to and fro upon beds of pain and 
languishing. We thank Thee for the bestowment 
and the continuance of our reason, whilst so many are 
deprived of so great a boon. We thank Thee that 
we have the free use of all our limbs, whilst so many 
of our poor fellow-creatures have fallen a prey to 
accident, depriving them of either limb or life. We 
thank Thee for kind friends and a comfortable habi- 
tation. We thank Thee for those who love us and 
care for us. We thank Thee for the Sabbath. We 
thank Thee for the ordinance of Thine house. We 
thank Thee for Thy ministers. We thank Thee for 
the Bible, and for the great blessing of being per- 
mitted to read it, none daring to make us afraid. 
We thank Thee that we ever heard of Thee. Our lot 
might have been cast in heathen lands where Thou 
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are not known. But for Thy goodness we might at 
this moment be bowing down to idols of wood and 
stone. We might have lived and died in entire igno- 
rance of Thee. Lord, this was purely of Thy 
goodness and mercy. Do Thou, therefore, fill our 
hearts with gratitude; and grant, eternal Spirit, 
that our lives may be devoted to Thee. Help us, we 
pray Thee, to remember continually that we are " not 
our own, but bought with a price;" and may we 
have grace from Thyself to "glorify Thee in our 
bodies and in our spirits, which are Thine." 

Lord, we ask these mercies, with every unmen- 
tioned favour, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

" Our Father," &c. 

P.M. 1 Hark ! the voice of love and mercy 
SoTinds aloud from Calvary ; 
See, it rends the rocks asunder, 
Shakes the earth and veils the sky, 
" It is finished !" 
Hear the dying Saviour cry. 

2 " It is finished," — O what pleasure 

Do these charming words afford ! 
Heavenly blessings without measure 

Flow to us from Christ the Lord, 
"It is finished!" 
Saints, the dying words record. 

3 Finished all the types and shadows 

Of the ceremonial law ; 
Finished all that €k>d had promised ; 
Death and hell no more shall awe ; 
" It is finished ! " 
^ Saints from hence your comfort draw. 
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4 Strike your harps anew, ye seraphs ; 
Sing aJoud toJesu's nine 
All on earth, and all in heaven, 

« ' ' 

Join the triumph to proclaim, 
« It is finished." 
Glory to the bleeding Lamb. 

A SAYIOUR, AND A GREAT ONE. 

" And the angel said unto them, Fear not : for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is bom this day m the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord,*' — Luke ii. 10, 11. 

Glad tidings indeed ! such as never greeted the ear 
of man before. May we have grace at this time, 
from the God of all grace, to think profitably upon 
the greatness and the glory of these good tidings I 
May we each and all have a personal interest in 
them ; for never did a poor prisoner hear the an- 
nouncement of his gaol discharge, or patient that 
his malady was subdued and in a fair way of 
cure, or the wearied-and-wom soldier that peace 
was proclaimed and his regiment ordered home- 
never, I say, did such news convey one tithe the joy 
that the poor sin-burdened heart experiences when 
first the tidings of a personal and gracious Saviour 
come home with power, and the assurance by the 
Holy Ghost of individual interest therein. Again 
I say, may this be the happy and heartfelt portion 
of each and all of us — ^that Jesus Christ may not be to 
us simply a Saviour in name, but in reality, in deed, 
and in truth ! 

Now the first thought that I would submit to your 
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consideration, dear yoxmg friends, is the very humble 
way in which this great and gracious Saviour came. 
Although Creator and Lord of all — although all that 
wa« said of HU greataess by prophet after prophet, 
ages before He came, was perfectly true — ^yet how 
lowly was His appearance when, in the fulness of 
time, He entered upon His wondrous mission. If 
you turn to the 8th of Proverbs, you find Christ, 
speaking under the character of "Wisdom, saying, 
" The Lord possessed me in the beginning of His 
way, before His works of old. I was set up from 
everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth 
was." In that remarkable chapter. He testifies of 
His co-eternity and co-equal power with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost in the vast work of creation. 
The Apostle Paul, moreover, confirms this testimony, 
in his epistle to the Colossians, where, speaking of 
Christ, he says, " For by Him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers : all things were created by 
Him, and for Him : and He is before all things, and 
by Him all things consist." Yet how striking the 
fact presented by the prophet Isaiah, who, upwards of 
seven hundred years before the incarnation of Christ, 
said, " For He shall grow up before Him as a tender 
plant, and as a root out of a dry groxmd : He hath no 
form nor comeliness ; and when we shall see Him, 
there is no beauty that we should desire Him." See 
its confirmation in the chapter whence our text is 
taken : " She brought forth her first-bom Son, and 
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wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Sim in a 
manger ; because there was no room for Him in the inn^ 
There was room for others, but none for Christ, the 
Lord of life and glory. Ah, dear young friends, how 
like was that inn to our hearts ! By nature we can 
find room there for the world and sin, in all its varied 
hues and forms, but no room for Christ, imtil He 
kindly and graciously makes way for Himself. 

Not only did Christ come in this lowly way, the 
oflGspring, as He was, of a humble and obscure woman, 
but the annoimcement of His birth was made to 
shepherds, as they kept watch over their flocks by 
night. Tou and I, in the pride and self-sufficiency 
of our hearts, would have supposed not only that 
this great and wendrous Being would have come to 
earth in the most glorious and majestic way, but 
that the fact of His coming would have been pro- 
claimed to and by the great and noble among men. 
Ah, but this was not Ood*s way ; He neither thinks 
nor does as men think and do. The celestial mes- 
sengers from the court of heaven are despatched to 
these poor shepherds, and that in the night season, 
when men least suspected or cared for tidings the 
most glorious ever proclaimed. " For the angel of 
God came upon them, and the glory of God shone 
round about them, and they were sore afraid." And 
well they might be afraid, for who would conceive 
of such a visitation, and so great a display of glory, 
as this P Then observe at once the compassion and 
condescension of God : " The angel said imto them, 
Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
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great joy, which shall be to aU people/' Oh, what a 
cluster of mercies ! — " Oood tidings of great joy to all 
people ;" " for unto you — ^ye poor, hupible, obscure 
sinners — ^is bom this day, in the city of David, a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." 

Oh, what blessed, joyful news this to poor broken 
contrite hearts. Have you^ dear young friends, been 
taught the need of this Saviour ? Have you felt the 
weight, the guilt, the dreadful consequences of sin? 
Have you been led, as Job was under his sense of 
sin and fear of its dread eflfects, to say, " Oh, that 
there were a daysman, one that would speak for 
me"? Then, indeed, will you rejoice, when the 
Spirit is pleased to bring home these blessed tidings 
to your hearts and consciences of the birth of this 
Saviour, even Christ the Lord. 

Further, see the goodness of God — His mercy and 
condescension. " And this shall be a sign unto you : 
ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger "—thus preparing them for what 
might otherwise appear to be an utter impossibility, 
even that so great and so glorious a Being should 
appear in such form and under such circumstances. 
" And suddenly there was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men." 

What a wondrous spectacle must that have been ! 
How great the contrast! These angelic songsters 
bursting through the very heavens, and rejoicing in 
holy rapture and exultation in Redemption's mystic 
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plan, as its Divine Accomplisher lay in a manger 
hard by, unseen, unknown, and utterly disregarded. 

What greater proof could we have, dear young 
friends, of the utter contempt with which the Lord 
regards all human greatness ? In the birth of Christ, 
and in His appearance on earth as the Redeemer, how 
ftilly was illustrated the declaration of the Holy Ghost 
by the apostle Paul, " But God hath chosen the fool- 
ish things of the world to confound the wise ; and 
God hath chosen the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty ; and base things 
of the world, and things which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are : that no flesh should glory 
in His presence." 

Oh, that these most solemn truths may have a deep 
and salutary influence upon our hearts, leading us to 
think little of those things which so captivate and 
mislead the minds of poor, fallen, sinful men. 

"And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one 
to another. Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known xmto us." 

God grant, dear young friends, that we may often 
in spirit and feeling " go even unto Bethlehem." 
The shepherds were indeed abundantly repaid for 
their pains in giving heed to the tidings that had 
been published to them, and going in quest of a pre- 
cious Saviour. And so shall we be, if by grace 
Divine, and under the Divine leading and prompt- 
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ing of the Holy Spirit, we withdraw in spirit and in 
heart from the vain pursuits and pleasures of this 
poor world, that we may seek Jesus. Be assured He 
is the Rewarder of them who diligently seek Him. 
All that seek shall find. The Lord guided the 
shepherds aright. They found Him whom they 
sought. And so, if by grace we are enabled simply 
to look to the Lord for teaching and guiding, we 
shall be led aright also ; for He has kindly and 
mercifully said, "Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you." And to the young He is specially gra- 
cious ; for, speaking under the charaoter of Wisdom, 
He has said, " I love them that love me, and those 
that seek me early shall find me." 

What language, dear young friends, can be more 
comforting and encouraging than this ? Who need 
despair whilst such cheering words are set before 
them ? And how bright and blessed an example of 
the precious effects of seeking for Jesus is given in 
the case of these humble shepherds ! Their going, 
too, in the night-season not only bespeaks the promp- 
titude and energy by which they were influenced— 
not waiting for the morrow, or postponing their visit 
till a more convenient season — ^but their going in the 
night teaches us that it may be with us also a season 
of darkness, or cloudiness, or obscurity, when we are 
first inclined or constrained to go forth in quest of 
Jesus. So it was, you will remember, literally with 
Mary Magdalene and the other women, who " very 
early in the morning," says one evangelist, and. 
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" early, when it was yet dark," says another, went 
to the sepulchre to anoint the body of Jesus. And 
how were they recompensed, especially Mary Mag- 
dalene, the greatest sinner of the whole ? Ah, how 
little did she imagine, when on that eventful morn- 
ing she went forth with trembling step and a bleed- 
ing heart, that, ere she returned, she should behold 
and have communion with a risen and triumphant 
Saviour ! May her encouraging history, dear young 
friends, as well, as that of the shepherds, stimulate 
us to go oftentimes in thought, meditation, and 
prayer " even unto Bethlehem." 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and verse.] 

Luke xxiy« 

PRAYER. 

Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, we thank 
Thee that we have been favoured with another op- 
portunity for worshipping Thee. Cold and sinful as 
our hearts are, we hope we can appeal to Thee, that 
we have sought to " worship Thee, who art a Spirit, 
in spirit and in truth." Lord, what has been of 
Thyself, confirm and deepen in our souls ; what has 
been of the creature, pass by, we pray Thee, and 
forgive. 

Holy Spirit, give us to meditate upon Thy word. 
Let us see moie and more of Christ, who is the sum 
and substance of the Scriptures. May He become 
to us **the chiefest among ten thousand, the alto- 
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gether lovely." Whilst engaged day by day in 
our lawftil pursuits, may we know, at the same time, 
what it is to have communion with Jesus. May we 
be enabled to trace His footsteps, from the manger 
to the cross. Give us to remember His words, and 
to contemplate His acts, even through all His self- 
denying life, from Bethlehem to Bethany. May our 
minds be thus so occupied with the person and the 
words and works of Jesus, as to prevent the indul- 
gence of vain and sinful thoughts. Lord, we are 
prone to these ; we are so much the subject of vanity 
and sin, that we pray these diviner realities, of which 
we have read and heard and sang, may take up our 
thoughts, engross our attention, and absorb our best 
affections and desires. And thus may we be pre- 
served from Satan's wiles, the world's allurements, 
and our own heart's treachery and deceit. Lord, we 
ask it, for Christ's sake. Amen. 

pjtf. 1 Thou whose Almighty word 

Chaos and darkness heard, 

And took their flight ; 
Hear us, we humbly pray ; 
And where the Gospel day 
Sheds not its glorious ray, 

"Let there be Ught!" 

2 Thou ! who didst come to bring 
On Thy redeeming wing 

Healing and light ; — 
Health to the sick in mind. 
Sight to the inly blind — 
O now to all mankind 

" Let there be Hght ! " 
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3 Spirit of truth and love, 
Life-giving Holy Dove ! 

Speed forth Thy flight ; 
Move on the water's face, 
Bearing the lamp of grace. 
And in earth's darkest place 
' "Let there be Hght!" 

4 Blessed and Holy Three, 
Glorious Trinity : 

Wisdom, Love, Might ! 
Boundless as ocean's tide. 
Rolling in fullest pride, 
Through the earth, far and wide, 

"Let there be Hght!" 

" May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ," &c. 
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CM. 1 Jesus, I love Thy clianning name, 
'Tis music to my ear : 
Fain would I sound it out so loud 
That earth and heaven might hear. 

2 Yes, Thou art precious to my soul, 

My transport and my trust : 
Jewels to Thee are gaudy toys, 
And gold is sordid dust. 

3 All my capacious powers can wish, 

In Thee doth richly meet ; 
Nor to my eyes is light so dear 
Nor friendship half so sweet. 

4 Thy grace still dwells upon my heart. 

And sheds its fragrance there : 
The noblest balm of all its wounds. 
The cordial of its care. 

5 I'll speak the honours of Thy name 

With my last labouring breath ; 
And, dying, clasp Thee in my arms. 
The antidote of death. 

FIRST SORIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, verse and verse.] 

Psalms xi. and Ixxii. 

PRAYER. 
Lord God, the God of Israel, and the Saviour 
thereof in time of trouble, we desir.e once again 
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to seek Thy face, and to venture into Thy pre- 
sence. We acknowledge before Thee, Lord, 
our utter unworthiness. We know that we are 
"less than the least of all Thy mercies." But 
Thou hast said in Thy word, " I do not this for your 
sakes, house of Israel, but for mine holy name's 
sake." Hence, Lord, encouraged and comforted by 
Thine owii holy word, we desire to approach Thee. 
Oh, do Thou look down upon us, and bless us, and 
with great might succour us. 

Although sinners, yet. Lord, is it not now with 
Thee as when Thou wert upon earth, in the days of 
Thy flesh? It was said of Thee, "This man 
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them." Lord, 
here is our hope, here our plea— even that Thou 
wouldest receive us and bless us. Oh, cast us not 
away ; turn not a deaf ear to our cries ; but, sin- 
ners as we are, receive us as such ; and let us indeed 
feel that Thy precious blood, Thou dearest Im- 
manuel, " deanseth us from all sin." Oh, cause it 
to wash away our sins, to purge our consciences, 
and to bring to us that peace — that precious peace — 
that passeth all imderstanding, and which keeps the 
heart and mind by Christ Jesus. Lord, we would 
be sincere; we would be in earnest before Thee. 
We would not mock Thee by the utterance of 
solemn words, whilst our hearts are far from Thee. 
Forbid it, Lord. Make us honest. Make us truth- 
ful. GKve us to really feel what we say. And make 
us very importimate with Thyself. We would feel, 
as the patriarch did, when he said, " I will not let 

M 
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Thee go, except Thou bless me." Oh, bless us, 
Lord, even us, and we shall be blessed. 

Lord, we ask Thee that these meetings may prove 
a blessing. We pray that they may be helpful to 
us in turning our feet into Zion's way. By Thy 
precious power, Holy Grhost, we pray that we may 
enjoy at these times so sacred a pleasure and so 
unearthly a satisfaction, that they may be made 
instrumental in leading us to " ask our way to Zion, 
with our faces thitherward." Lord, grant this, 
we entreat Thee, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

" Our Father," &c. 



8.7. 1 Sweet the moments, rich in blessing, 

Which before the cross I spend, 
Life and health, and peace possessing. 

From, the sinner's dying friend. 
Here I'll sit for ever viewing 

Mercy's streams in streams of blood : 
Precious drops my sonl bedewing. 

Plead and claim my peace with God. 

2 Truly blessed is the station. 

Low before His cross to lie, 
While I see Divine compassion 

Beaming in His loving eye. 
Here it is I find my heaven. 

While upon the Lamb I gaze : 
Love I much P I've much forgiven, 

I'm a miracle of grace. 

3 Love and grief my heart dividing, 

With my tears His feet I'll bathe, 
Constant still in faith abiding. 
Life deriving from His death. 
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May I still enjoy this feeling, 

In all need to Jesus go : 
Prove His wounds each day more healing, 

And Himself more fully know. 

THE TRIAL AND THE TRIUMPH OP FAITH. 
" But He answered her not a word.** — ^Matt. xv. 23. 

It has been truly said that " delays are not de- 
nials." This is remarkably shown in the many facts 
vnih which the Scriptures aboimd. These facts are 
very varied in their nature, and stand connected with 
a diversity of character ; but all go to show that 
which is most cheering and encouraging to those who 
feel their need of help, and are looking to the only 
true source of all grace and salvation. 

The facts connected with the words of our text are 
simply these. There was a poor woman, having her 
humble and obscure dwelling upon the coasts of Tyre 
and Sidon. She had a daughter — probably an only 
one — and one to whom, with her own advancing 
years, and, it may be, in the midst of her very slender 
means, if not actual poverty, she might reasonably 
look for help in her little domestic matters, and com- 
fort as a daughter. She was the child upon whom 
she had bestowed much care and attention — ^in her 
infancy had nursed with special tenderness. Many 
a sleepless hour had she passed whilst tending her 
little helpless one. She forgot herself in her child ; 
and, as that child grew into girlhood, and became the 
subject of the various maladies under which most 
children suffer, her anxieties increased as she watched 

M 2 
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the course of sickness and disease. It was, perhaps, 
at the termination of one of these attacks of children's 
sicknesses the anxious mother saw with a painful 
thoughtfalness and concern a new phase of disease. 
Prostration, torpor, or probably the burning fever, 
has given place to excitement, impatience, a terrible 
irritability. The former placidity of temper and 
meekness of disposition has disappeared, and a fearful 
petulancy has taken possession. The mother had 
hoped the visitation was most transient, and would 
subside as her loved one gained strength and re- 
covered her wonted spirits and animation. But days 
and weeks and months succeed each other, bringing 
no change, except it be increased self-will and a 
thorough recklessness of parental control. Excitement 
and passion alternate. The mother's heart is rent. 
Her days are days of ceaseless care and iminterrupted 
suspense ; her nights, of wearisome watching, as her 
loved one starts or writhes in her broken and unre- 
freshing slumbers. It would seem as though mother 
and child were running a race for the tomb — ^the 
latter from the terrible tax upon an already all-but- 
exhausted frame by perpetual unrest ; the former as 
a very necessary consequence of ceaseless care and 
continuous anxiety. Matters are coming to a crisis. 
The present state of things can by no means last. 
At one moment the poor worn and wearied mother 
sighs for reUef in her own death ; at another moment 
she trembles lest her own well-nigh exhausted frame 
should give .way, and her poor child be left mother- 
less and uncared for. 
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It is at this crisis — ^because the Lord in His wise 
and wondrous ordeiings would have it so — she hears 
of Jesus. How we know not. It suffices that she 
does hear of Him ; and, because the self-same love 
and power and grace ordain it so, together with 
the hearing she has a faith's recognition of Him as 
"the Lord, the Son of David." This knowledge 
was given her of God, precisely as was that of the 
apostle Peter, to whom Christ said, immediately after 
his declaration of Him as being " the Christ, the Son 
' of the living God," "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee, 
but my Father, which is in heaven." 

To set aside, for a moment, the actual suflFerings 
and mental distress of this poor woman, it was a 
wonderful thing that she should behold in Jesus what 
so many, with tenfold her knowledge and advantages, 
should fail to see in Him. Notwithstanding the time 
and the place and the manner of His coming and ap- 
pearance had all been so clearly foreshewn in the very 
Scriptures, in a knowledge and possession of which 
the Jews so prided themselves, they were blind and 
opposed, where this poor Gentile woman saw and 
acknowledged. The fact that Jesus was poor and of 
no repute was no stumbling-block to her, whilst it 
was the very greatest barrier to the Jews believing 
in Him. " He came unto His own, and His own 
received him not. But as many as received Him, 
to them gave He power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on His name : which were 
bom, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
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the will of man, but of Grod." This poor woman 
from the coast of Tyre and Sidon was one of these 
highly-favoured ones ; and, without doubt, her very 
trials and distresses had been ordained of the Lord to 
bring about the blessing. Her anguish, the total 
inability of her fellow-creatures to help, the absolute 
need of a wisdom and a power far, far above her 
own, doubtless led to her Ipoking ofiF from earth, and 
to seize upon more ardently and eagerly the very first 
tidings of Him whose gracious dealings could not be 
hid. Possibly a neighbour, or a distant relative, 
ora former associate, had derived some saving benefit 
from Him who "went about doing good." This 
coming to her knowledge, and that, too, in connexion 
with the felt failure of all other sources of help or 
relief, prompts this poor agonized one immediately 
to seek Him for herself. 

Oh, dear young friends, how great is the blessing 
when our trials and disappointments and vexations 
lead to our following such an example ! That must 
be a blessing indeed which issues in the denial of 
self, the distrust of human wisdom and power, and the 
betaking ourselves to Him who is " a very present 
help in trouble," and who says, " Call upon me in 
the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me." 

" Good wlien He gives, supremely good, 

Nor less wlien He denies ; 
E'en crosses in His sovereign hand 
Are blessings in disguise." 

But we have before us the reception of this poor 
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woman under the oiroumstanoes we have been oou- 
sidering. At first sight, it would seem to have been 
a oold and discouraging reception indeed. It would 
appear that she received at the hand of Jesus treatment 
the very reverse of that for which He was so famed. 
She first meets no reply, and then a repulse, both 
calculated in the highest degree to depress and dis- 
courage. But for the unseen power imperceptibly 
imparted, and the Divine prompting sovereignly com- 
mimicated, she might have at once turned away with 
the conclusion that hers was a hopeless case, and 
that she might as well at first as at last give up. 
But no, because it was the Lord's cause, the Lord 
would not have it so. He was imperceptibly but 
eflfectually leading her and prompting her step by 
step, so that the issue should be to His own glory 
and her present and eternal benefit. 

The disciples, concluding tiia,t the Lord's giving 
no answer to the applicant was a proof that He felt 
no interest in her, or that He had some special 
reason for acting as He did, " besought Him, say- 
ing. Send her away; for she crieth after us." 
Perhaps in pride or petulancy, or with a measure of 
both, they proposed this. Though creatures them- 
selves, exposed to trials and subject to adversity, yet 
their poor human nature, like ours, was so engrossed 
with self as to feel but little for others. It is a 
special blessing — of which the Lord Himself is the 
Author and Bestower — when we can forget our- 
selves in an earnest and becoming solicitude on the 
behalf of others. Had the disciples been less man" 
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like, and more God-]ikey they would — some one or 
more of them at least — ^have stopped and asked this 
poor distracted suppliant what was the nature of her 
Borrow, and for what cause she thus sought the help 
of their Lord and Master ; but no, there was a hasti- 
ness and a heartlessness about their conduct very 
little to their credit. Alas! alas! how often, did 
we test ourselves, might we see the self-same thing 
working in our own hearts. How often do those 
hearts betray us into a similar apathy and indiffer- 
ence to the woes and wants of others, as thus 
exhibited upon the part of the disciples, leaving us 
no stone whatever to cast at them. 

This request, however, of the disciples might bear 
another construction. Possibly they wished Jesus 
to respond at once to the woman's cry, and their 
language may mean, " Oh, pray give her what she 
wants, and send her off, for her thus crying after us 
is very annoying." The answer of Jesus may carry 
with it this conclusion, inasmuch as He said, ^^ I am 
not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel," intimating that she, as a Gentile, was not 
entitled to the blessings which came first to them as 
Jews. 

But, whatever was the strict meaning of the dis- 
ciples, as they addressed themselves to Jesus, certain 
it is that the woman took advantage of the delay, 
and, during the pause that ensued-— Jesus, it may 
be, halting to speak to His disciples — she came, 
and "worshipped Him, saying, Lord, help me." 
Short but plaintive words these — ^the very essence 



SERVICE XIV. 169 

of all true worship — the cry of a poor and needy 
one for help of Him who alone could bestow it. 
" Lord, help me ! " She was right in her Olject ! 
The great, the mighty, the omnipotent One ! She 
was right in her address — ^^ Lord!^^ — giving Him 
His rightful name, and acknowledging His kingly 
authority. She was right in her feeling sense of 
absolute helplessness and conviction of needed sup- 
port — "Lord, Jielp.^^ She was right in the per- 
sonal character of her application — "Lord, help 
me .''* It was a personal want, although her child 
was the suflferer, and it was personal aid she sought. 
Much, very much, might be made out of this short 
but emphatic appeal, ^^ Lardy help meJ^ Volumes 
are contained in these three short words. They 
have furnished in every day and generation since, 
and wiU continue to dolo to ihe end of time, a pat^ 
tern of prayer and an example of entreaty, that have 
redounded and shall redound to the glory of the 
Triime Jehovah and the good of myriads of immortal 
souls. 

But, plaintive as the appeal was, it meets — or, at 
least, appears to do — ^a most painfal rebuff irom. the 
Kps of Jesus ; and, but for the inward strengthening 
and divinely-imparted encouragement which was so 
effectually bestowed, the poor applicant must have 
turned away in despair. " But He answered and 
said, it is not meet to take the children's bread, and 
to oast it unto doga/^ This was the language the 
Jews were wont to employ when speaking of the Gen- 
tiles, or all without the pale of the Jewish Church; 
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and these dogs meant the very lowest and most offen- 
sive of their species— the Uttle, worrying, barking, 
howling curs-the veriest nuisance and annoyance 
to all, except tlieir owners, with whom they came in 
contact. Yet so special was the faith of this woman, 
and so peculiar her strength — ^because the Lord was 
the Author and Maintainer both of the one and the 
other — ^that, instead of being repulsed under such 
rebuff, she was the more earnest, resolute, and im- 
perative in her application. " And she said. Truth, 
Lord ; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from 
their masters' table." As much as to say, " It is 
perfectly true, I am nothing but a poor Gentile dog; 
I know I am nothing but a worthless, undeserving 
creature. I have not the veriest plea of merit or 
worthiness to offer. All I can ask for is upon the 
groimd of mercy, and in the exercise of that grace 
and free favour in which Thou dost delight. Only 
let the merest crumb of that ample provision which 
Thou hast made, and which Thou hast in store for 
the poor and the needy, fall to my portion, and it 
shall suffice. Just one crumb. Lord ; one crumb for 
Thy poor, worthless, starving beggar ! Oh, turn me 
not away ; but let such fall into my hand and my 
heart, and it shall suffice." 

The plea was irresistible — ^the arguments all power- 
ful, because Divine ! 

" Then Jesus answered and said unto her, 
woman, great is thy faith : be it unto thee even as 
thou wilt." As much as to say, "Don't take a 
crumb merely, but as much as thou wilt. Have it 
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all your own way. Take just what you want. I 
can't resist. I can't say nay." 

"And her daughter was made whole from that 
very hour." 

But now, dear young friends, see the blessed 
lessons this case teaches us, and how ftdl of en- 
couragement. Fail not to mark particularly, not 
merely the fact of the woman's turning away from 
all creature resources, and giving up all himian 
props; but observe also her coming directly and 
personally to Jesus ! Mark, too, her perseverance ! 
Ah, she was in need, and that need made her in 
earnest ! She was brought down. Her heart was 
crushed. Trouble and affliction, had all but over- 
whelmed her. She had no human help or hope left. 
She was brought into the very position mentioned in 
Deut. xxxii. 36 : " For the Lord shall judge His 
people, and repent Himself for His servants [that is, 
change His course of action], when He seeth that their 
power is gone, and there is none shut vp, or ieft.'^ The 
like mercy is declared by the prophet Isaiah, at the 
close of his 40th chapter, " He giveth power to the 
faint ; and to them that have no might He increaseth 
strength.''^ It is a true saying, " Man's extremity is 
God's opportunity." The Lord waits for the crisis, 
and that crisis causes His wisdom and His strength 
and His lovingkindness the more richly and blessedly 
to appear. 

Never, however, dear young friends, lose sight of 
the course adopted by the poor woman of Canaan, 
namely, to fall under the accusation. She was free 
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to acknowledge she was but a poor Gentile dog; 
there was no resisting, no denying, no offence taken, 
but a falling under the charge. So the Lord grant 
it may be with us; a fall and entire surrender— 
a free and unreserved acknowledgment of our sin, 
guilt, and utter unworthiness — at the same time 
putting forth the Job-like plea, "Though He slay 
me, yet will I trust in Him." 

God grant it, for Christ's sake. Amen. 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To ie read ronnd, rerse and.verae.] 
LlJKB zi. 

PRAYER. 

Lord, we pray Thee mercifully to bless the service 
in which we have now been occupied. Let the 
savour and the sweetness of it remain with us. 
May our minds, in and by Thy power, Holy 
Spirit, be richly imbued with the truths that have 
just been brought before us. May we feel the force 
of that Scripture, " To be carnally minded is death ; 
but to be spiritually minded is life and peace." Oh, 
grant us a spiritual mind! Set our affections, 
Holy Ghost, " upon things above, and not on things 
on the earth.'' We would feel the force and solem- 
nity of that word, "Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of 
the flesh reap corruption ; but he that soweth to the 
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting." 
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Lord, give us to think deeply of these things, and 
grant the consideration thereof may suitably and be- 
comingly affect our conduct and conversation. "We 
ask it for Christ's sake. Amen. 

7.6. 1 Rise, my sotd, and stretch thy wings, 

Thy better portion trace ; 
Rise from transitory things, 

Towards heav'n, thy native place ; 
Snn and moon and stars decay, 

Time shall soon this earth remove : 
Rise, my soul, and haste away 

To seats prepar'd above. 

2 Rivers to the ocean run, 

Nor loiter in their course ; 
Fire ascending seeks the sun ; — 

Both speed them to their source ; 
So a soul that's bom of God 

Pants to view His glorious face. 
Upwards tends to His abode. 

To rest in His embrace. 

3 Cease, ye pilgrims, cease to mourn, 

Pi'ess onwards to the prize ; 
Soon your Saviour will return. 

Triumphant in the skies : 
Tet a little while, ye know, 

Happy entrance will be given ; 
All your sorrows left below. 

And earth exchanged for heav'n. 

" May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," &o. 
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1 All hail tlie power of Jesus' name ! 

Let angels prostrate fall : 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

2 Crown Him, ye martyrs of onr God, 

Who from His altar call : 
Extol the Stem of Jesse's rod, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

3 Te chosen seed of Israel's race, 

A remnant weak and small ! 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

4 Te Gentile sinners, ne'er forget 

The wormwood and the gall ; 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet. 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

6 Let every kindred, every tribe. 
On this terrestrial ball, 
To Him all majesty ascribe. 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

6 Oh that, with yonder sacred throng, 
We at His feet may fall ; 
We'll join the erlasting song. 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING. 

[To be read round, rerae and verse.] 

Psalms Ixvii. and cxlv. 
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PRATER. 

Lord, we entreat Thee, at this time, to look down 
upon us and to bless us. We desire to bow the knee 
at Thy sacred footstool, under a deep-felt sense of 
our utter sinfulness and unworthiness. At the same 
time, Lord, we would feel all the hopes and en- 
couragements which Thy blessed word aflfords to 
those whom Thou hast taught to feel their need of 
Thee. We come not in our own name, but in the 
name of Jesus — that name which is above every 
name. Oh, for His sake, receive us graciously. 
Almighty God, Thou didst say, when Jesus was 
upon earth, " This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased : hear ye Him." Lord, we desire to 
give heed to Thy voice. We would hearken to His 
words : " Look imto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth : for I am Grod, and there is none 
else." " Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Oh, do 
Thou, blessed and eternal Spirit, incline us yet more 
and more, and at the same time enable us, to flee to 
Jesus. He is that Strong Tower into which the 
righteous runneth, and is safe. He is that Rock 
against which the gates of heU shall never prevail. 
He is the sinner's only hope of escape from all the 
dreadful consequences of sin and condemnation. 

Jesus, Thou Lamb of God, look down upon us, 
and pity us. We flee to Thee. We faU before 
Thee. We would hide ourselves in Thee. Oh, 
pardon our sins, blot out all our iniquities. Wash 
us, we pray Thee, in that precious blood of Thine, 
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which cleanseth from all sin. Lord, hear us, for 
Christ's sake. Amen. 
" Our Father," &o. 

1 Tes, we part, but not for ever. 

Joyful hopes our bosoms swell ; 
They who love the Saviour, never 
Know a long, a last farewell. 

Blissful unions 
Lie beyond this parting vale. 

2 Sweet this hour of benediction. 

When such unions come to mind — 
When each holy heart-conviction 
With the promises combined. 

Tell of meetings 
By the Lord for us designed. 

3 Oh, what meetings are before us ! 

Brighter far than tongue can tell — 
Glorious meetings to restore us 
Him with whom we long to dwell. 

With what raptures 
Will the sight our bosoms swell ! 

4 Now indeed we meet and sever ; 

Chequered is our transient day : 
Life's best flowers perish, ever 
Tending to a long decay. 

Fairest flowers 
Bud and bloom, and die away, 

5- Soon will cease such short-lived pleasures. 
Soon will fade this earth away ; 
Blighter, fairer, nobler treasures 
Wait the full redemption-day. 

Hail the rising 
Of the wished-f or new-bom ray ! 
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THE REST, AND THE PEACE, AND THE JOT OP 
THE REDEEMED AND GLORIPIED. 

** And he said to me. These a/re they which came ovi of great 
tribvloition, and have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb, Therefore are they before 
the throne of €hd, amd serve Kim day a/nd night in His 
tempW^ — ^Rey. vii. 14, 15, 

There are some most cheering facts in connexion 
with this language that they may well arrest our 
thoughts. The first is the number that are 
spoken of, as being thus before the throne of God 
and the Lamb. In the 9th verse they are de- 
scribed as " a great multitude, which no man could 
number." What a blessed fact is this! and how 
calculated to cheer our hearts when we think of the 
glory of which they are made the partakers ! A 
second most encouraging reflection is, that they were 
^' of aU nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues." So that that the glory was not reserved 
for nor confined to colour or clime, but some of all 
people and nations were to be raised to this imspeak-> 
able felicity. A third most consolatory thought is, that 
each and all of these glorified ones were once sinners 
like unto ourselves. This is clear from the declara- 
tion that they had '' washed their robes, and made 
ihem white in the blood of the Lamb." Had they 
not been sinners, there had been no need of 
this. Nor was it because they had been in " great 
tribulation " they were now glorified. Oh, no; it wa$ 
no endurance, no suffering, no patience in privation, 
no merit as to meekness in auction, or loss, or cross, 
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that secured them their heaven. No ; it was wholly 
and solely through the application of the atoning 
blood of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world. It was the merit of Jesus^ not their merit, 
that raised them to a dignity and an honour above 
angels. It was absolutely and entirely through 
the realizing by faith in this world, and by sight in 
that world, of the efficacy of the blood and the 
justification by the righteousness of Him who became 
"sin for uls who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him," and who is 
made by God "unto [His people] wisdom, and 
righteousness, aud sanctification, and redemption;'^ 
yea, their " aU and in aU." 

Dear young friends, I pray God that you may be 
perfectly clear and intelligent on this subject, for it 
is one of the utmost importance in a day in which 
the most fatal mistakes and misrepresentations abound 
in regard to it. If we live and die under a mis- 
apprehension upon this momentous matter, theit 
misapprehension were to our endlesss ruin ! Oh, 
then, may God, in His great mercy, make each and 
dl .f „. i Wly a„=oS .0 b, Jpturlljr right „„ 
a subject of such inconceivable importance. 

You will remark that, whilst the angels ^^feU 
before the throne on their faceSy and worshipped God,*' 
these favoured ones — this ^^ great multitude, which no 
man could number, of aU nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and 
before the Lamb." This bespeaks a higher dignity 
and a more exalted condition. Henoe we see how 
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great the pmcer and how vast the hve exercised on 
their behalf, in order thus to raise them to so high 
and holy an estate as it is impossible for us, imder 
present circumstances, to imagine, for it is written, 
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him," Again, 
their having palms in their hands denotes their 
victory over all their enemies — sin, Satan, the world, 
death, hell, and the grave. Oh, how glorious their 
condition ! Well, indeed, may they " cry with a 
loud voice, saying. Salvation to our Gk)d, which 
sitteth upon the throne, and imto the Lamb," or, as 
we read in the first chapter of this book, " \mto Him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His 
own blood, and hath made us kings and priests imto 
God and ffis Father, to Him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen." 

Often, when on earth, in the midst of their 
sufferings and their sorrows, they testified of Jesus ; 
they spake of Him as all their salvation and all their 
desire ; they sang of Him as their great and gracious 
Deliverer — as the God of Salvation. If, then, in the 
very heat of the battle — surrounded by enemies, and 
waging a ceaseless warfare with the world, the flesh, 
and the devil — ^they, at least, occasionally triumphed 
in Christ, and " rejoiced in hope of the glory of God," 
oh, how much more now, when faith has given place 
to sight ? Now they see no more as through a glass, 
darkly, but face to face they behold the imveiled 

N 2 
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glories of their living, loving, and triumphant Lord 
and Saviour. 

Oh, my dear young Mends, if any of you have 
ever felt love to Jesus, upon the ground of a good 
hope, through grace, that He hath pardoned your 
sins and blotted out your transgressions by His own 
precious blood-shedding, v^hat must it be to see 
Him as He is, when " dehvered from the burden of 
the flesh and in everlasting joy and fehcity ? " All 
conflicts over — all sin done away — no more a 
tempting adversary-no longer an ensnaring world 
— ^no treacherous heart now ! All these things for 
ever and ever done away ; past and done with for 
ever ! Well, indeed, in the contemplation, may the 
poet say : — 

" Oh, could we die witli those that die, 
And place us in their stead, 
How would our spirits long to fly 
And converse with the dead, 

'' How should we scorn these clothes of flesh. 
These fetters, and this load. 
And long for evening to undress 
That we may rest with Grod. 

*' We should almost forsake our day 
Before the summons come, 
And long and wish ourselves away 
To their eternal home !" 

Not only, however, do we read of their victory, 
as denoted by their having palms in their hands, 
and of their purity, in that they are arrayed " in 
white robes, *' but we read also of their ser- 
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vice. They are "before the throne of God, and 
serve Him day and night in His temple." Alas I 
when on earth, whatever love they may have 
had to Jesus, on account of admiration of His 
Divine Person, and because He had so loved and 
so saved them, "it was but too true of therriy as it 
was of the disciples, of whom Jesus spoke when He 
said, " What, could ye not watch with me one hour 
The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
Ah, yes : — 

" Weaker than a bruised reed. 
Strength we every moment need." 

If, in the Garden of Gethsemane, immediately 
after holding such sweet and intimate communion 
and fellowship with Jesus, and in spite of His kind 
and cautionary words. His own highly-favoured 
disciples coidd not watch with Him even one short 
hour, and that, too, in immediate connexion with the 
closing up of His great and eventful mission on earth, 
how much less may we depend on ourselves for 
strength and stabiKty, prone as we are to be led 
astray by the veriest trifle, or to turn aside to the right 
hand or the left, under the treacherous influences of 
our poor fallen flesh ? Oh, how soon we weary in 
our so-called best services. How long is the season 
of devotion ! how tedious the half-hour's sermon ! how 
wearying the morning or evening home service I 
This shows how distasteful and uninteresting is 
worship to our poor corrupt hearts, which, as a matter 
of necessity, do and ever will oppose our souls* 
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present and eternal interests. We " deave unto the 

dust." 

" Hosannahg langnish on onr tongues. 

And our devotion dies." 

Ours is a cold, heartless service indeed I The marvel 
is that God bears with us and with it as He does. 

But in heaven, dear young friends, those who 
mourned so deeply on earth over the formality, 
the wickedness, the sin of even their best ser- 
vices, will mourn no more! They have left all 
formality, aU frailty, all sin behind them. Never 
again, even for a moment, shall they sigh over seK 
or weep over sin. They have as much done with 
sorrow as with sin. They " serve Him *' sincerely, 
heartily, acceptably, uninterruptedly, and for ever ; 
and that not, as formerly, in the "earthly house 
of this tabernacle," but in "the building of God," 
in the " house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." 

In the blessed book from which our text is taiken 
we read, not only of a temple, but of Mount Sion, 
and of that great city, the Holy Jerusalem. Now, 
I attempt not a description ; for our most enlarged 
ideas must fall infinitely short of one himdred 
thousandth part of the reality that is attached to these 
glorious and eternal verities. Bead for yourselves, 
dear young friends, what is said of this Mount Sion 
in the 14th chapter of this book ; and again observe 
what is recorded in the 21st chapter of " the Holy 
City, New Jerusalem," or "that Great City, the 
Holy Jerusalem." Mark the brilliancy of its 
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foiuidationB and the glory of its gates I A " city of 
pure gold, like unto glass ;" and observe, " The city 
' had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
shine in it; for the glory of God did lighten it, 
and the Lamb is the light thereof.'* " There shall 
be no night there ;" " there shall be no more curse," 
and " no more sea !" What a marvellous city must 
that be I Who can conceive of its glories ? Who, even 
in the very faintest degree, imagine its bliss and 
blessedness P With respect to its happy inhabitants, 
it is declared, " God shall wipe away aU tears from 
their eyes ; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neithiBr shall there be any more 
pain : for the former things are passed away." 

Then, as a further description of the happiness and 
enjoyment of that ransomed throng, we read, in con- 
nexion with the words of our text, that " He that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them." So 
that they shall realize the continuous and unin- 
terrupted and everlasting presence of Jehovah, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The ever-blessed 
Trinity shall " dwell among them," indicating His 
ever-constant residence with them ; to be seen, heard, 
communed with, continually and without inter- 
ruption. Oh, in contrast to the former absolute 
ignorance of Him— then the enmity against Him, 
" for the carnal mind is enmity against God, it is not 
subject to the law of God ; neither, indeed, can be " 
-then the reconomation-and then the only very 
occasional glimpses by faith of Him, and that, too, 
in the midst of ten thousand gloomy doubts and 
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fears as to at last being brought off more than con- 
queror over death, hell, and sin— oh, mark, we say, 
the contrast now in the eternal blessedness of His 
uninterrupted presence and fully-revealed glory ! 

Again observe, as a further development of their 
state, " They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more ; neither shall the sun light on them, nor 
any heat." In these expressions are embraced facts 
which, in earth's pilgrimage, constitute some of the 
severest trials as connected with its travail. Hunger ! 
thirst ! the scorching sun, or the oppressive and the 
occasionally destructive heat ! These, literally and 
spiritually also, are felt by Zion's pilgrims when the 
subjects of a felt hunger after Christ, the Bread of 
Life, and of parching thirst after Christ, the Water 
of Life, or fainting under the oppressive and exhaust- 
ing heat of temptation, or any of those fiery trials 
which are sent to try them. 

And this total absence of want, and this profusion 
of all good, arising from the great, the glorious fact, 
that " the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters : and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes.'' 

Oh, my dear young friends, in the closing up of 
this, the last of our series of services, what can I 
more desire for you, or what for myself, than the 
high, the holy, the distinguishing mercy, that we 
may be permitted, through grace and love divine, to 
reach that blessed abode; there to sit dovni with 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, and through a bliss- 
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fill eternity to eing, with the whole company of the 
redeemed and glorified, "Unto Him that loved ns, 
and washed ns from our sins in ffis own blood, and 
hath made ns kings and priests imto God and His 
Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever ? Amen." 

SECOND SORIPTUIIE BEADING. 

[To be read roxmd, rene and verse.] 

Bev. xxi. 

PRATER. 

Lord, we thank Thee for this meeting, and for all 
we have been privileged to hear and read. And 
now, Lord, we ask Thee to bless us. Oh, grant, 
we pray Thee, that we — each and all of us — may be 
among that happy number which Thou hast chosen, 
out of every tongue and people and nation, who 
shall at last be brought up out of great tribidation, 
and, having washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb, shall stand around 
Thy throne in glory. Oh, grant that we may in- 
deed be among those happy and glorified wor- 
shippers. Oh, lot not one of us be found wanting in 
that great day, O Lord ; but, of Thy great mercy, 
grant we may be found among that number which 
no man can number, and that we may cast our 
crowns at Immanuol's feet, and shout, "Victory, 
victory ! through the blood of the Lamb ! " We 
ask it for Christ^s sake. Amen, 

" Our Father," &o. 
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1 Oil, for the robes of whiteness ! 

Oh, for the teairless eyes ! 
Oh, for the glorious brightness 
Of the unclouded skies ! 

2 Oh, for the no more weeping 

Within the land of love, 
The endless joy of keeping 
The bridal feast above ! 

3 Oh, for the bliss of rising, 

My risen Lord to meet ! 
Oh, for the rest of lying 
For ever at His feet ! 

4 Oh, for the hour of seeing 

My Saviour face to face ! 
The hope of ever being 
In that sweet meeting-place. 

5 Jesus, Thou King of glory, 

I soon shall dwell with Thee ; 
I soon shall sing the story 
Of Thy great love to me. 

6 Meanwhile my thoughts shall enter 

E'en now before Thy throne : 
That all my love may centre 
On Thee, and Thee alone. 
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ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AND HYMNS. 



FOR SUNDAY MORNING, 

Lord, we desire to thank Thee this morning for 
Thy kind protecting care, as vouchsafed to ns through 
another night, " We have laid us down and slept in 
safety. "We have arisen, for the Lord hath sustained 
us." Lord, we would praise Thee with all our 
hearts. "We would, indeed, worship and adore Thee, 
for Thou ait worthy of aU praise. 

And now. Lord, since Thou hast permitted us to see 
the light of another day — and that a Sabbath-day — 
we do entreat Thee to bless us on this Thine own 
appointed day. Lord, bless us, and we shall be 
blessed. " It is Thy blessing, Lord, that maketh 
rich, and Thou addest no sorrow with it." 

Lord, we bless Thee for the Sabbath ; we 
praise Thee for the Sabbath ; we magnify and adore 
Thee for the Sabbath. Lord, what would this 
poor sinful world be without a day of rest ? How 
wise and how good and how gracious wert Thou, 
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Lord, in the appointing a day of rest ! " Oh that 
men would praise the Lord for His goodness and for 
His wonderful works to the children of men ! " 

And now, Lord, since Thou hast set apart one day 
for rest from the turmoil of this poor, anxious, sinful 
world, we ask grace from Thee that we may enter 
into the rest of Thine own holy day. May we indeed 
be "in the Spirit on the Lord's day." May our 
thoughts, affections, and desires, by tiie power of the 
Holy Ghost, be Christward and heavenward. May 
" our meditations be sweet," yea, may we be " glsidin 
the Lord." 

Lord, go up with us to Thine biouse. Meet 
with and bless us there. Thou hast promised that 
"wherever two or three are gathered together in 
Thy name, there art Thou in the midst of them." 
Lord, be mindfiil of Thy promise, and " do as Thou 
hast said." Be with us in reading Thy word, sing- 
ing Thy praise, calling upon Thy name, ^nd in hear- 
ing Thy truth. May it, indeed, be " the truth as it is 
in Jesus." Teach Thy servants, and through and 
by them, Holy Grho^, teach uls. Let Thy word 
come " in the demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power," Let it prove to be, in the Holy Ghost, a 
convincing, converting, comforting word, as shall 
seem good in Thy sight. May Christ be glorified. 
May He be exalted, and be very high. Cause Him, 
Lord, through the preaching of the everlasting 
Gospel, to become " all our salvation and all our de- 
sire ; " yea, " the chiefest among ten thousand," " the 
altogether lovely." 
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Lord, save us from distracting, worldly, carnal 
thoughts this day. May we, in the power of the 
Spirit, " worship Thee, who art a Spirit, in spirit and 
in truth." 

Oh, bless Thy mimstering servants in a special 
manner. Pour into their earthen vessels, that " out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth may speak," 
Thou hast " put the treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of God, and not 
of us." 

Lord, we thank Thee for this mercy, because 
Thy ministers being of " likfe passions with ourselves," 
they can the better understand and sympathize with 
what we think and feel. 

Lord, we ask Thee to be with the sick and the 
afflicted this day. Many whom Thou lovest are sick. 
Lord, grant that they may not construe their 
affliction into a want of love on Thy part, but help 
them to remember that "those whom Thou lovest 
Thou dost rebuke and chasten." Lord, make all their 
bed in their sickness. Jesus, be Thou to Thine 
afflicted ones both Physician and Companion. Stay 
their minds upon Thee, and give them to feel that 
" it is good for them to be afflicted." 

Lord, we ask all for Christ's sake. 

« Our Father," &c. 



FOR SUNDAY EYENIKG. 

Lord, we are brought, in Thy good providence, 
to the dose of another Sabbath. Oh, bless, we pray 
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Thee, that in which we have been engaged this day. 
Water the seed sown. Let it not be as water spilt 
npon the ground, that cannot be gathered np again, 
but may it be " as bread cast upon the waters, to be 
found again after many days.'' 

Lord, suffer not the great enemy of souls to 
come and steal awaj the word that has been sown 
this day. We know our danger. We feel how prone 
we are to forget Thy word. However good our reso- 
lutions to retain Thy word in our remembrance, yet, 
alas ! how often have we found the thoughts about 
this poor world to come, ere we were aware, and take 
possession of uis, to the exclusion of those better and 
brighter reflections of which we had for a short sea- 
son, in Thy house and on Thy day, been the sub- 
jects. Lord, pity us, we pray Thee, and do Thou 
give us stability. Make us to be stedfast in Thy 
works and ways. Cause us to be ^^ stablished, 
strengthened, settled " in the things which make for 
our everlasting peace. 

To this end. Lord, we pray Thee, hide Thy word 
in our heartB, that we may not sin against Thee. 
Oh, be Thou uppermost in all our thoughts, affec- 
tions, and desires. Eule and reign as King supreme 
in our hearts. Subdue — yea, banish— every intruder. 
Let there be no rival with Thee. Be Thou first and 
last with us. May it never be said of us, " God is 
not in all their thoughts." On the contrary. Lord, 
grant that each may be enabled to say, as did the 
Psalmist, " As the hart panteth after the water- 
brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, God. My 
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soul thirsteth for God, for the Kving God : when 

shall I oome and appear before God ? ^^ 

And now, Lord, help us to close this day with 

Thee, in sweet and blessed anticipation of that happy 

world 

** Where congregfations ne'er break up, 
And Sabbaths never end." 

Preserve us through this night, Lord. Grant 
us refreshing sleep. Let no ill dreams disturb us, 
nor auffht arise to break our rest ; and may we awake 
in the morning refreshed and steengthened for tiie 
various duties and engagements of the day. 

Lord, we ask it, for Christ's sake. Amen. 



rOR MONDAY MORNING. 

Lord, of Thy great mercy it is that we are 
permitted to see the commencement of another work- 
ing week. The Sabbath is past, and we shall be 
called presently to enter afresh upon the duties of 
life. Oh, fit us, we pray Thee, for the discharge of 
those duties. Give us all the wisdom and the grace 
and the strength we shall need. Thou hast said, 
Lord, for our encouragement, " If any man lack wis- 
dom, let him ask of God, who giveth imto all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not." 

Dearest Jesu5, Thou didst, in the days of Thy flesh, 
when addressing Thy Father, say, " I pray not that 
Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that 
Thou shouldest keep them from the eviL" Lord, 
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be it so. Qrant that whilst in the world, we may not 
be of the world. Help us, we pray Thee, to " come 
forth from the world, and to be separate, and to touch 
not the imdean thing." 

May we, Lord, be made by Thyself a distinct 
and separated people in thought, word, and action. 
Give us grace that we may dare to be singular. 
May we cheerfiilly bear reproach for Christ. May 
we remember His words, " The servant is not greater 
than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will 
also persecute you." May we remember that we 
"cannot serve Christ and BeliaL" May we dread 
the " Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well 
of you!" 

Whilst we would pray Thee for grace, that we 
may not give needless offence, may we, at the same 
time, not shrink from the cross, but be enabled, in 
Thy strength, cheerfiilly to " deny self, take up our 
cross daQy, and follow Thee." 

Lord grant it, we pray Thee, for Christ's sake. 
Amen. 

" Our Father," &c. 



FOR SATURDAY EVENING. 

Lord, in Thy great mercy, Thou hast been 
pleased to bring us to the close of another weeL 
How rapidly are the sands running through the 
glass of our little time-state ! How soon will our 
last Saturday night arrive, and how soon " the place 
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that now knows us know ns no more" for ever! 
Lord, prepare us, we pray Thee, for our latter end. 
Let us not be taken by surprise when it shall be said, 
" Behold, the Bridegroom oometh ; go ye out to meet 
Him." But, being prepared, through our con- 
scienoes being purged firom all sin in His most 
precious blood, may we be ready, at any moment, to 
go in to the marriage-supper of the Lamb. 

Lord, we cast ourselves at Thy blessed feet. 
We are poor sinners. We are altogether unworthy 
of Thy notice. We dare not come in our own name, 
or with any thought of personal merit. We have 
not so much as a good thought, much less action, to 
plead before Thee. 

We ask for mercy in and by the life, death, resur- 
rection, and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
pray that His blood may atone for our sins, and His 
righteousness cover our naked souls. Ma}' we be 
found in Him in life, in death, and to all eternity ! 

Lord, prepare us, we pray Thee, for the coming 
Sabbath. Holy Ghost, richly bedew our souls 
with Thy grace, and love, and power. Enable us to 
consecrate ourselves — ^body, soul, and spirit — ^unto 
Thee. Let the earthly Sabbaths be but a preparation 
for the heavenly and eternal one, where we hope, 
through Thy rich grace and mercy, to dwell with 
Thee, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and with the 
whole Church of the First-bom, for ever and ever. 

We ask all, with the pardon of all our manifold 

sins and iniquities, in the name and for the sake of 

Jesus. Amen. " Our Father," &c. 

o 
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FOR SICK RELATIVES OR FRIENDS. 
Lord, who hath been pleased, in Thy most holy 
word, to say, "Be careful for nothing ; but in every- 
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be make known unto God," we come 
before Thee at this time to entreat Thee on behaK of 
those who are sick. Lord, Thou art the great and 
the good Physician. When on earth, Thou didst not 
merely heal the sick and recover the dying with Thy 
word, but Thou didst, by the self-same almighty power, 
call the dead back again unto life. Lord, Thou art 
the same in Thy love, in Thy grace, in Thine omni- 
potence, now as then. It is but for Thee to speak, 
as in the days of Thy flesh, and Thy servants shaU 
be healed. Lord, " where the word of a King is, 
there is power." Oh, then, may it please Thee to 
check the malady under which those whom we love 
are suffering ! Lord, bless the means used for their 
restoration. Eaise them up, we pray Thee, if' it be 
Thy blessed will, and let them come forth from the 
ftimace of affliction seven times purified. 

Lord, we would, in the language of King 
Ilezekiah, say, " The grave cannot praise Thee, 
death cannot celebrate Thee : they that go down 
into the pit cannot hope for Thy truth. The living, 
the living, he shall praise Thee, as I do this day : 
the father to the children shall make known Thy 
truth." 

Oh, vouchsafe to our afflicted ones the mercy that 
Thou didst bestow upon Hezekiah, if it seemeth good 
in Thy sight. 
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But, Lord, if Thou hast otherwise appointed, 
and if this affliction is really unto death, then we 
pray Thee, prepare our sick friends for the great 
change that awaits them. Give them to rejoice in a 
knowledge of Thee, as the resurrection and the life. 
May they be enabled on Scripture grounds to exclaim, 
as did the Psalmist, " Yea, though I walk through 
the vaUey of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me ; Thy rod and Thy staff they 
comfort me." With the apostle Paul, may they be 
enabled to say, " I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith : henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
shall give me at that day : and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love His appearing." And 
may an abundant entrance be ministered unto them 
into Thine everlasting kingdom and glory ! 

Lord, grant it, we pray Thee, for Christ's sake. 
Amen. 

" Our Father," &c. 



FOR PARENTS. 

Almighty God, we desire to offer Thee the sin- 
cere praises and thanksgivings of our hearts for Thy 
great goodness and mercy in causing us to be bom 
of kind and loving parents. Thousands of our poor 
fellow-creatures have not this blessing. Not merely 
in foreign lands are there thousands of little children 
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left in neglect and indifference, but even in our own 
favoured country multitudes run about our streets 
cold, and naked, and hungry. Given up to dissipa- 
tion, their parents leave them to beg and to steal. 
Such children have had neither the counsel nor the 
example with which we have been favoured. They 
hear nothing of either God or His word ; whilst that 
has been a name with which we have been famiHax 
from our very infancy, and we have been taught, 
Lord, to reverence Thy blessed word as the very Book 
of books. Lord, we have to thank our parents for 
this ; for, through Thy mercy, they were taught first 
to know Thee and to value Thy word ; and then, in 
turn, they sought to teach us its value and impor- 
tance. 

O Lord, grant us to regard that teaching. Grant 
that we may be now and for ever benefitted thereby. 
Grant that the instruction given to us from time to 
time may never pass away. Fix it on our minds. 
Seal it home upon our hearts. 

Lord, bless our parents. Oh, that it may please 
Thee long to spare their valuable lives. Give them 
health and strength. Lord, make us obedient and 
trustworthy. Cause us to do cheerfully and promptly 
that which our parents would have us do. Suffer us 
not to parley about, nor show the least unwillingness 
in, any little commission with which our parents may 
entrust us ; but do give us. Lord, we pray Thee, a 
prompt and cheerful obedience. Lord, do keep 
us, we pray Thee, from in any way grieving or giving 
pain to our dear parents. Oh, enable us, blessed 
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Spirit, to overcome our own wills and tempers. Let 
lis do nothing that, at the close of the day or in the 
night-season, shall come up before our minds with 
regret, upon the ground that we have caused pain 
and discomfort to those whom we ought so much to 
love. 

Lord, we ask Thee to be kind and merciful to 
those who have been deprived of one or both their 
parents. Lord, pity the poor orphans. Give them 
to read and feel Thy word. May the widow and 
the fatherless prove its truth and power : " Leave thy 
fatherless children, I will preserve them alive ; and 
let thy widows trust in me." 

Lord, hear our prayers for Christ's sake. Amen. 

" Our Father," &c. 



FOR TEACHERS. 

Lord, we thank Thee for kind and painstaking 
teachers. Do Thou be pleased to bless them, 
Lord. Give us to feel what a privilege it is to be 
cared for and taught. May we value the instruc- 
tion they from time to time give us! Give us 
patience to learn and perseverance in seeking to 
attain that knowledge which, under Thee, shall fit us 
for the duties and engagements that may fall to our 
portion, should it please Thee to spare our lives. 

Lord, we pray Thee, to save us from self-will and 
fretfulness. Grant us a watchfulness over our own 
ways. Make us to distrust our own hearts. Help 
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US to remember how often they have led us astray. 
To this end, O Lord, may we be enabled to give 
heed to the counsel and advice of our kind teachers ! 
Even though what they say or may wish done runs 
counter to our own will or desire, may we feel that 
they are older and wiser than we, and that, there- 
fore, they know best ! Help us, O X/ord, to think 
of how the angels serve Thee, even without asking 
any questions. 

O Lord, give to our dear teachers, we pray Thee, 
all the grace, and the wisdom, and the strength they 
need ; and, at last, when they have done and suffered 
Thy will on earth, take them to Thine own heavenly 
kingdom, for Christ's sake. Amen. 

" Our Father," &c. 



FOR A iraW HEART. 

Lord, thou knowest that we were bom in sin 
and with an evil heart ; as Thy word declares, that 
"the heart is deceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked; who can know it?" But Thou 
hast promised in Thy Word, Lord, that Thou wilt 
take away the heart of stone, or hard heart, and wilt 
give the heart of flesh, or the feeling heart. O 
Lord, give us the feeling heart. Yea, " create in us 
a clean heart, and renew within us a right spirit." 

Lord, Thou knowest we cannot change our own 
hearts. No more than " the Ethiopian could change 
his skiQ, or the leopard his spots," could we alter our 
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condition. Lord, we have often tried to change our- 
selves — to improve our state; but we have always 
failed. We have again and again done worse than 
better after our fairest and best resolutions. Our 
deceitM treacherous hearts have betrayed us into 
evil, times without number. Oh, then, do Thou now 
ever cause us to distrust ourselves — to fear the being 
led astray by our own evil hearts ; and give us, we 
pray Thee, the Holy Ghost as our Leader, Teacher, 
and Guide ; that so, by His guidance and blessing, 
we may be preserved amid all the dangers and 
ensnarements which beset our pathway through this 
sinful and polluted world. 

Lord, we ask it for Christ's sake. Amen. 

" Our Father," &o. 
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ADDITIONAL HYMNS. 



HOPE AGAINST HOPE. 

5'a. 1 Be€K>ne, unbelief. 

My Sayiour is near. 
And for my relief 

WiU surely appear : 
By prayer let me wrestle 

And He will perform ; 
With Christ in the vessel, 

I smile at the storm. 

2 Tho' dark be my way. 

Since He is my Guide, 
'Tis mine to obey, 

'Tis His to provide ; 
Tho' cisterns be broken, 

And creatures all fail. 
The word He hath spoken 

Shall surely prevail. 

3 His love in time past 

Forbids me to think 
He'll leave me at last 

In trouble to sink : 
Each sweet Ebenezer 

I have in review. 
Confirms his good pleasure 

To help me quite through. 



APPENDIX. 201 



4i Since all that I meet 

Shall work for my good, 
The bitter is sweet, 

The med'cine is food ; 
Though painful at present, 

'Twill cease before long. 
And then, oh, how pleasant, 

The conqueror's song. 



TEMPTATION. 

7'b. 1 In the hour of my distress 

"When temptations me oppress, 
And when I my sins confess. 
Sweet Spirit, comfort me ! 

2 When I lie upon my bed. 
Sick in heart and sick in head. 
And with doubts disquieted. 

Sweet Spirit, comfort me ! 

3 When the tempter me persu'th 
With the sins of all my youth. 

And condemns me with untruth. 
Sweet Spirit, comfort me ! 

4 When the judgment is reveal*d 
And that open'd which is seal'd. 
When to Thee I have appealed. 

Sweet Spirit, comfort me ! 



DIVINE PROYIDENOE. 

CM. 1 God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform ; 
He plants his footsteps in the sea. 
And rides upon the storm. 

2 Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill. 
He treasures up His bright designs. 
And works His sovereign wilL 
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3 Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take, 

The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 

4 Judge not the Lord by feeble sense. 

But trust Him for His grace ; 
Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. 

5 His purposes will ripen fast, 

Unfolding every hour ; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flower. 

6 Blind unbelief is sure to err, 

And scan His work in vain ; 
God is His own Interpreter, 
And He will make it plain. 



OUR TIMES IN GOD'S HANDS. 

8.M. 1 My times are in Thy hand ; 

My God, I wish them there ; 
My life, my soul, my aU, I leave. 
Entirely to Thy care. 

2 My times are in Thy hand, 
Whatever they may be ; 

Pleasing or painful, dark or bright 
As best may seem to Thee. 

I 3 My times are in Thy hand, 

"Why should I doubt or fear ! 
A FatJier's hand will never cause 
His child a needless tear. 

4 My times are in Thy hand, 

Jesus, the Crucified ! 
The hand my many sins have pierced. 

Is now my guard and guide. 
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5 My times are in Thy hand, 
I'll always trust in Thee ; 

Till I possess the promised land, 
And all Thy glory see. 



DIVINE GUIDANCE 

8.7. 1 Guide us, O Thou great Jehovah ! 

Pilgrims through this barren land, 
We are weak, but Thou, art mighty : 
Hold us with Thy powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven : 
Feed us till we want no more. 

Open Thou the crystal fountain 
Whence the living waters flow ; 
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar 
Lead us all the desert through. 

Strong Deliverer, 
Be Thou still our hope and shield. 

3 When we tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid our anxious fears subside ; 
Lead us through the parted river, 
Bring us safe to Canaan's side : 

Songs of praises 
We will ever sing to Thee. 



SABBATH EVENING. 

7's 1 Ere another Sabbath close. 

Ere again we seek repose. 
Lord, our voice ascends to Thee ; 
At Thy feet we bow the knee ! 

2 For the mercies of the day, 
For this rest upon our way, 
Thanks to Thee alone be giv'n, 
Glorious Lord of earth and heav'n ! 
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3 Cold our services have been, 
Mingled ev'ry pray'r with sin, 
But Thon canst and wilt forgive. 
By Thy grace alone we live ! 

4 By the merits of Thy Son, 
By the victory He won ; 
Pard'ning grace and peace bestow. 
Whilst we journey here below. 

5 Let these earthly Sabbaths prove 
Foretastes of our joys above, 
While our pilgrim steps we bend. 
To the rest which knows no end ! 



PRAYER. 

CM. 1 Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressed ; 
The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast. 

2 Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 

The falling of a tear, 
The upward glancing of an eye. 
When none but God is near. 

3 Prayer is the simplest form of speech 

That infant lips can try ; 
Prayer the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high. 

4 Prayer is the Christian's vital breath. 

The Christian's native air ; 
His watchword at the gates of death, — 
He enters heaven with prayer. 

5 Prayer is the contrite sinner's voice. 

Returning from his ways ; 
While angels in their songs rejoice. 
And say, " Behold he prays ! " 
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6 The saints, in prayer, appear as one, 

In word, and deed, and mind, 
While, with the Father and the Son, 
Sweet fellowship they find. 

7 Nor prayer is made on earth alone ; 

The Holy Spirit pleads. 
And Jesus, on th' eternal throne 
For mourners intercedes. 

8 O Thou by whom we come to Grod, 

The Life, the Truth, the Way, 
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod. 
Lord, teaeh us how to pray. 



THE POOR HEATHEN. 

7.6. 1 From Greenland's icy mountains. 

From India's coral strand, 
Where Afric's sunny fountains 

Roll down their golden sand. 
From many an ancient river, 

From many a palmy plain. 
They call us to deliver 

Their land from error's chain. 

2 What though the spicy breezes 

Blow soft o'er Ceylon's isle. 
Though every prospect pleases. 

And only man is vile ; 
In vain with lavish kindness 

The gifts of God are strewn ; 
The heathen in his blindness 

Bows down to wood and stone. 

Can we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high. 

Can we to men benighted 
The lamp of life deny P 
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Salvation ! O Salyation ! 

The joyful sound proclaim, 
Till each remotest nation 

Has learnt Messiah's name. 

4 Waft, waft, ye winds, His story. 

And you, ye waters roll ! 
Till, like a sea of glory. 

It spreads from pole to pole ; 
Till o*er our ransomed nature. 

The Lamb for sinners slain. 
Redeemer, King, Creator, 

In bliss returns to reign. 



ON PILGRIMAGE. 

P.M. 1 I'm but a stranger here : 

Heaven is my home. 
Earth is a desert drear': 

Heaven is my home. 
Danger and sorrow stand 
Round me on every hand, 
Heaven is my fatherland — 

Heaven is my home. 

2 What, though the tempest rage 

Heaven is my home. 
Short is my pilgrimage : 

Heaven is my home. 
And time's wintry blaat 
Soon will be overpast, 
I shall reach home at last : 

Heaven is my home. 

3 There, at my Saviour's side. 

Heaven is my home. 
I shall be glorified : 

Heaven is my home. 
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There, with the good and blest. 
Those I loved most and best, 
I shall for ever rest : 

Heaven is my home. 

4 Therefore 1*11 murmur not : 

Heaven is my home. 
Whate'er my earthly lot, 

Heaven is my home. 
For I shall surely stand 
There at my Lord's right hand. 
Heaven is my fatherland — 

Heaven is my home. 



A MORNING HYMN. 

L.M. 1 Awake, my soul, and with the sun 
Thy daily stage of duty run ! 
Shake off dull sloth, and early rise 
To pay thy morning sacrifice. 

2 Let all thy converse be sincere. 

Thy conscience as the noon-day clear ; 
Think how all-seeing God thy ways 
And all thy secret thoughts surveys. 

3 Lord, I my vows to Thee renew, 
Scatter my sins as moi*ning dew : 

Guard my first springs of thought and will, 
And with Thyself my spirit fill. 

4 Dii'ect, control, suggest this day 
All I design, or do, or say : 

That aU my powers with all their might 
In Thy sole glory may unite. 



BREATHINGS AFTER CHRIST. 

L.M. 1 Sun of my soul. Thou Saviour dear. 
It is not night if Thou be near ; 
Ob, may no earth-bom cloud arise 
To hide Thee from Thy servant's eyes. 
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2 When the soft dews of kindly sleep 
My wearied eyelids gently steep, 

Be my last thought how sweet to rest 
For ever on my Saviour's breast. 

3 Abide with me from mom till eve, 
For without Thee I cannot live ; 
Abide with me when night is nigh, 
For without Thee I dare not die. 

4 If some poor wandering child of Thine 
Have spurned to-day the voice divine. 
Now, Lord, the gracious work begin ; 
Let him no more lie down in sin. 

5 Watch by the sick ; enrich the poor 
With blessings from Thy boundless store ; 
Be every mourner's sleep to-night 

Like infant's slumbers, pure and light. 

6 Come near and bless us when we wake, 
Ere through the world our way we take ; 
Till in the ocean of Thy love 

We lose ourselves in heaven above. 



ADORATIOlSr. 

lO's. 1 Oh, worship the King all glorious above. 

Oh, gratefully sing His power and His love ; 
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of days, 
Pavilion'd in splendour, and girded with praise. 

2 Oh, tell of His might, oh, sing of His grace. 
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space ; 
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form. 
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm. 

3 This earth, with its store of wonders untold. 
Almighty ! Thy power hath founded of old. 
Hath 'stablished it fast by a changeless decree. 
And round it hath cast, like a girdle, the sea. 
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4 Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite P 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light ; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain. 
And sweetly distils in the dew and the rain. 

5 Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail ; 
Thy mercies how tender, how sure to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 



THE COMING OF CHRIST. 

P.M. 1 Lo ! He comes with clouds descending, 

Once for favoured sinners slain ; 
Thousand, thousand saints attending, 

SweU the triumph of His train ; 
Halleligah ! God appearer on earth to reign. 

2 Every eye shall now behold Him, 

Robed in dreadful majesty ; 
They who set at nought and sold Him, 

Pierced and nailed Him to the tree. 
Deeply wailing, shall the True Messiah see. 

3 Now redemption, long expected ! 

See, in solemn pomp appear. 
All His saints, by man rejected. 

Rise to meet Him in the air ; 
Hallelujah ! see the Son of God appear. 

4 Yea, Amen ! let all adore Thee, 

High on Thine eternal throne ; 
Saviour, take Thy power and glory. 

Claim the kingdom as Thy own ; 
Oh, come quickly ! Hallelujah ! come. Lord, come. 



A PLEA TO THE HOLY GHOST. 

L.M. 1 Come, Holy Spirit ! calm my mind, 
And fit me to approach my God ; 
Remove each vain, each worldly thought, 
And lead me to Thy blest abode. 

P 
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2 Hast Thou imparted to my sonl 

A living spark of heav'nly fire P 
Oh, kindle now the sacred flame, 
With fervent love my soul inspire. 

3 A brighter faith and hope impart. 

And let me now the Saviour see ; 
Oh, soothe and cheer my burden'd heart. 
And bid my spirit rest in Thee. 



PRAISE TO JBHOYAH. 
P.M. 1 Glory to Grod on high ! 

Let earth and skies reply. 

Praise ye His name. 
His love and grace adore. 
Who all our sorrows bore. 
Sing aloud evermore, 

Worthy the Lamb. 

2 Jesus, our Lord and God, 
Bore our tremendous load. 

Praise ye His name. 
Sing how He fought alone. 
Tell what His arm has done. 
What spoils from death He won, 

Worthy the Lamb. 

3 While they around the throne 
Cheerfiillyjoininone, 

Praising His name. 
Ye who have felt His blood. 
Sealing your peace with Grod, 
Sound His dear fame abroad. 

Worthy the Lamb. 

4 Join, all ye ransom'd race. 
Our holy Lord to bless : 

Praise ye His name. 
In Him we will rejoice, 
And make a joyful noise. 
Shouting, with heart and voice. 

Worthy the Lamb. 
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THE PRAYER MEETING. 

L.M. 1 Jesus ! where'er Thy people meet, 
There they behold Thy mercy seat ; 
Where'er they seek Thee Thou art found, 
And eVry place is hallow'd ground. 

2 Great Shepherd of the chosen few, 
Thy former mercies here renew ; 
Here to our waiting hearts proclaim 
The glories of Thy saving name. 

3 Here may we prove the pow'r of pray'r, 
To strengthen faith and sweeten care, 
To teach our faint desires to rise, 
And bring all heav'n before our eyes. 

4 Lord ! we are weak, but Thou art near. 
Nor short Thine arm, nor deaf Thine ear ; 
Oh, rend the heavens, come quickly down. 
And make our sinful hearts Thine own ! 
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THE ASSEMBLING OF SAINTS. 

P.M. 1 "Where two or three together meet, 
My love and mercy to repeat. 

And tell what I have done ; 
There will I be," saith God, " to bless, 
And ev'ry burden'd soul redress 

Who worships at My throne." 

2 Make one in this assembly. Lord, 
Speak to each heart some healing word, 

To set the spirit free ; 
Impart a full celestial shower. 
And grant that we may spend an hour. 

In fellowship with Thee. 

3 Guilt from the troubled soul remove, 
Constrain the heart by love to love. 

Relieve from slavish fear; 
Then, though in tents of sin we groan , 
We'll sing like those around the throne. 

Till Thou ahalt bring us there. 
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ACCESS TO GOD. 
CM. 1 Approach, my soul, the mercy-seat, 
Where Jesus answers pray'r ; 
Still humbly bow before His feet. 
For none can perish there. 

2 Thy promise is my only plea. 
With this I venture nigh ; 
Thou callest wearied souls to Thee, 
And such, O Lord, am I. 

2 Laden with grief, and guilt, and sin. 
By Satan's pow'r depress'd. 
By war without, and fears within, 
I come to Thee for rest. 

4 Be Thou my shield and hiding-place, 

That, shelter'd near Thy side, 
I may my fierce accuser face. 
And teU Him " Christ has died." 

5 Oh, wondrous love ! to bleed and die, 

To bear the cross and shame, 
That guilty sinners, such as I, 
Might plead Thy gracious name. 



ALL GOODNESS IN GOD, AND ALL EVIL IN 

THE CREATTJEB. 

CM. 1 All that I was, my sin, my guilt. 
My death was all mine own ; 
All that I am I owe to Thee, 
My gracious Grod, alone. 

2 The evil of my former state 

Was mine, and only mine ; 
The good in which I now rejoice 
Is Thine, and only Thine. 

3 The darkness of my former night, 

The bondage — all was mine ; 
The light of life in which I walk, 
The liberty— is Thine. 
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4 'Twas grace that made me feel mj am. 

Bade me in durist beliere ; 
Then, in believing, peace I found, 
And now in Ohrist I live. 

5 All that I am e'en here on earth, 

All that I hope to be, 
When Jesus comes and glory dawns, 
I owe it, Lord, to Thee. 



CREATURE-NOTHINGNESS. 

L.M. 1 No more, my GU>d, I boast no more 
Of all the duties I have done ; 
I quit the hopes I held before, 
To trust the merits of Thy Son. 

2 Now for the love I bear His name. 

What was my gain I count my loss ; 
My former pride I call my shame, 
And nail my glory to His cross. 

3 Yes, and I must and will esteem 

All things but loss for Jesu's sake ; 
Oh, may my soul be found in Him, 
And of His righteousness partake. 

4 The best obedience of my hands 

Dares not appear before Thy throne; 
But faith can answer Thy demands. 
By pleading what my Lord has done. 



ONWARD AND HOMEWARD. 

s.M. 1 Oft in sorrow, oft in woe. 

Onward, Ohristians, onward go. 
Fight the fight, maintain the strife, 
Strengthen'd with the bread of life. 
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2 Onward, Christians, onward go, 
Join the war, and face the foe : 
Will ye flee in danger's hour ? 
Know ye not your Captain's pow'r ? 

3 Let your drooping hearts be glad ; 
March, in heay'nly armour clad ; 
In your very weakness strong, 
Fight, nor think the battle long. 

4 Let not sorrow dim your eye. 
Soon shall ev'ry tear be dry ; 

Let not fears your course impede, 
Great your strength if great your need. 

5 Onward, then, in battle move, 

More than conquerors ye shall prove ; 
Though oppos'd by many a foe. 
Christian soldiers, onward go. 



A DEBTOR TO MERCY. 

7's. 1 When this passing world is done. 
When has sunk yon glaring sun. 
When we stand with Christ in glory, 
Looking o'er life's finished story. 
Then, Lord, shall I fully know — 
Not till then — ^how much I owe. 

2 When I hear the wicked call 
On the rocks and hills to fall, 
When I see them start and shrink 
On the fiery deluge brink. 
Then, Lord, shall I fully know — 
Not till then — ^how much I owe. 

3 When I stand before the throne, 
Dress'd in beauty not my own, 
When I see Thee as Thou art. 
Love Thee with unsinning heart. 
Then, Lord, shall I fully know — 
Not till then — how much I owe. 
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4 Chosen, not for good in me, 
Waken'd up from wrath to flee. 
Hidden in the Saviour's side, 
By the Spirit sanctified, 

Teach me. Lord, on earth to show, 
By my love, how much I owe. 

5 Oft I walk beneath the cloud 
Dark as midnight's gloomy shroud ; 
But when fear is at the height, 
Jesus comes, and all is right. 
Blessed Jesus, bid me show 
Doubting saints how much I owe. 



THE WARFARE. 

CM. 1 Am I a soldier of the cross, 

A follower of the Lamb P 
And shall I fear to own His cause. 
And blush to speak His name P 

2 Must I be be carried to the skies 

On flow'ry beds of ease ; 
While others fight to win the prize 
And sail through stormy seas P 

3 Sure, I must fight if I would reign ; 

Increase my courage. Lord ! 
Ill bear the toil, endure the pain, 
Supported by Thy word. 

4 Thy saints, in aU this glorious war, 

ShaU conquer, though they're slain ; 
They see the triumph from afar. 
And shaU with Jesus reign. 

5 When that illustrious day shall rise, 

And all Thy armies shine 
In robes of victory through the skies. 
The glory shall be Thine. 
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OREATURE-WBARINESS. 

CM. 1 Weary of eartli, myself, and ein, 

O Saviour ! set me free, 
And to Thy glory take me in, 
For there I long to be. 

2 Bnrden'd, dejected, and oppress'd. 

Ah ! whither shall I flee 
But to Thy arms for peace and rest ? 
For there I long to be. 

3 Empty, sin-stricken, dark, and rain, 

Is all this world to me ; 
May I the better land attain, 
For there I long to be. 

4 Yiew, dearest Lord, my longing heart. 

Which pants and sighs for Thee ! 
And oh, Thyself and heav'n impart. 
For there I long to be. 



HAPPINESS ALONE IN GOD. 

7's. 1 Happiness, thou lovely name, 

Where's thy seat, oh, tell me where ? 
Learning, pleasure, wealth, and fame, 

All cry out, " It is not here." 
Not the wisdom of the wise 
Can inform me where it lies ; 
Not the grandeur of the great 
Can the bliss I seek create. 

2 Object of my first desire, 

Jesus crucified for me. 
All to happiness aspire. 

Only to be found in Thee ; 
Thee to praise, and Thee to know, 
Constitute our bliss below ; 
Thee to see, and Thee to love. 
Constitute our bliss above. 
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3 Lord, it is not life to lire. 

If Thy presence Thou deny ; 
Lord, if Thou Thy presence give, 

'Tis no longer death to die. 
Source and Giver of repose. 
Singly from Thy smile it flows ; 
Peace and happiness are Thine, 
Mine they are, if Thou art mine. 



CHRIST ALL IN ALL. 

8's. 1 A debtor to mercy alone. 

Of covenant mercy I sing; 
Nor f eai', with. Thy righteousness on. 

My person and offerings to bring ; 
The terrors of law and of God 

With me can have nothing to do ; 
My Saviour's obedience and blood 

Hide all my transgressions &om view. 

2 The work which His goodness began. 

The arm of His strength will complete ; 
His promise is Yea and Amen, 

And never was forfeited yet ; 
Things future, nor things iJiat are now. 

Nor all things below or above, 
Can make Him His purpose forego. 

Or sever my soul from His love. 

3 My name from the palms of His hands. 

Eternity will not erase ; 
Impressed on His heart it remains 

In marks of indelible grace. 
Yes, I to the end shall endure. 

As sure as the earnest is given ; 
More bappy, but not more secure, 

The glorified spirits in heaven. 
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GETHSEMANE. 

7's. 1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 

Ye that feel the tempter's power; 

Tour Redeemer's conflict see ; 
Watch with Him one bitter hour ; 

Turn not from His griefs away ; 

Learn of Jesns Christ to pray. 

2 Follow to the judgment hall ; 

Yiew the Lord of life arraigned ; 
Oh, the wormwood and the gaU ! 

Oh, the pangs Hia soul sustained ! 
Shun not suffering, shame, or loss ; 
Learn of Him to bear the cross. 

3 Calvary's mournful mountain climb ; 

There adoring at His feet, 
Mark that miracle of time — 

God's own sacrifice complete. 
" It is finished ! " hear the cry ; 
Learn of Jesus Christ to die. 

4 Early hasten to the tomb, 

Where they laid His breathless clay ; 
All is solitude and gloom — 

Who hath taken Him away ? 
Christ is risen ; — He meets our eyes. 
Saviour, teach us so to rise. 



LONGING FOR THE SPIRIT. 

CM. 1 Come, Holy Spirit, saved Dove, 

With all Thy quickening powers 
Kindle a flsLme of sacred love, 
In these cold hearts of ours. 

2 Look, how we grovel here below. 
Fond of these trifling toys ; 
Our souls can neither fly nor go 
To reach eternal joys. 
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3 In vain we tune our formal songs, 

In vain we strive to rise, 
Hosannas languish on our tongues. 
And our devotion dies. 

4 Dear Lord, and shall we ever live 

At this poor dying rate P 
Our love so faint, so cold to Thee, 
And Thine to us so great P 

5 Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 

With all Thy quickening powers ; 
Come, shed abroad a Saviour's love, 
And that shall kindle ours. 



HOME! SWEET HOME! 

6's. 1 There is a blessed Home 

Beyond this land of woe, 
Where trials never come. 

Nor tears of sorrow flow ; 
Where faith is lost in sight, 

And patient hope is crown'd, 
And everlasting light 

Its glory throws around. 

2 There is a land of peace. 

Good angels know it well ; 
Glad songs that never cease 

Within its portals swell ; 
Around its glorious Throne 

Ten thousand saints adore 
Christ, with the Father One, 

And Spirit evermore. 

3 O joy, all joys beyond, 

To see the Lamb who died. 
And count each sacred wound 
In hands, and feet, and side ; 
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To give to Him the praise 
Of every triumpli won, 

And sing through endless days 
The great things He hath done. 

4 Look np, ye saints of God, 

Nor fear to tread below 
The path your Saviour trod 

Of daily toil and woe; 
Wait but a little while 

In uncomplaining love, 
His own most gracious smile 

Shall welcome you above. 



DIVINE GUIDANCE. 

CM. 1 O God of Bethel, by whose hand 

Thy people still are fed ; 
Who through this weary pilgrimage 
Hast aU our fathers led, 

2 Our vows, our prayers, we now present 

Before Thy throne of grace ; 
God of our fathers, be the G^d 
Of their succeeding race. 

3 Through each perplexing path of life 

Our wandering footsteps guide ; 
Give us each day our daily bread. 
And raiment fit provide. 

4 Oh, spread Thy covering wings around. 

Till all our wanderings cease. 
And at our Father's loved abode 
Our souls arrive in peace. 

5 Such blessings from Thy gracious hand 

Our humble prayers implore ; 
And Thou shalt be our chosen God, 
And portion evermore. 
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LONGING TO SEE JESUS. 
8*8 1 I long to behold Him array'd, 

With glory and grandeur above ; 
The King in His beauty display'd, 

His beauty of holiest love : 
1 trust through His grace to be there, 

YHiere Jesus has fixed His abode, — 
Oh| when shall we meet in the air, 

And fly to the mountain of Qod, 

2 With Him I on Zion shall stand 

(For Jesus hath spoken the word) ; 
The breadth of Immanuel's land 

Survey by the light of the Lord ; 
And when on Thy bosom reclin'd 

Thy face I am strengthen*d to see, 
My fulness of bliss I shall find. 

My heaven of heavens in Thee. 

3 How happy the people that dwell 

At rest in the city above ! 
No pain the inhabitants feel. 

No sickness or sorrow they prove ; 
Physician of souls, unto me 

The joy of Thy righteousness give : 
Then shalt Thou, when death sets me free. 

My soul to Thy mansions receive. 



STILLNESS. 
7*8. 1 Quiet, Lord, my froward heart. 

Make me teachable and mild, 
Upright, simple, free from art. 
Make me as a weaned child ; 
From distrust and envy free, 
Pleased with all that pleases Thee. 

2 YHiat Thou shalt to-day provide. 

Let me as a child receive ; 
YHiat to-morrow may betide. 

Calmly to Thy wisdom leave : 
Tib enough that Thou wilt care. 
Why should I the burden bear P ^| 
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3 As a little cliild relies 

On a care beyond his own, 
Knows lie's neither strong nor wise, 

Fears to stir a step alone ; 
Let me thus with Thee abide. 
As my Father, Guard, and Guide. 

4 Thus preserved from Satan's wiles, 

Safe in dangers, free from fears. 
May I live upon Thy smiles. 

Till the promised hour appears, 
YHien the sons of God shall prove 
All their Father's boundless love. 



GRATITUDE. 

s.M. 1 My soul, repeat His praise, 

Whose mercies are so great ; 
Whose anger is so slow to rise, 
So ready to abate. 

2 God will not always chide ; 

And when His strokes are felt, 
His strokes are fewer than our crimes. 
And lighter than our guilt. 

3 His pow'r subdues our sins ; 

And His forgiving love. 
Far as the east is from the west. 
Doth all our guilt remove. 

4 The pity of the Lord, 

To those that fear His name. 
Is such as tender parents feel : 
He knows our feeble frame. 

5 Our days are as the grass. 

Or like the morning flow'r ; 
If one sharp blast sweep o'er the field 
It withers in an hour. 
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6 But Thy compassions, Lord, 
To endless years endure ; 
And children's children ever find 
Thy words of promise sure. 



FEARS AJSTD FAINTINGS. 

8.7. 1 Why those fears ? — Behold, 'tis Jesus 

Holds the helm, and guides the ship ; 
Spread the sails, and catch the breezes, 
Sent to waft us through the deep. 
To the regions 
Where the mourners cease to weep. 

2 Though the shore we hope to land on 

Only by report is known. 
Yet we freely all abandon. 

Led by that report alone ; 
And with Jesus, 
Through the trackless deep, move on. 

3 Rendered safe by His protection, 

We shall pass that watery waste ; 
Trusting to his wise direction. 

We shall gain that port at last. 
And with wonder 
Think on toils and dangers past. 

4 Oh, what pleasures thera await us ; 

There the tempests cease to roar ; 
There it is that those who hate us 
Shall molest our peace no more : 

Trouble ceases 
On that tranquil, happy shore. 

THE BND. 



Printed by W. H. Oollingridge, 117 to 120, Aldengate Street, London, E.G. 



WOKKS BY THE SAME AUTHOB. 

In rbjil SSmo, neatly Qhurtarated, adapted for Parting Presents and New fear's Gifts, 

Prioe 1b. 6d. eacli« 

Heart Breathings. i^JS'^a.) \ Musings. (Fourth TiumMnd.) 
Songs in the Desert ; or, JBible Gleanings- (Third Thousand.) 
Leaves from my Note Book. (Third Thousand.) 
Heart-Sighs and Heart-Songs, (secona Thousand.) 

With 50 Woodcuts, Price Is., 

The Gk)8pel Preached to Babes, (seranth Thousand.) 

Conversations by the Way. (Third Thousand.) Pncedd, Cloth. 

With 40 niostrations, 

TBY ! A BeaUtiM Book for Boys. (Serenth Thousand.) PrioeSs. 

" Most entertainiii|g and instructive" — Momiiur Advertiser. " By all means obtain 
this volume " — Dublin Dailj Express. "Acceptable to boys and girls too "—Cork Con- 
stitution. " Inculcating G^ood practical lessons" — Leeds Intelligencer. "Amazingly 
pretty and deeply inter^ting " — ^Earthen YesseL " Its spirit and tendency are excel- 
lent '^—Liverpool Courier. ^* The tale of an eventful life told in a happy and pleasing 
strain "— Waterford MaJL " Likely to to be stimulating and otherwise useful to young 
people"— Patriot. . 

In 32mo, Id. each, or 6s. per 100 (suited for Town and Parish Distribution), 



A Qradous God and a Glorious 

Gospel. 
A Flea for Parents. 



Old Jonathan at SohooL 
The Dying Pensioner , or, Jesns 
Speaking Peaoe. 



Tracts, One Halfpenny each, or 3s. per 100. 

Tears of Joy. 
Do yon know the Boad ? | A Emg's Son set to mend Shoes. 

Published in demy 8vo, dear type, on the 1st of each month. Post-free, 6s. per year 

(send six stamps), 

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, 

Aim FBOTESTANT BEAOON. 

The GoSFKL Magazine was established in the year 1766, being the oldest of the 
religious magazines. It was edited bv the immortal Topladt; afterwards by a 
member of the Church of England for fourty-four years ; sinoe — and for twenty-two 
years— by its present editor. Its leading features are— tiie necessitiy for the implanta- 
tion and maintenance by the Hol^r Ghost of true spiritual life in the redeemed; the 
cultivation of concord and unanimity among the brethren ; the believer's prerogiGitive 
to ** sow beside all waters " for the temporal and spiritual weU-being of nis fellow- 
men, in the sure conviction that the Lord's word sluul not return unto him void, but 
that it shaU accomplish that which he pleases, and that it shall prottper in the thing 
whereto he sent it. # 

On the 15th of eveiy Month, a Penny Pictorial Broadsheet, entitled 

OLD JONATHAN, 

THE DISTRICT AND PARISH HELPER. 

POB "tHB 8TBSBT8 AND LANES OF THB OITT — ^POR IHB HIGHWAYS AND 

HEDGES — TO BRING IN THE POOH, AND THB MADCBD, AND 

THB HALT, AND THB BLIND." 

LONDON: ¥. H. OOLLIH(lB.n)QE, ALDEESGATE ST., E.O. 



